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Giving from the Congregation
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Our Response

First, Thank you. So many of you give joyfully and freely of your money, 
skills and time. St Martin’s couldn’t live and work without you. And for 
those that give in a ‘planned’ way, then even better as it helps us understand 
what we can achieve together in the coming year, and ensures people give 
even when they are not in attendance at worship.

For all, as we move through 2019, and especially in this time of our Giving 
Campaign beginning on Sunday 17 February, please consider if you can help 
by:
     

• Increasing the amount you give regularly 
• Joining the planned giving scheme by making a commitment to give 

regularly. A regular gift enables St Martin’s to plan and means the cost 
of our ministry is supported, whether you can be in church on Sunday 
or not. This can be done through:

        •   Weekly giving envelopes
        •   Standing orders
        •   Direct debit via the Parish Giving Scheme
• Signing a Gift Aid form if you pay tax. Donations under Gift Aid are 

worth 25p more for every £1 given 
• Leaving a gift in your will to support the future of St Martin’s 

Want to know more?

If you have any questions on how to give, where we are with our fi nances, 
or anything related to giving at St Martin’s please drop us a note to 
harriet.rabin@smitf.org (Church Coordinator) 020 7766 1126.

Giving Packs are available from the vergers in church and on our website 
www.smitf.org 

Colin Pincott
Stewardship Offi cer



Our Duty and our Joy

If you were to ask one of the eclectic selection of people who come through 
the doors of St Martin’s why they come, you might well receive a wide range 
of responses: to be inspired by the beautiful buildings, to be transported by 
wonderful music, to connect with friends over coffee in the crypt, to educate 
and challenge themselves and others at autumn lectures, to support those 
more vulnerable, or to be part of God’s church and worship here in London. 

Where it all goes...

With all these aspects of St Martin’s and with all the projects, bodies 
and charities we support, giving at St Martin’s could seem daunting. It’s 
perhaps difficult to see what a difference each of us can make. In addition to 
supporting the church we can also directly support:

 • St Martin’s Trust, a charity that supports long-term investment in our 
buildings, ministry projects, music programme, and homeless work.

  •  The Connection at St Martin’s, which provides a range of specialist services 
to help people on our doorstep here in London cope with the physical and 
psychological crisis of being homeless, while getting to the root cause of 
why a person ends up on the streets. The Connection works with people to 
discover their skills and talents, to help people rebuild their lives.

• St Martin’s Charity, which generates most of its income through the BBC 
Radio 4 Christmas Appeal, provides support both to The Connection and 
also to the Vicar’s Relief Fund, which provides crisis grants to vulnerable 
people around the UK.

Underpinning all of this is our family at St Martin’s. Our clergy, support of 
our mission and ministry, our commitment to pay the London Living Wage 
and the day-to-day costs of running and insuring our buildings cost well 
in excess of £1m a year. While SMITF Ltd covers most of our day to day 
running costs (through income from our cafes, shop, events and concerts) 
and in addition generates a profit of around £300k to support the building, 
this is not enough, spiritually or financially to cover the ministry and mission 
costs of the congregation.

One of the wonderful parts of being God’s people is God’s desire to involve 
us in the work of the Holy Spirit and to be invited to model the behaviours 
of love, selflessness and service here on earth through the perfect example 
of Christ. When we give of our time, talents and finances we are not only 
responding to what God has asked us to do, but also are taking part in the 
work of the Holy Spirit for building the church on earth. Looking around our 
church we can see that joy flowing in a range of backgrounds, experiences, 
skills and talents all of which enrich our community and help us in our 
ministry here at St Martin’s. 

The giving we all make as a members of our church community, be it 
through weekly envelopes, online donations, planned giving via direct debit 
or standing orders, makes a real difference to sustaining our church life and 
helping us in all we want to achieve in 2019.

The Nazareth Community on the day of its commissioning

The Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields

Sam Wells, Vicar 


