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From the Chairman - A Bridge to Belonging

Dear Friends,

Easter reminds us of sacrifice and God’s unconditional love for us all. Around us are 
differing examples of the human response to God, often controversial and divisive, 
as recently shown in the differing opinions over the reconstruction of Notre Dame 
following the tragic fire.

I recently watched a BBC programme discussing Britain’s approach to Easter. It 
mentioned the impact of Dr Isaac Watts over 300 years ago on our hymns and the 
personal individual involvement expressed in his famous hymn “When I survey the 
wondrous cross”. At the time this was considered edgy and revolutionary. It introduced 
the “I” pronoun into hymns. Dr Isaac Watts was a non-conformist and rather than 
following the established rites and rituals which he found dull and boring he asked 
‘What is my relationship with Christ?’ ‘ How will I respond?’ It is a timely reminder to 
the Friends to look at our individual response in our relationship with God and to our 
beloved institution that nurtures and enriches us. 

The committee has recently discussed the options of achieving charitable status. We 
have also looked at our future identity - a pre-requisite to determining the future 
strategy of the Friends as an organisation. How can we promote the purpose of the 
Friends?  What do the Friends do? What are the benefits of joining the Friends? How 
does membership benefit St Martin’s? Who are our members and how do we grow our 
membership?

We are currently looking at new ways to inform and further develop a sense of belonging 
to our community for our members and others who may be part of our congregation, 
international visitors, occasional or former members of the congregation as well as non-
churchgoers who enjoy other aspects of what SMITF provides be it music, refreshments 
or a sacred space in which to pause and reflect.

The Friends also exists as a conduit for legacies and to support the church financially; to 
provide a light touch connection to an institution that nurtures and enriches, and a link 
to the other SMITF organisations - spiritual, social and cultural.

We feel the mission of the Friends is to provide: “a bridge to belonging for the wider 
community who share the vision and support the mission of St Martin’s”. As we plan for 
the future, we invite all members to pray, listen and respond to what God is saying to the 
part that we, as Friends, can play in the life of this great church.

We would welcome any suggestions or any offers of help from anyone interested in 
joining the committee.

Bob Demming
Chairman
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Goodbye to Anne Duffin

Anne Duffin died on 2 January. For many years 
she was a faithful member of the St Martin’s 
community, and a loyal stalwart of the Friends’ 
Committee. Her funeral was held at her local 
church, St Michael’s, Chiswick, at which Revd 
Richard Carter gave the address:

The fruit of silence is prayer. The fruit of 
prayer is faith. The fruit of faith is love. The 
fruit of love is service. The fruit of service is 
peace.

These words are written by Mother Teresa. I, like all of you, was incredibly 
fortunate to know Anne. If I needed words which could describe her those are 
words I would use.

I first met Anne 12 years ago when I moved from the other side of the world to live 
and work at St Martin-in-the-Fields. It was a massive move for me and I was all at 
sea in the centre of the city. It was dear Anne who centred me as she centred so 
many of us. You see Anne’s life was anchored, anchored in faith, love, service and 
peace.

At St Martin’s she invited me to attend her fortnightly meditation group which I 
have been attending ever since whenever I can. She would give us each a slip of 
paper with words she had written on the paper in our own handwriting. Here, for 
example, is one of the phrases she would give:

“Let your will be my will, a spring of knowledge, springing up to life eternal within 
me.”

Like many others at St Martin’s and beyond I came to love Anne. She was quite 
simply a treasure trove of wisdom and goodness. She was no push over either: 
come wind or snow she would battle into St Martin’s to lead the meditation and 
when, during the redevelopment, they said she could no longer use the church for 
her meditation she led the group in the porch with the wind howling round the 
portico. “They’ll be putting us in the broom cupboard next,” she said.  

She was steadfast, a rock, for us all. As many of you will know, she made a huge 
contribution to St Martin-in-the-Fields going back 60 years to the early years 
when Austen Williams was vicar. She was remarkably active during that time: she 
was on the PCC and for many years a hugely dedicated membership secretary for 
the Friends - faithfully answering letters and keeping in touch with a wide circle of 
relationships with St Martin’s across the country and across the world.

She was an active participant in nearly all education events and courses. She 
contributed regularly to the St Martin’s Review. She was actively involved in the 
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Christmas Appeal, helping homeless and vulnerable people. She was incredibly 
faithful but also ready to face change with courage and independence. When 
her mobility meant she could no longer get to St Martin’s she became a devout 
member of her local church St Michael’s Chiswick, which she loved and when she 
visited us always talked of the exciting programmes in which she was involved, 
active to the last.

 “What did you love about Anne,” I asked Alison Hardwick , one of her closest 
friends at St Martin’s. “She was the most tremendous example to me of how to live 
with faith and grace - I could always turn to her,” Alison said. 

At her memorial Eucharist, Revd Dr Sam Wells reflected:

“Anne would be the last person to want me to waste time today talking about her. 
She wasn’t an argumentative person, but she had a way of speaking that gave you 
the impression that she’d pronounced the last word on the subject. If I’d taken her 
advice about what to say today she’d have told me, ‘Look, there’ll be a lot of people 
there who’ve never heard of me, let alone remember me. Do what you’re there to 
do talk about God.’ And as ever, Anne would be right. 

You know the feeling when you’ve had a hot chocolate after a long blustery walk, 
and your heart is warmed, even if the rest of you hasn’t yet got there. That’s what 
it felt like to be with Anne. That’s what Anne was in this community for decades. 
The warm heart in a blustery world.

For a full version of Richard Carter’s sermon at Anne’s funeral: 
https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/funeral-address-for-anne-duffin-rip/
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CLERGY FAREWELLS

Revd Will Morris

After 10 years as Assistant Priest at St Martin’s 
Will Morris gave his final sermon on 24 March. 
Will and Michelle are moving back to the US and 
to Washington DC where they lived when they 
were first married. Their eldest daughter Alex 
works in DC, and Julia and Kat are at colleges in 
New England.

In his final sermon entitled ‘An altar in the 
workplace’, Will recalls the following:

“I’ve never had a conversion experience, but the closest I’ve come was in a rather 
dingy classroom in East London just over a decade ago. More than a year into 
my ordination training, I still had no real idea why I was doing it – apart from 
the fact that all the people who could have prevented it, hadn’t.  I was flattered, 
was intrigued by the process, was glad to be back in formal education – but as 
to why I was training to be a priest, to be a publicly-affirmed Christian minister, 
as opposed to remaining the worshipping layperson I had comfortably been for 
over 40 years. Well… I had no idea.

Then one Tuesday evening in the late autumn of 2007, Ed Newell from St Paul’s 
Cathedral came to teach a session on faith and the workplace. I think most of 
my classmates, many of them aching, in any event, aching to leave the secular 
workplace, were mildly bored. I, however, was completely transfixed.  I was – 
and still am – slightly leery of the concept of destiny. But that evening, I – with 
total clarity – suddenly felt at last I understood why I was where I was. I was 
convinced from that evening on that my role – my vocation – was to work to 
bring God and the workplace closer together.

I have never talked about this quite so openly before, but this church, this 
congregation, have nourished me on my personal journey over the past ten 
years, and so I tell you this now by way of thanks. I believe I was called to be not 
only a Christian in the workplace, but also a priest in that place. For that again I 
thank you. And for that I thank with all my heart the God first who brought me 
here, and now who sends me out again. Amen.”

Will has brought wonderful gifts to St Martin’s in its healing ministry, occasional 
offices and worship, and in being an active trustee of St Martin’s Trust. We will 
miss him greatly.
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Revd Katherine Hedderly

In March we also said goodbye to Revd 
Katherine Hedderly, Associate Vicar for 
Ministry. Katherine had been a full-time 
priest as St Martin’s since 2009 with 
particular responsibility for liturgy and 
worship, communications, prayer and 
spirituality, and young people’s ministry, 
Before being ordained Katherine worked 
in the film and television business, in script 
development and drama production and 
as director of an independent production 
company.

Katherine is taking up a new role as priest in charge at All Hallows by the Tower 
and Area Dean for the City of London. We are delighted for Katherine and 
congratulate her on her appointment. At the same time we will find it hard to 
imagine St Martin’s without her. She gave her heart and soul to this community 
and her immense kindness, love and attention to detail permeated her whole 
ministry. Her best legacy will be the people she has encouraged, inspired and 
befriended, and the ways we have become deeper, gentler and wiser through 
her presence. We shall also miss her husband Loren and are so grateful for what 
he has brought into our community.

Katherine Hedderly wrote; ‘Both Loren and I are so grateful for the incredible 
send off we received from St Martin’s on 10 March. We were truly overwhelmed 
by the kindness and love, the very generous gifts, and all the many words and 
messages of thanks and support. We will treasure them. We are very much 
looking forward to the new ministry at All Hallows by the Tower and in the City 
Deanery and feel very encouraged to go with love, to serve and follow Christ 
with all our heart. 

In her final sermon at St Martin’s Katherine said:

“Well, when it comes to giving up something for Lent, I didn’t expect to be giving 
up St Martin’s. It’s a big ask!

Perhaps what I am doing today, with Loren, rather than giving up St Martin’s is 
‘disembarking’. St Martin’s is a huge ship and I have been enormously privileged 
to be with you here over these last ten years, and we have found it a wonderful 
community to be part of, as we have worshipped and served God here together.

It is very special to have friends and colleagues here today that have shared in 
ministry and in our life together, to wave us off.

One of my colleagues gave me a warm shawl in different shades of red and she 
said it was to remind me of St Martin’s cloak. The story of St Martin, tearing 
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his cloak in two and sharing it with someone in real need, is in the DNA of this 
place. What I have come to realise is that we are that cloak – each person in 
this community, in your own way, our lives woven together, a sign of God’s 
protection, generous love, thoughtfulness and care – the fabric of Christ’s love 
in this place to be shared with all.  It has been a complete joy to share in that 
together with you, to have our lives woven together, to experience that love and 
share that love generously for others.

We will take the warmth of that cloak as we go to the City and the ministry 
that lies ahead there at the church of All Hallows by the Tower and amongst 
the City churches. I trust that God will show us how to share the same love and 
compassion in a new place, with that new community.

A full transcript of Katherine’s farewell sermon can be found on: https://www.
stmartin-in-the-fields.org/the-first-sunday-of-lent/

..... AND WELCOME
Revd Sally Hitchiner

On Sunday 12 May, St Martin’s welcomed Revd 
Sally Hitchiner as Associate Vicar for Ministry. 
Sally was ordained in 2009 and was previously the 
co-ordinating chaplain of a large multifaith team 
at Brunel University. Prior to that she served her 
title post in a parish in Ealing and has worked as 
assistant chaplain at St Peter’s College Oxford 
and associate chaplain at the Oxford Pastorate.

Sally has worked extensively in the national media and is currently a regular 
newspaper reviewer on BBC Breakfast and contributes to various news 
programmes in the UK and around the world. She is also the founder of Diverse 
Church, a charity that has placed over 1,000 LGBT+ Christians in supportive 
online Christian communities. She is passionate about discovering the friendship 
of God alongside all sorts of people in all sorts of situations. 

Sally is in a civil partnership with Fiona, who is a senior policy adviser in the civil 
service and chair of governors at a primary school in Luton.

Sally writes “I’m delighted to be joining you at St Martin’s. I have followed the 
work here for a few years, collaborating with Sam on various projects and 
preaching here twice. I have often been surprised at the level of kindness, faith 
and humility I’ve encountered in this church and I am looking forward to being 
part of what God is calling us to next.”
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Abraham’s Shirt
One of the St Martin’s projects that the Friends supports is the Sunday 
International Group. The Friends contributes towards the cost of the lunch-
time food, a vital element which helps to create a ‘home away from home’ and ‘a 
bridge to belonging’ for the guests who are refugees and asylum seekers without 
recourse to public funds.

Abraham recently joined the Sunday International Group. His cataracts, caused 
by diabetes left him totally blind,. Last December Abraham agreed to paint for 
the first time in his life, coloured circles on a denim shirt, as part of our ‘wearable 
art’ project, with his friend Ozzy guiding his hand. He was also one of the 
disciples in our Palm Sunday Passion Play, another new experience!

The second Sunday after Easter, an excited team greeted Richard Carter and 
the volunteers ‘He can see; Abraham can see’. We danced, hugging with joy. He’d 
had his first eye operation at St Anne’s, a branch of Moorfields Eye Hospital. He 
said the surgeon was even more excited by the result than he was, as this was a 
tricky operation with no guarantee of success. The second operation will be within 
a month.

That Sunday afternoon  we shared the good news with all, and after lunch sat 
down to finish the circles on Abraham’s shirt. As we painted, Abraham said that 
when he was blind, he listened for someone’s heart, then their words. This time 
Abraham could choose the colours and see his result. A miracle!

Phyllis SantaMaria
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The Friends of St Martin in the Fields Abbreviated accounts 2018

Current Assets 2018 2017

Current Account 20760 52849
Deposit Account 50334

 71094                                          52849

Net Asset Surplus
Reserves
Excess/( deficit ) to date 18245                                          (2170)
Starting balance  52849                                          55019
  71094                                          52849

Analysis of Income and Expenditure

Incoming Resources      2018     2017

Newsletter receipts      58
Subscriptions       2194      1990
Donations Received       1019      1015
Festival Contributions       740      924
Excursion Income          -      312
Bank Interest        334      450
Legacies                            30000

   34287                                            4691

Resources used      2018     2017

Newsletter      1390      604
Stationery        71      16
Membership form      217
Stamps       329      239
Excursions         90
Festival expenses      1750      2071
Grants to SMITF     12500      3500
Accounting                  49
Miscellaneous        73

    16040      6859

The Friends of St Martin-in-the-Fields Abbreviated Accounts 2018

Analysis of Income and Expenditure
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FRIENDS’ FESTIVAL 
Saturday 15 June 2019

Theme: A Bridge to Belonging

All events, including the Eucharist, will take place in St Martin’s Hall

 1000  Arrival and Coffee

 1030-1145 AGM

 1200  Eucharist

 1300  Buffet Lunch served in the Lightwell

 1400-1530 Presentations: Revd Sally Hitchiner; Katy Shaw

 1530-1600  Tea and cakes

 1600  Close

If you are planning to attend the lunch, please return the enclosed booking form 
by Saturday 1 June to: 

   Andrew Goodhart, 

   Hon Treasurer & Membership Secretary, 

                                       35 Mount Park Road, Ealing, LONDON W5 2RS

   Mobile: +44 (0) 7801 707958

   email: andrew@goodhart.co.uk

You are warmly invited to ‘bring a friend’ to the Festival. The afternoon sessions 
are additionally open to all and no booking is required.
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