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From the Chairman

Warm and seasonal greetings to all our Friends both locally and around the world, and 
welcome to the latest edition of the Friends of St Martin’s newsletter. 

The Friends of St Martin’s exists to act as a bridge linking ‘Friends’ around the world 
with the church community in Trafalgar Square and with each other. The theme of 
friendship is illustrated throughout this newsletter, with stories of the Christian faith 
in action. 

This year, more than ever it seems, we have seen St Martin’s develop projects and 
strategies to strengthen progress towards fulfilling its mission and ministry. As part of 
our shared mission, the Friends of St Martin’s are working towards creating friendships 
among all who feel they belong not only to the church but also to each other.   

Over the years, the Friends have been the fortunate recipients of several generous 
legacies of which they are the custodians, entrusted to use these gifts wisely. We 
recognise that our role as custodians brings with it considerable responsibility and we 
place great emphasis on making a difference with the resources at our disposal. 

Very few things in life can replicate the feeling of helping others in some way and we 
continue to seek ways in which we can help relieve the pressure in individual lives. 
We are currently supporting the Sunday International Group, the partnership with St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Johannesburg and Relief in Need and are very willing to consider any 
other project which assists St Martin’s in fulfiling its mission.

There has been considerable discussion about working more closely with the Trust 
as we share the same objectives to support the mission and ministry of St Martin’s. 
Such a relationship would enable the Friends to benefit from the organisational and 
administrative expertise of full time professionals who know and love the church, while 
retaining full autonomy over our finances and activities. When discussed at the Festival, 
the consensus was that the committee should look to the future and feel enabled to 
work more closely with the Trust if it strengthened the effectiveness of the Friends as an 
organisation and helped secure its future. 

St Martin’s continues to be a source of vitality, with new opportunities to build new 
relationships, and we are all very excited by the chances to share fellowship and to 
support special projects which have an impact on people’s lives. 

Finally I should like to thank the Friends’ committee for their commitment and hard 
work, the Revd Dr Sam Wells and all the clergy team and churchwardens for their 
encouragement, guidance and support. It is greatly appreciated.

Bob Demming
Chairman
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Memories of St Martin’s

As a child, I was looked after by my mother’s old 
nanny who was born in 1862, the daughter of a Verger 
at Gloucester Cathedral. She was a keen listener to 
the early broadcast services on the wireless in the 
1930s. I can remember her saying: “Now you be 
quiet; this is coming from St. Martin-in-the-Fields”. 
Little did she think that the happy child playing on 
the nursery floor would one day spend eight years as 
Churchwarden of the church she so admired.

I was elected Churchwarden in 1992 when  
St. Martin’s had considerable financial problems. 

Existing reserves had been used to set up the Crypt restaurant which had yet 
to return a significant profit. We could not afford to pay sufficient vergers and 
cleaning staff and electricity meters were being read fortnightly to check on 
economies. On Sunday mornings at 8.30, I would sweep the portico and steps to 
banish any traces of the Saturday evening revellers, so that the approaches to the 
church were clean for the congregation at the 9.30 service.  

I was also Secretary and then Chairman of the Music Committee. The cost of 
the new organ (£600,000 in 1990) was a headache, but the account was finally 
closed thanks to a very welcome legacy. We used to have Matins at the second 
Sunday morning service, but it had no choir and lacked the inspiration that choral 
singing can provide. So, Geoffrey Brown (Vicar), Mark Stringer (Master of the 
Music) and I decided to institute the Choral Scholars who would be paid to sing at 
Matins and two other weekday services. Initially, they were paid  from the Vicar’s 
General Fund of which I was a trustee, but gradually the PCC took over the cost. 
The Scholars changed every year, so now there are 25 years worth of ex-choral 
scholars! This, in turn, has encouraged the formation of St Martin’s Voices and  
St Martin’s Chorus both of which much enhance the musical image of the Church. 
What a success story! I feel proud to have played a small part in it.

I have just celebrated my 90th birthday and completed 30 years as a steward/
sidesman. I enjoy being licensed to take Home Communion to those who can no 
longer come to the church. I also continue to help the Chinese Bishop Ho Ming 
Wah Association—where I was chairman for several years—as a trustee.  

Looking back, Lavinia and I have much for which to thank St Martin’s. We were 
married here 51 years ago and have derived much inspiration from this great 
church. We would always pray that, through the love of God, St Martin’s should 
continue to inspire so many people from very diverse backgrounds as it has done 
for us.              

Alastair Anson
Churchwarden  1992-2000
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The Sunday International Group

The Sunday International Group continues to flourish in 2019, building a real 
sense of community and deeper understanding among those who attend. We 
are so grateful to the Friends of St Martin’s for their continuing support. One 
of the real developments of the group is that more of those who came as guests 
are now volunteers and helping to run and lead the group in such a positive and 
participatory way. Many of those also who came as guests and are still facing 
situations of real destitution and need have become active members of our church, 
our Wednesday evening congregation and Nazareth Community, and are enjoying 
participating in the life of the church, stewarding, and helping and involved with 
many activities. They have made such an incredibly positive contribution. 

One of the highlights of the year was the Passion Play at Easter, in which many of 
the International Group participated, with Kopano playing the part of Jesus most 
powerfully and movingly. A group from the Sunday International Group with 
the help of the Friends grant were also kitted out with waterproofs and strong 
shoes and joined the 74 mile pilgrimage from St Martin’s to Canterbury which 
raised money for The Connection.  Later in the year we were able to support 
Kopano in his asylum application and immigration hearing in which he was very 
deservingly granted asylum in this country. Seven of those who came as guests 

of our International Group have also joined 
the Nazareth Community deepening their 
Christian lives and sharing so much with 
the community. One of the joys was that 
one of our International Group who is also 
a member of the Nazareth Community, who 
had been blind with cataracts, was able to 
have an operation on both his eyes and is 
now able to see again. 

On 3 August we had the most wonderful 
awayday in Worthing with fish and chips 
on the beach. For many it was their first trip 
out of London, and for many the first swim 
in the very cold English sea. Between 35 and 
45 guests come to our group each week, and 
through the help and participation of our 
volunteers are able to receive a real welcome, 
hot food, showers, laundry, counselling, 
community, immigration support, and 
perhaps most important of all build 
relationships of respect and trust. The group 
has a very good atmosphere and is valued Kopano in the Easter Passion Play
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Irene Cole

We are very grateful for the gift received recently from the estate of Irene Cole 
who died on 1 April 2018. 

Alison Hardwick writes:

In past years if volunteers were needed at St Martin’s Irene was always one 
to step forward to help. I do not know how she discovered St Martin’s but she 
was a regular worshipper by 1968. For many years she and her good friend 
Vicky Gardiner served tea to the congregation and visitors every Sunday after 
morning Eucharist.

Before the advent of professional cleaning staff, the Scrub Club, a group of men 
and women including Irene would meet every Saturday evening to sweep, dust 
and clean the church followed by a good tea. This group originated from the 
firewatchers in the Blitz during 1939 and 1941. In the 70’s and the 80’s she was 
part of the Christmas Appeal keeping a record of donations fulfilling another 
valuable role.

Irene, who lived in North London, only stopped attending St Martin’s when she 
could no longer manage the journey and I kept in touch by telephone until the 
end of her life. I know she valued the Friends newsletter as a means of keeping 
in touch with the church.

deeply by volunteers and guests alike. We are so 
grateful to the Friends of St Martin’s for all their help. 
Now we are preparing for our International Group 
Christmas dinner at which we hope, with the help of 
the Friends, not only to offer a good Christmas lunch 
but also each an oyster card to travel over Christmas 
and new socks, shirts and essential items.

Some of the experiences and values we have shared 
in the Sunday International and the Nazareth 
Community at St Martin’s are recorded in my new 
book which you may be interested to read: The City 
is my Monastery: A Contemporary Rule of Life. It’s 
about learning how to live with God and with one’s 
neighbour and was published in November of this 
year by Canterbury Press.

Revd Richard Carter

T H E C I T Y
i s m y

MONASTERY
A  c o n t e m p o ra r y  r u l e  o f  l i f e

R I C H A R D C A RT E R
Richard Carter swapped a life of simplicity
with an Anglican religious order in the
Solomon Islands for parish ministry in one 
of London’s busiest churches, 
St Martin-in-the-Fields.
•
Seeing a need for monastic values in the 
centre of the city, he founded the Nazareth
Community. Its members gather from 
everyday life to seek God in contemplation,
to acknowledge their dependence 
on God’s grace and to learn to live openly
and generously with all.
•
Part story, part spiritual meditation, 
The City is My Monastery offers spiritual 
wisdom for daily life rooted in the Nazareth
Community’s seven guiding principles: 
Silence, Service, Scripture, Sacrament, 
Sharing, Sabbath Time and Staying.
•
978 1 78622 213 8   £16.99
Available now from 
http://www.canterburypress.co.uk
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St Martin’s Flowers

St Martin’s is such an iconic and beautiful 
building in its own right that it needs 
very little by way of extra enhancement. 
What there is not, however, is any of 
the natural world nearby to soften the 
expanse of stone and steel of Trafalgar 
Square. St James’s Park is not far, but 
not visible from the church. Those of us 
who work with flowers aim to bring the 
beauty and abundance of nature inside 
to complement the glory of the building 
and to inspire our worship.

Arranging flowers in this unique 
environment brings unexpected 
rewards. On many occasions, we find that 
we are in the company of the musicians 
rehearsing for a forthcoming concert or 
service.  This is in itself is a huge delight. 
At times, it seems as if the whole world passes through St Martin’s—the seekers, 
the tourists, the homeless, the prayerful and maybe those who are just weary. 
Many of these complete strangers share their stories and memories while we 
work, placing a rose here or a strand of ivy there. These encounters help make 
our day.

During the past two years, a small group seems to have evolved organically to 
pursue our interest and desire to continue to create beauty at all the big festivals 
of the Christian year. We are a diverse band from many different parts of the 
world each bringing their own special skill and creativity. I like to hope we 
connect without tension. For many of us, arranging flowers is a form of therapy, 
gentle and healing. It is satisfying to stand back and contemplate the finished 
work. It is, too, an act of service and our humble contribution to the St Martin’s 
we love.

Without the continuing generosity of the donation from the Friends we could 
not do what we do. We are of course extremely grateful. Thank you so much.

Anne, Cathy, Justin, John, Merrolen, Noriko, Renate, Ruth thank you all so very 
much for being part of the team, giving so much of yourselves and teaching me 
so much.

Please do come and try flower arranging. No experience required.

Rosanne Townsend
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The Friends’ Festival - 15 June 2019

The Friends of St Martin’s Festival and Eucharist was held in St Martin’s 
Hall. Our vicar, Sam Wells, was with us for the day to officiate and preach 
at the Eucharist. The morning session culminated with a lively discussion 
emphasising our theme for the day of Shared Visions and New Horizons. One 
of the highlights was sharing the music and memories of the choir’s trip to St 
Mary’s Johannesburg

After a buffet lunch, the afternoon event—which was open to both members 
and non-members—featured Revd Sally Hitchiner, our new Associate Vicar 
for Ministry, who gave a presentation about her vision for St Martin’s. Sally 
has principal responsibility for congregational life, including pastoral care, 
formation, liturgy, budgeting and safeguarding, and also for communications. 

Katy Shaw, who leads the work of the Trust, then made a presentation about 
the ‘Building Futures’ project. Since its launch, Building Futures has secured 
£5 million of its £25 million campaign total needed to preserve St Martin’s as 
a church and centre for faith, hope, tolerance and inclusion. Resources are also 
needed to ensure live music, maintain the direct work with the homeless and 
vulnerable, and to ensure the maintenance of the fabric of the building.

The message of the afternoon was certainly one of positivity and of looking 
forward to new horizons and the precious nature of what we all share at 
St Martin’s. We would love to see more members of the Friends and the 
congregation share our special day in 2020.

I Have Called You Friends (John 15: 9-17): A sermon preached at 
the Friends of St Martin-in-the-Fields Annual Festival on June 15 
2019 by Revd Dr Sam Wells

Late at night, after the Last Supper, after washing the disciples’ feet, after Judas 
has left, Jesus gets the eleven to gather round, and decides it’s time to tell them 
the secret of everything. Jesus, in the half-light, says, ‘See that candle and its tiny 
flame that lights this whole room? There’s something as fragile and precious as 
that candle that’s at the heart of everything.’

And what is that secret? Why do we have this world, tucked away at an obscure 
corner of an unimaginably large universe? Because God wanted creatures to be 
with; to share life and joy and discovery with. Why did God under Moses lead 
the children of Israel out of Egypt? So they could be fully alive and enjoy God’s 
company. Why did God make a covenant with them on Mt Sinai? So everyone 
could know what being God’s friends entailed. At Mt Sinai God said, ‘You mean 
everything to me and I mean everything to you.’
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Creation, liberation, covenant. The three great themes of the Old Testament. 
But all of that was preparation – for this moment right now. At the last supper 
Jesus declares himself to be the new creation, the ultimate liberation and the 
fulfilment of the covenant. And all three are contained in one word: friendship. 
Jesus is the one who’s fully human, able to be God’s friend like never before. 
And Jesus is the one who’s fully divine, able to be our friend like no one else. 
And this disclosure comes at the Last Supper, while breaking bread together, 
because a companion is a person with whom you break bread. This moment is 
what the whole universe was created for – that God would be our companion, 
breaking bread together as friends, now and forever.

It’s a deceptively simple word, friendship. It sounds like the most straightforward 
thing in the world. Yet we shrink from making friendships. Why? Because 
friendships break, and because friendships die. When friendships break there’s 
hurt and pain. When friendships die there’s bereavement and loneliness. 

On Good Friday friendships broke and friendships died. There was betrayal, 
denial, abandonment – the things that break friendship. And there was 
execution, terrible loss – the things that kill friendship.’

But on Easter Sunday, Jesus showed that friendship with God is forever. He 
took all the things that break friendship, and transformed them. We call it the 
forgiveness of sins. And then he took all the things that kill friendship, and turned 
them upside down. We call it everlasting life. People hold back from friendship 
because of the prison of the past and the fear of the future. The resurrection 
liberates our past through forgiveness and frees our future through eternal life.

Jesus says, ‘I do not call you servants any longer; I have called you friends.’ 
He’s saying, ‘God doesn’t want servants. That’s not a voluntary relationship. 
God wants friends. That’s why I’m laying down my life: to show how much God 
wants you as friends; and to show that nothing, nothing at all, will stop God 
being your companion, now and forever.’ That’s what we remember, every time 
we break bread. We’re liberated from the past through forgiveness and offered 
the gift of the future through eternal life. We’re made God’s companions; God’s 
friends. That’s what Jesus came to show us, to tell us, to embody and to make 
possible. That’s the secret of everything.
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The Cathedral of St Mary the Virgin

The link between the Cathedral of St Mary the Virgin, Johannesburg, and St 
Martin-in-the-Fields began in the 1980s when Godfrey Harwood was dean of 
the Cathedral and Geoffrey Brown vicar of St Martin’s. The link between us is 
now symbolised particularly by Chaim Stephenson’s sculpture the Living South 
Africa Memorial, inspired by Sam Nzima’s photograph of limp body of Hector 
Pieterson in the arms of an older fellow-student. This sculpture was unveiled by 
Desmond Tutu (a former dean of St Mary’s Cathedral) at St Martin’s in October 
1994 to serve as a memorial to all those who suffered violence and injustice under 
apartheid. A second casting was unveiled in Johannesburg Cathedral in 2015. 
This version bears the Zulu inscription, ‘Sinethemba,’ meaning: ‘We have hope’ 
and is expressive of the conviction that the death of Hector Pieterson, as of so 
many others in ‘the struggle’, was not in vain. 

When I visited Johannesburg Cathedral earlier this autumn, I spoke in the service 
celebrating the 90th Anniversary of the consecration of the Cathedral, about 
this and other artworks in the Cathedral. Over its first 90 years of existence, the 
Cathedral has created an inclusive community that has supported social justice 
and engaged with culture, commerce, compassion and congregation. The artworks 
within the Cathedral reflect some of the different stages and challenges on that 
journey because culture both reflects and shapes the society in which it is set. 

The Cathedral has, with the support of the Friends, joined HeartEdge and has 
used the 4Cs of compassion, culture, commerce and congregation in reviewing its 
mission and ministry. My visit afforded the opportunity for HeartEdge discussions 
with the Parish Council and members of the International Partnerships Ministry. 
Plans have been developed to become a Centre of Learning within the creation 
of a Cathedral Precinct. In the light of the educational challenges facing South 
Africa, the Cathedral plans to contribute to the development of education in 
Johannesburg. The Dean’s Bursary Fund and the leadership development 
programme culminating in the Youth Pilgrimage to St Martin’s in 2020 are the 
first examples of these plans being implemented. Conversations with the City have 
begun regarding the creation of the Cathedral Precinct with its aim of enhancing 
the surrounding environment.

The next stage in building on our partnership with the Cathedral is the Youth 
Pilgrimage to St Martin’s in 2020. As part of a wider leadership development 
initiative for young people at the Cathedral, a group of nine young people and 
two adults will visit St Martin’s from 6–22 April 2020 to gain a broader set of 
leadership and cultural experiences. I met with this group to hear about their 
hopes for the Pilgrimage. Each of those coming has a leadership role within the 
Cathedral and a leadership development programme has been initiated for them 
in preparation for the Pilgrimage. I explored with them understandings and 
examples of leadership and discussed practical arrangements for the Pilgrimage.
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Your support is needed to make this experience as valuable as possible for the group. 
We need offers of accommodation or of evening meals (whether at home or eating 
out) for the group. Please contact me on 020 7766 1127 or jonathan.evens@smitf.
org for more information and to explore what you could offer. It is not necessary 
to host the whole group for a meal (although offers to do so will, of course, be very 
welcome), so please get in touch to discuss what you may be able to offer.

Revd Jonathan Evens

CHURCH NEWS

Patronal Festival

‘One night in an unusually severe winter, Martin met a beggar at the gates of the 
city of Amiens and, having nothing but his arms and the plain garment of a soldier, 
he prayed that those passing would have compassion on the naked man. However, 
no one came to his aid, so Martin, taking his sword, cut his cloak in two and gave 
half to the beggar. That night Martin had a dream in which the risen Christ was 
wearing half a cloak and telling his angels that Martin had given it to him.’

Sunday 10 November 5.00pm marked our Patronal Festival, sometimes known as 
our Birthday Party. It is the day we celebrate St Martin of Tours, the patron saint 
of our church. Because it always falls on Remembrance Sunday, we celebrate on 
the Sunday evening. This year the service focused on the story of how St Martin 
gave half his cloak to a beggar, and in a dream that night discovered the beggar was 
Jesus. Six people representing different parts of our community – congregation, 
business, Chinese, Trust, The Connection and Charity – spoke about what the cloak 
story means to them, and Sam Wells introduced the congregation’s new vision 
statement encompassed in the phrase ‘Being with God on the Edge’. Afterwards 
there was dinner and a quiz in the hall and lightwell. We all enjoyed a wonderfully 
uplifting and convivial evening.
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Welcome: Getting to know our new Sheppard Scholars

The Sheppard Scholar programme is designed 
to promote future church leaders.

Francesco Aresco and Georgina Illingworth 
were the first Pastoral Assistants in the 
Sheppard Scholar scheme and they have now 
left us to go on to ministerial and teacher 
training respectively and our thoughts, 
prayers and thanks go with them. We have 
now welcomed two new Pastoral Assistants 
as part of the HeartEdge Sheppard Scholar 
scheme. Brandon Fletcher-James takes on 
the congregational Pastoral Assistant role, 
while Jessica White is the Pastoral Assistant 
working with HeartEdge.  

Brandon Fletcher James joined us following a year he spent as Pastoral Assistant 
in a church in Sunderland which he did following studying theology. He works 
predominantly with Richard in our daily life and will be involved in many of our 
weekly groups. 

Jess White joined us from studying theology at St Andrew’s, works with 
Jonathan in the HeartEdge team and is also part of our congregational life.  

Jess writes:

‘My role as Sheppard Scholar thus far has been rather busy but greatly inspiring. 
With HeartEdge, I’ve attended several consultancy days across London, helped 
with two introductory days outside of London, and assisted with the annual 
conference in Edinburgh. This has led me to meet many wonderful and 
interesting people and opened my eyes to the joyful possibility inherent to this 
interdenominational network of churches. Outside of HeartEdge I have sat in 
on the meetings of various committees, assisted with the Disability Conference, 
and helped with the Autumn Lecture Series, all of which has given me a broad 
understanding of life in a busy church. The people are fantastic, and I have 
greatly enjoyed getting to know several characters among the congregation. 
And yet my favourite part of this very wide-ranging role is the worship, which 
allows me the time to take a deep breath and reflect. Attending church on a 
Sunday morning and Bread for the World on Wednesday evenings refocuses my 
attention on the driving force behind the incessant activity of St Martin’s. In all, 
the role has been challenging, stimulating, and greatly enjoyable.’
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Welcome: Revd Catherine Duce joined St Martin’s as 
Assistant Vicar for Partnership Development

Revd Catherine Duce re-joined St Martin-in-
the-Fields in October 2019 as Assistant Vicar 
for Partnership Development to further develop 
HeartEdge in London, while also leading on 
Nazareth Community partnerships more generally 
and supporting other key initiatives at St Martin’s.

Her role will enable St Martin’s to support the 
revitalisation of mission and ministry across the 
Diocese of London by offering HeartEdge events, 
networks and resources to the capital’s churches.

Born and raised in Lincoln, Catherine joined the 
congregation of St Martin-in-the-Fields in 2008, 

and was Pastoral Assistant 2011-2012. Deeply shaped by her experiences and 
encounters at St Martin’s, Catherine went on to be ordained in 2015.

Subsequently she was Assistant Curate at St Stephen with St John, Westminster 
where she  instigated new partnerships to revitalise the church’s work with 
marginalised people establishing a St Stephen’s night shelter; a Second Half 
Club programme for older people; deepening pastoral relationships within the 
local women’s hostel and palliative care home; and, with the support of the 
Nazareth Community of which Catherine is a founding member, extending 
opportunities for silent prayer in the midst of this busy city.

Catherine writes: ‘I am thrilled to have this opportunity to return to St Martin’s 
to work with HeartEdge. This is a refreshing initiative encouraging mutual 
sharing about congregational life, compassion, culture and commerce between 
St Martin’s and other communities.’ 

Catherine is married to Matthew Harbage, a peace activist and a priest serving 
at St Mark’s, Regent’s Park.
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The Autumn Lecture Series—the Quality of Mercy

In a time of increasing conflict, division 
and blame, this year’s Autumn Lecture 
series explored the concept of mercy in 
our world today; what part it needs to 
play in issues of race, equality, truth and 
justice; and how literature, music, poetry 
and drama, can help shift perspectives to 
help us see the world through others’ eyes. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to listen 
to brilliant and renowned writers, artists, 
theologians and speakers who addressed how and if we can discover a mercy 
that will lead to a deeper humanity and true transformation. 

One of the highlights was the Quality of Mercy in Drama in which two of  Britain’s 
best-loved actors—Simon Russell Beale and Juliet Stevenson, spoke about the 
way drama leads us to experience the world through another’s skin and how it 
helps us to discover the quality of mercy and all that threatens it. 

The F Word: Stories of Forgiveness

‘The F Word’ exhibition ran alongside  
St Martin-in-the-Fields’ Autumn Lecture 
Series this year. In a world where retaliation 
and revenge grab all the headlines, ‘the F 
Word: Stories of Forgiveness’ exhibition 
told the stories of people whose lives have 
been shattered by violence, tragedy and 
injustice and who are learning to forgive, 
reconcile or move on. 

The F Word aims to open up a dialogue and 
promote understanding. The Forgiveness 
Project believes that by listening to the 
voices of people who have experienced 
reconciliation and renewal after trauma 
and unrest, it is possible to see alternatives to endless cycles of conflict, violence, 
crime and injustice. The remarkable stories in the F Word aim to do just this.

The exhibition was the brainchild of British journalist, Marina Cantacuzino, 
and photographer, Brian Moody, who have collected numerous accounts from 
across the globe. The exhibition has been seen in more than 550 venues across 
14 countries, to an audience of over 70,000 people.
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Prayer for the Friends of St Martin’s 
(adapted from two Bread for the World prayers)

In the midst of this city,

into the busyness of our lives,

we seek your presence. 

You are the word for us to speak,

you are the truth for us to tell.

Though our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen. 

Rear cover images, top three: Annual Pilgrimage from London to Canterbury. The Pilgrimage 
is a major fundraising event for The Connection at St Martin’s, and also a spiritual journey for all 
who take part, including many of our guests and volunteers at the Sunday International Group. 
This year it took place on 24-27 May.

Bottom: Revd Sally Hitchiner appearing on Sky News discussing a survey by the National Secular 
Society that suggests atheism has doubled in the past few years. She went head-to-head with the 
chair of the NSS to debate the question will churches become irrelevant? 




