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Thank you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
watching online from home.

We have gone beyond the government and Church of England guidelines to 
ensure that we have the safest possible experience of being with each other 
for our worship. 

 • Maintain 2m distance
 • Hand sanitise regularly
 • Use phones for liturgy and giving
 • Sing only in our hearts

For full details, please see the separate document Congregation Safety over 
Covid 19.

Filming
This service is being streamed live to our public Facebook page. The camera 
will focus on the clergy and other contributors only for most of the service but will 
turn to face the congregation at times, in the central block of seating between 
the pillars. If you wish to avoid being on camera, please sit in one of the side 
areas and let a steward know if you would like to receive communion 

Supporting St Martin's
There will be no collection plate passed round during the service today. Instead 
you are invited to give in other ways:  
- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving,
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),
- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out.

https://stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving


The Gathering
Before the service, Schmücke dich, O liebe Seele by J.S. Bach is 
played on the organ.

 Welcome
 
 Please stand. Silence is kept.

 The Greeting
 The Lord be with you.  
All And also with you

Opening Hymn   
 Recorded remotely by the Choral scholars and edited together.

1 For the fruits of his creation, 
 Thanks be to God; 
 For his gifts to every nation, 
 Thanks be to God; 
 For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
 Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
 Thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labour, 
 God's will is done;
 In the help we give our neighbour, 
 God's will is done;
 In our world-wide task of caring 
 For the hungry and despairing, 
 In the harvests we are sharing, 
 God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of his Spirit, 
 Thanks be to God; 
 For the good we all inherit, 
 Thanks be to God; 
 For the wonders that astound us, 
 For the truths that still confound us, 
 Most of all that love has found us, 
 Thanks be to God.
 Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)
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 Please sit or kneel.

 Confession
Compassion and forgiveness belong to our God, though we have 
rebelled. 
Let us then renounce our wilfulness and seek mercy by confessing 
our sins in penitence and faith.

All Heavenly Father, you have loved us with an everlasting love, 
but we have gone our own way, and rejected your will for our 
lives. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not 
loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are sorry for our sins 
and turn away from them. For the sake of your Son who died for 
us, forgive us, cleanse us, and change us. In your mercy forgive 
what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct 
what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with you, our God. By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live 
for you, and to please you in every way; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your 
sins, heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.   

 Please stand.

 Gloria in Excelsis (see overleaf)
Recorded remotely by the Choir of St Martin-in-the-Fields from their 
homes and edited together.

 Collect 
Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.   

 Please sit or kneel.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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 The Liturgy of the Word  
 First Reading   Genesis 25: 19-end   read by Phyllis SantaMaria

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was 
the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married 
Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister 
of Laban the Aramean.  Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife 
Rebekah conceived.  
The children struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If it is to be 
this way, why do I live?’  So she went to inquire of the Lord.  And the 
Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples 
born of you shall be divided; one shall be stronger than the other, the 
elder shall serve the younger.’  When her time to give birth was at 
hand, there were twins in her womb.  The first came out red, all his 
body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  Afterwards his 
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was 
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  When 
the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he 
was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  Once when Jacob was 
cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 
Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!’  (Therefore he was called Edom.)  Jacob said, ‘First sell 
me your birthright.’  Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of what use is a 
birthright to me?’  Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.’  So he swore to him, 
and sold his birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way.  Thus 
Esau despised his birthright.

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.

 Second Reading   Romans 8: 1-11   read by Matt Frost
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and of death.  For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
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For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 
on the things of the Spirit.  To set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law – indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God.  But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness.  If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 Please stand.

 Gospel Hymn   
 Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars and edited together.

 Water of life, cleanse and refresh us; 
 raise us to life in Christ Jesus. 

1 All you who thirst, come to the waters,
 and you will never be thirsty again.
 Chorus 
 
2 As rain from heav’n so is God's word,
 it waters the earth and brings forth life.
 Chorus
 
3 Dying with Christ, so we shall rise with him,
 death shall no longer have pow’r over us.
 Chorus
 
4 Turn to the Lord, cast off your wickedness,
 you will find peace in his infinite love.
 Chorus
 
 Stephen Dean (b.1948)
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 Gospel Reading   Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.  
Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and 
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen!  A sower went out to 
sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 
no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell 
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!  Hear then the parable of 
the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away.  As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Please sit.

 Sermon   Revd Catherine Duce
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 Anthem   The Canticle of Brother Sun   Grayston Ives
 Archive recording by St Martin's Voices.

Most high, omnipotent Lord, all praise, all honour and glory be given 
to thee, to thee alone most high all praise belong. 

Be praised O Lord for all thy works. 
For brother Sun whose brightness makes the light by which we see. 
For sister moon, whose beams were formed to shine so clear and 
bright. 
For brother wind, whose clouds and breezes blow across the land. 
For sister water, so precious, humble, lowly, chaste and pure. 

Be praised O Lord for all thy works. 
Be praised my Lord for brother fire whose flames and light illuminate 
the night. 
Be praised my Lord for sister Earth, for grass and plants and flowers 
and all our food. 
Be praised my Lord for all thy love bestowed on us. 

Bless those who walk the way of peace in quiet to live. 
Bless those who walk the way of peace. 
By thee O Lord most high they shall be crowned. 
Be praised O heavenly Lord, all praise and blessing and glory be 
given to you, 
with humblest thanks for all he’s given you. Amen

 Please stand.

 Nicene Creed
All We believe in one God,
  the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is,
  seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the only Son of God,
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light,
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made,
  of one Being with the Father;
  through him all things were made.
             (continued)
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  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
  who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
  who has spoken through the prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come.
  Amen. 

 Please sit or kneel.

 The Prayers of Intercession   led by Bronwyn Sanders
 The response to the prayers is:
 Lord, in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.

 And, at the end:
 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of your Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
 Amen.

 Please stand.
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 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
 The Peace 

God calls us out of darkness into wonderful light.  Let us therefore 
pursue everything which makes for peace and builds one another up 
in love.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

You are invited to offer one another a sign of peace. It is currently our 
convention to do this without making physical contact with one 
another.

As we place bread and wine on the altar during the next hymn, 
members of the congregation watching from home are invited to write 
a short phrase in the comments section of the Facebook live stream 
placing an experience they have had this week on the altar.

There is no collection plate during today's offertory hymn. Instead 
you are welcome to give in other ways:
- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving,
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),
- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out.

 Offertory Hymn   
 Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars and edited together.

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
 there is no shadow of turning with thee;
 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not,
 as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.

 Great is thy faithfulness!
 Great is thy faithfulness!
 Morning by morning new mercies I see;
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided -
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
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2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
 sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
 join with all nature in manifold witness
 to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

 Great is thy faithfulness!
 Great is thy faithfulness!
 Morning by morning new mercies I see;
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided -
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
    
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

 Great is thy faithfulness!...

 Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960)

 The Preparation of the Table 
 The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 Blessed be God,
 by whose grace creation is renewed,
 by whose love heaven is opened,
 by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
All Blessed be God forever 

 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Creator God, you made this earth of paths and rocks and thorns and 
soil.  To Abraham you promised fertile land, and to Moses you offered 
blessing and freedom.  In your prophets you called your people to 
cultivate the promises of your land and cherish the blessings of your 
freedom.  In Jesus you gave us your superabundant soil.  In his cross 
he was ploughed and broken open, that we might be restored, 
replenished and renewed, to be planted again as your good seed in 
this earth.  And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels 
and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending 
praise.

Abundant God, from your good soil you make enough and plenty to 
feed and inspire all your children, and out of your earth you bring the 
glory of resurrection life.  Come among us now through the power of 
your Spirit, that we may be transformed into your likeness, and that 
these gifts of bread and wine may become for us the body and blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ.  Who, at supper with his disciples, took 
bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’  After supper he took the cup.  Again he gave 
you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’
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 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All  Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

Transforming God, where your children are in the grip of evil and 
bewilderment, bring them your courage and clarity.  Where they are 
without deep root and facing trouble or persecution, give them 
patience and endurance.  Where they are burdened by the cares of 
the world and tempted by the lure of wealth, offer them wisdom and 
understanding.  And where they bear fruit and yield, make that fruit 
so plentiful that it may feed all in your world who hunger for faith, for 
hope, or for love.  Sanctify your groaning creation, that your universe 
may breathe your breath and be filled with your life anew, that we 
may love what you love, and do what you would do, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, ever one God. 

All Amen.

 
 Please sit or kneel.

 The Lord's Prayer
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our first language:

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  
 Amen.
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 The Breaking of the Bread
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body,
 because we all share in one bread.

 
The Giving of Communion

Enter into the life of God, where you may find the food that satisfies, 
and the drink that never runs out.

 The body and blood of Christ.
All Amen

A steward will invite you forward for communion; please use the hand 
sanitiser provided if you wish to receive the bread. Communion is 
administered in one kind only. Blessings can be given, as the sign of 
the cross, though the priest will remain silent. Please follow the 
stewards' directions for returning to your seat.
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During the distribution of communion, Vater unser in Himmelreich 
(Our Father) by Georg Böhm is played.

 The Prayer after Communion
All You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, and you have

made yourself known in the breaking of the bread. Abide with 
us, we pray, that, blessed by your presence, we may walk with 
you all the days of our life, and at its end behold you in the glory 
of the eternal Trinity, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 The Dismissal
 Notices
 Ask the Vicar

 Please stand.

 Blessing
God the Father, who has given the Son that we might live free from 
condemnation, grant you the Spirit of life in abundance, that you 
might continue to walk in accord with the Spirit all the days of your 
life; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen.

 Thanksgiving Hymn 
 Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars and edited together.

1 All creatures of our God and King
 lift up your voice and with us sing
 Alleluia, alleluia.
 Thou burning sun with golden beam,
 thou silver moon with softer gleam,
 O praise him, O praise him,
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
 ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
 O praise him, alleluia.
 Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
 ye lights of evening, find a voice;
 O praise him, O praise him,
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

3 Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
 make music for thy Lord to hear,
 Alleluia, alleluia.
 Thou fire so masterful and bright,
 that givest man both warmth and light:
 O praise him, O praise him,
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

4 Let all things their Creator bless,
 and worship him in humbleness;
 O praise him, alleluia.
 Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
 and praise the Spirit, Three in One;
 O praise him, O praise him,
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

William Henry Draper (1855-1933) 
based on Laudato sii, O me signore St Francis of Assisi's Canticle of the Sun

The Dismissal

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ.  Amen.  
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Blessing Anthem  You shall go out with joy
Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars and edited together.

 You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace,
 and the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you.
 There'll be shouts of joy and the trees of the field
 shall clap, shall clap their hands,
 and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
 and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
 and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
 and you'll go out with joy.

Stuart Dauermann (b.1944)

To help maintain social distancing, please remain 
seated until you are invited to leave by a steward.
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If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us 
continue with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations 

towards the worshiping life of the church. You can give:

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving,

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out.

Thank you.

https://stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving
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