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Thank you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
watching online from home.

We have gone beyond the government and Church of England guidelines to 
ensure that we have the safest possible experience of being with each other 
for our worship. 

 • Wear a face covering
 • Maintain 2m distance
 • Hand sanitise regularly
 • Use phones for liturgy and giving
 • Sing only in our hearts

For full details, please see the separate document Congregation Safety over 
Covid 19.

Filming
This service is being streamed live to our public Facebook page. The camera 
focuses on the clergy and other contributors only for most of the service but 
turns to face the congregation at times, in the central block of seating between 
the pillars. If you wish to avoid being on camera, please sit in one of the side 
areas and let a steward know if you would like to receive communion 

Supporting St Martin's
There is no collection plate in the service today. Instead you are invited to give 
in other ways:  
- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving,

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 
  (texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out.

https://stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving


The Gathering
 Introit  O for a closer walk with God  Stanford
 Edited from recordings made in their homes by St Martin's Voices.

 O for a closer walk with God,
 A calm and heavenly frame,
 A light to shine upon the road
 That leads me to the Lamb.

 Return, O holy Dove! return,
 Sweet messenger of rest!
 I hate the sins that made Thee mourn,
 And drove Thee from my breast.

 So shall my walk be close with God,
 Calm and serene my frame;
 So purer light shall mark the road
 That leads me to the Lamb.

 Text: William Cowper (1731-1800)

 Welcome
 
 Please stand. Silence is kept.

 The Greeting
 The Lord be with you.  
All And also with you

Opening Hymn   
 Sung by St Martin’s Voices, recorded in church this week.

1 At the dawning of creation
 when the world began to be,
 God called forth the world's foundations
 from the deep chaotic sea.

2 When the Lord delivered Israel
 out of Egypt's bitter yoke,
 then the parting of the waters
 of the living water spoke.
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3 Water from the rock of Moses,
 water from the temple's side,
 water from the heart of Jesus,
 flow in this baptismal tide.

4 Thus united in this water
 each to all, and each to Christ;
 to his life of love he calls us
 by his total sacrifice.
 David Fox (1956-2008) 

 Please sit or kneel.

 Confession

The God of mercy in Christ comes to us across the sea of our doubt, 
distress and despair. Let us respond by confessing our sins and 
seeking the restoring embrace of our risen Lord.

All Most merciful God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
 help us to amend what we are, 
 and direct what we shall be; 
 that we may do justly, love mercy, 
 and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

All Amen

 Please stand.
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 Gloria in Excelsis
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 Collect 
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 
Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may 
bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.   

 Please sit or kneel.

 The Liturgy of the Word  
 First Reading   Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28   read by Martin Haigh

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the 
land of Canaan.  This is the story of the family of Jacob.  

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with 
his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his 
father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 
father.  Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, 
because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long 
robe with sleeves.  But when his brothers saw that their father loved 
him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably to him.  

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 
And Israel said to Joseph, ‘Are not your brothers pasturing the flock 
at Shechem?  Come, I will send you to them.’  He answered, ‘Here I 
am.’  So he said to him, ‘Go now, see if it is well with your brothers 
and with the flock; and bring word back to me.’  So he sent him from 
the valley of Hebron.  

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; 
the man asked him, ‘What are you seeking?’  ‘I am seeking my 
brothers,’ he said; ‘tell me, please, where they are pasturing the 
flock.’  The man said, ‘They have gone away, for I heard them say, 
“Let us go to Dothan.” ’  So Joseph went after his brothers, and found 
them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came 
near to them, they conspired to kill him.  They said to one another, 
‘Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him 
into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured 
him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.’  But when 
Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us 
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not take his life.’  Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw him 
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him’—that he 
might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father.  So 
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 
long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him 
into a pit.  The pit was empty; there was no water in it.  

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, 
balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt.  Then Judah 
said to his brothers, ‘What profit is there if we kill our brother and 
conceal his blood?  Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not 
lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.’  And his 
brothers agreed.  When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew 
Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.

 Second Reading   Romans 10: 5-15   read by Deborah Whalley,
            recorded remotely from home

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that ‘the person who does these things will live by them.’  But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
“Who will ascend into heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down) or 
“Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead).  But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips 
and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because 
if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved.  The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in 
him will be put to shame.’  For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.  
For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?  And 
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?  And 
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?  And how are 
they to proclaim him unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news! ’

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

5



 Please stand.

 Gospel Hymn   
 Sung by St Martin’s Voices, recorded in church this week.

1 Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult
 of our life's wild restless sea
 day by day his sweet voice soundeth,
 saying, 'Christian, follow me;'

2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it
 by the Galilean lake,
 turned from home and toil and kindred,
 leaving all for his dear sake.

3 Jesus calls us from the worship
 of the vain world's golden store,
 from each idol that would keep us,
 saying, 'Christian, love me more.'

4 In our joys and in our sorrows,
 days of toil and hours of ease,
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
 that we love him more than these.

5 Jesus calls us: by thy mercies,
 Saviour, make us hear thy call,
 give our hearts to thine obedience,
 serve and love thee best of all.
 Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895)

 Gospel Reading   Matthew 14: 22-33
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

And all at once Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and cross 
over to the other side of the lake, while he said good-bye to the 
crowds. And when he said good-bye to everybody, he went up the 
mountain alone to pray. When the night set in, he was there all by 
himself. Now the boat was already a long distance from shore, being 
tormented by the waves because the wind was against it. 
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At midnight he came to his disciples, walking on the water. And when 
they saw him walking on the water, they were terrified and said, 
'Courage! I am! Don't be afraid!' And Peter responded and said to 
him, 'Lord, if it really is you, command me to come to come to you on 
the water!' And Jesus said, 'Come on!' And Peter climbed out of the 
boat and walked on the water toward Jesus! But when Peter saw the 
wind, he was seized by fear and began to go under, and he cried out, 
'Lord, save me!' And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and 
grabbed him and said to him, 'O you man of littlefaith, why did you 
doubt?' And when they got back into the boat, the wind let up. And 
the people in the boat worshiped him, saying, 'Really, you are the 
Son of God!'

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Please sit.

 Sermon   Revd Sally Hitchiner

 Anthem   Walk humbly with your God  Malcolm Archer
 Sung by St Martin’s Voices, recorded in church this week.

He has shown you what is good:
And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with your God. 
Amen.
Text: Micah 6.8 

Please stand.

 Nicene Creed

All We believe in one God,
  the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is,
  seen and unseen. 
            (continued)
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  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the only Son of God,
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light,
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made,
  of one Being with the Father;
  through him all things were made.
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
  and was made man.            
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
                
  We believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
  who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
  who has spoken through the prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come.
  Amen. 

 Please sit or kneel.

 The Prayers of Intercession   led by Michael Angus
 The response to the prayers is:
 Lord, in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.

 And, at the end:
 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of your Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
 Amen.
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 Please stand.

 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
 The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
You are invited to offer one another a sign of peace. It is currently our 
convention to do this without making physical contact with one 
another.

As we place bread and wine on the altar during the next hymn, 
members of the congregation watching from home are invited to write 
a short phrase in the comments section of the Facebook live stream 
placing an experience they have had this week on the altar.

There is no collection plate during today's offertory hymn. Instead 
you are welcome to give in other ways:

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving,

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 
(texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way 
out if you are in church today.

 Offertory Hymn   
 Sung by St Martin’s Voices, recorded in church this week.

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
 forgive our foolish ways;
 re-clothe us in our rightful mind;
 in purer lives thy service find,
 in deeper reverence, praise.
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2 In simple trust like theirs who heard
 beside the Syrian sea
 the gracious calling of the Lord,
 let us, like them, without a word
 rise up and follow thee.

3 Drop thy still dews of quietness,
 till all our strivings cease;
 take from our souls the strain and stress,
 and let our ordered lives confess
 the beauty of thy peace.

4 Breathe through the heats of our desire
 thy coolness and thy balm;
 let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
 speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
 O still small voice of calm.
 John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)

 The Preparation of the Table 
 The Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and 
the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.   
 Amen.

 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is right to lift our hearts to you, almighty God, for your spirit brooded 
over the waters before the foundation of the world, your pillar of fire 
led your people to freedom through the waters of the Red Sea, and 
your Son Jesus came to his disciples across the stormy waves of the 
Sea of Galilee.  In his agonising death we see how far away we stray 
from you, and in his resurrection we see how you draw us close 
despite our betrayals and failures.  We long for the day when all the 
saints will adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around the 
glassy sea, with angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.

We thank and praise you, Lord God, because in Jesus you come to 
us, call us to you, lift us up when we fear and fail and fall, and stay 
with us through the storm.  Come among us now through the power 
of your Spirit, that we may be transformed into your likeness, and that 
these gifts of bread and wine may become for us the body and blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ.  Who, at supper with his disciples, took 
bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’  After supper he took the cup.  Again he gave 
you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’
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 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All  Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

Everlasting God, you promise us the righteousness that comes from 
faith, and you assure us that everyone who calls upon your name will 
be saved. Be close to all who struggle to believe, make yourself 
known to any who have never heard, empower those who are called 
to proclaim, and bless the ones you have sent.  Visit those who are 
hungry: be among them as the bread of life.  Comfort any who are 
thirsty: restore them with your fountain of living water.  Strengthen all 
who are at sea in the trials and travails of life: come to them across 
the waters and make your home with them. We pray in union with 
Christ in the power of your Holy Spirit, who helps us in our weakness, 
and intercedes with sighs too deep for words, Father of all, now and 
forever. 

All Amen.

 
 Please sit or kneel.

 The Lord's Prayer
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our first language:

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  
 Amen.
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 The Breaking of the Bread
You take us and bless us and sometimes you break us 

All  That through us your life may be shared with your people. 

 The Giving of Communion
In Christ God turns scarcity to abundance. Come enter the abundance 
of the kingdom. 

 The body and blood of Christ.
All Amen

A steward will invite you forward for communion; please use the hand 
sanitiser provided if you wish to receive the bread. Communion is 
administered in one kind only. Blessings can be given, as the sign of 
the cross, though the priest will remain silent. Please follow the 
stewards' directions for returning to your seat. 

 Communion Motet   Walk Softly   Bob Chilcott
 Archive recording by St Martin's Voices.

When we assemble here to worship God, 
to sing His praises and to hear His word, we walk softly. 
With purity of heart; and with clean hands, 
our souls are free; we’re free from Satan’s bands, we will walk softly. 
While we are passing thro’ the sacred door, 
into the fold where Christ has gone before, we will walk softly. 
We’ll worship and bow down, we will rejoice 
and when we hear the Shepherd’s gentle voice, we will walk softly.

 
 Text: Shaker anthem

 The Prayer after Communion
All Holy Father, you have gathered us here around the table of your

Son to share this meal with the whole household of God: in the 
new world where you reveal the fullness of your peace, by your 
Holy Spirit gather people of every race and language to share in 
the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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 The Dismissal
 Notices

 Ask the Vicar 
 If you have a question to submit, please contact harriet.merz@smitf.org. 

 Please stand.

 Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

The Dismissal 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ.  Amen.  

 Thanksgiving Hymn 
 Sung by St Martin’s Voices, recorded in church this week.

1 At the name of Jesus
 every knee shall bow,
 every tongue confess him
 King of Glory now:
 'tis the Father's pleasure
 we should call him Lord,
 who from the beginning
 was the mighty Word:

2 Humbled for a season,
 to receive a name
 from the lips of sinners
 unto whom he came,
 faithfully he bore it
 spotless to the last,
 brought it back victorious
 when from death he passed.
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3 Name him, Christians, name him,
 with love strong as death,
 but with awe and wonder,
 and with bated breath;
 he is God the Saviour,
 he is Christ the Lord,
 ever to be worshipped,
 trusted and adored.

4 Surely, this Lord Jesus
 shall return again, 
 with his Father's glory,
 with his angel train;
 for all wreaths of empire
 meet upon his brow,
 and our hearts confess him
 King of Glory now.

Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877)
 

To help maintain social distancing, please remain 
seated until you are invited to leave by a steward.

 Voluntary   Wade in the Water   arr. Hogan
 Archive recording by St Martin's Voices.

Wade in the water, 
Wade in the water, children,
Wade in the water, 
God’s gonna trouble the water.

See that host all dressed in white,
God’s gonna trouble the water.
The leader looks like Israelite,
God’s gonna trouble the water. 

See that band all dressed in red,
God’s gonna trouble the water.
Well it looked like the band that Moses led,
God’s gonna trouble the water. 
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If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us 
continue with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations 

towards the worshiping life of the church. You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 
  (texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out,

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving: 

Thank you.

https://stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving

