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Introit Oculi omnium Wood
Oculi omnium in te spirant Domine:
Et tu das escam illoprum in tempore opportuno.
Gloria tibi, Domine.
Amen
The eyes of all hope in you, Lord:
And you give them food at the right time.
Glory to you, Lord.
Amen
Bishop Heber; Psalm 104

Welcome
Preces John Harper

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray
with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for
ever.
All Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Psalmody Psalm 54
Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 18.21-end
Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, ‘How long will you
go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him;
but if Baal, then follow him.’ The people did not answer him a word.
Then Elijah said to the people, ‘I, even I only, am left a prophet of the
Lord; but Baal’s prophets number four hundred and fifty. Let two bulls
be given to us; let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in
pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; I will prepare the
other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. Then you call
on the name of your god and I will call on the name of the Lord; the
god who answers by fire is indeed God.’ All the people answered,
‘Well spoken!’ Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, ‘Choose for
yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; then call
on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.’ So they took the bull
that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal
from morning until noon, crying, ‘O Baal, answer us!’ But there was
no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they had
made. At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, ‘Cry aloud! Surely he is
a god; either he is meditating, or he has wandered away, or he is on
a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.’ Then
they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themselves with
swords and lances until the blood gushed out over them. As midday
passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but
there was no voice, no answer, and no response.
Then Elijah said to all the people, ‘Come closer to me’; and all the
people came closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the Lord that
had been thrown down; Elijah took twelve stones, according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the
Lord came, saying, ‘Israel shall be your name’; with the stones he
built an altar in the name of the Lord. Then he made a trench around
the altar, large enough to contain two measures of seed. Next he put
the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He
said, ‘Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt-offering and on
the wood.’ Then he said, ‘Do it a second time’; and they did it a
second time. Again he said, ‘Do it a third time’; and they did it a third
time, so that the water ran all round the altar, and filled the trench
also with water.

At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near
and said, ‘O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known
this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I
have done all these things at your bidding. Answer me, O Lord, answer
me, so that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that
you have turned their hearts back.’ Then the fire of the Lord fell and
consumed the burnt-offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and
even licked up the water that was in the trench. When all the people
saw it, they fell on their faces and said, ‘The Lord indeed is God; the
Lord indeed is God.’ Elijah said to them, ‘Seize the prophets of Baal;
do not let one of them escape.’ Then they seized them; and Elijah
brought them down to the Wadi Kishon, and killed them there.
Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of
rushing rain.’ So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. Elijah went up to
the top of Carmel; there he bowed himself down upon the earth and
put his face between his knees. He said to his servant, ‘Go up now,
look towards the sea.’ He went up and looked, and said, ‘There is
nothing.’ Then he said, ‘Go again seven times.’ At the seventh time he
said, ‘Look, a little cloud no bigger than a person’s hand is rising out
of the sea.’ Then he said, ‘Go and say to Ahab, “Harness your chariot
and go down before the rain stops you.” ’ In a little while the heavens
grew black with clouds and wind; there was heavy rain. Ahab rode off
and went to Jezreel. But the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; he girded
up his loins and ran in front of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

Canticle Venite Harper
New Testament Reading Acts 21.1-16
When we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight
course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.
When we found a ship bound for Phoenicia, we went on board and set
sail. We came in sight of Cyprus; and leaving it on our left, we sailed
to Syria and landed at Tyre, because the ship was to unload its cargo
there. We looked up the disciples and stayed there for seven days.
Through the Spirit they told Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. When our
days there were ended, we left and proceeded on our journey; and all
of them, with wives and children, escorted us outside the city. There
we knelt down on the beach and prayed and said farewell to one
another. Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home.

When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais;
and we greeted the believers and stayed with them for one day. The
next day we left and came to Caesarea; and we went into the house
of Philip the evangelist, one of the seven, and stayed with him. He
had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy. While we
were staying there for several days, a prophet named Agabus came
down from Judea. He came to us and took Paul’s belt, bound his own
feet and hands with it, and said, ‘Thus says the Holy Spirit, “This is
the way the Jews in Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt
and will hand him over to the Gentiles.” ’ When we heard this, we and
the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul
answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For
I am ready not only to be bound but even to die in Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus.’ Since he would not be persuaded, we
remained silent except to say, ‘The Lord’s will be done.’
After these days we got ready and started to go up to Jerusalem.
Some of the disciples from Caesarea also came along and brought
us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom
we were to stay.

Gospel Canticle Benedictus Plainsong
Prayers
The response to the prayers is:
All

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Collect for the Day

All

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your church in
the burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in
the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be
found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever,
Amen

Lord's Prayer Rimsky-Korsakov arr.Stancliffe

Notices

Blessing
Blessing Anthem Almighty and everlasting God Gibbons
Almighty and everlasting God,
mercifully look upon our infirmities,
and in all our dangers and necessities
stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If you have enjoyed this service and would like to help us continue
with this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards
the worshiping life of the church.
You can give:
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10
(texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message),
- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving:

Thank you.
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