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Summary 

ÅThe growth strategy for the Cambridge sub-

region and the joint working arrangements that 

supported its preparation and are underpinning 

its implementation 

 

ÅQuality initiatives promoted by Cambridgeshire 

Horizons during 2004-11 including the Quality 

Charter for Growth 

 

ÅLessons learnt from the Cambridge experience 



Greater Cambridge  

Greater Peterborough LEP 



Cambridgeshire and Peterborough- 

current growth strategy 



Cambridge context 

ÅPopulation 126,500 

growing at 1.3% p.a. 

Å29,000 students 

Å96,300 jobs (55,900 

private sector + 40,400 

public sector) 

ÅLowest level of job-

seekers ï 0.7% 

Å4.5 million visitors p.a. 

ÅAverage house price is 

14.8 times the average 

household income 

 Centre for Cities- City Outlook 2015 



Five economic drivers 

ÅFive sectors that are driving the 

Cambridge economy: 

ïTechnology-based companies 

ïResearch sector 

ïPublic sector (education and local 

government) 

ïRegional centre for shopping/leisure 

ïTourism 

 

ï...and proximity to London 





Cambridgeshire growth strategy 

ÅConceived in the late 1990s ï assisted by the 

Cambridge Futures initiative 

ÅStrategic approach embedded in RPG6 for East Anglia 

in 2000 

ÅCarried forward into 2003 Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Structure Plan 

ÅDefined at site specific level in 2006 City Local Plan and 

District Councilsô Core Strategies 

ÅBeing carried forward into current reviews of Local Plans 

to 2031 under the 2013 óCambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Memorandum of Understandingô 



Cambridge Futures initiative 1998-2000 

ÅInitiative between Cambridge City Council and 
Cambridge University 

ÅBroadened out into a wider Sub-regional Steering Group 
overseeing work carried out within the University 

ÅSeven spatial options were modelled and tested against 
three criteria: 
ïEquity 

ïEfficiency 

ïEnvironment 

ÅConclusions of modelling and testing were presented to 
the community in the form of 3D computer simulations 

ÅResults of the consultation fed into the Regional 
Planning process along with other site-specific studies 



Cambridge Futures spatial options 
www.hop.co.uk/cambridgefutures/futures1/index.htm 

 

ÅMinimum Growth 

ÅDensification 

ÅDevelop ónecklace villagesô 

ÅUrban extensions: ógreen swapô 

ÅGrowth along transport links 

ÅóVirtual highwayô 

ÅNew Town  
 

http://www.hop.co.uk/cambridgefutures/futures1/index.htm








The key principles for growth in the 

Cambridge sub-region 

ÅSequential approach to location of growth: 

ïUrban brownfield sites in Cambridge 

ïUrban extensions to Cambridge subject to a 

review of the inner boundary of the Green Belt 

ïNew Town beyond the Green Belt linked to 

city by high quality public transport 

ïGrowth of market towns 

ïModest growth of some villages in sustainable 

locations 



Sketch from DEGW East Cambridge Study 

(2001) 



2013 Draft City Local Plan Map 



2013 Draft South Cambridgeshire Local 

Plan Map 



Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire 

District settlement strategy 2011-2031 

 

ÅCambridge urban area    6600 homes 

ÅCambridge fringe sites  11,900 homes 

ÅNew settlements   10,300 homes 

ÅVillages       4700 homes 

                                   

     Total  33,500 homes 

 



Current joint working arrangements 

 

ÅStrategic level 

ïJoint Strategic Planning Unit was established in 2011 covering 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough overseen by a Joint Member 

Group 

ïSHMA completed over Cambridge housing market area 

ï2013 óCambridgeshire and Peterborough Memorandum of 

Understandingô on housing growth and spatial strategy 

ÅMajor development sites 

ïCity/County/South Cambridgeshire Major Developments Joint 

Planning Committee determines planning applications on the city 

fringe sites 

ïJoint County/South Cambridgeshire Planning Committee covers 

Northstowe 

 



Greater Cambridge City Deal 

Å An agreement signed in 2014 between Central Government and the 

County, City and South Cambridgeshire Councils plus Cambridge 

University and the LEP that aims to: 

ïprovide £1bn of local and national public sector investment over 

2015-2031; 

ïaccelerate delivery of 33,480 planned homes; 

ïenable delivery of 1,000 extra new homes on rural exception 

sites; 

ïdeliver over 400 new Apprenticeships for young people; 

ïcreate 45,000 new jobs; 

ïcreate a governance arrangement for joint decision making 

between the local councils 



Cambridgeshire Horizons  

Quality of Life initiatives 2004-2011 

 

 


