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Background information about Samaritan’s Purse UK,   
challenges and opportunities related to the  
Major Donor Fundraising Manager role 
 

1.   About Samaritan’s Purse 
 
Helping In Jesus’ Name™ 
Samaritan's Purse is a non-denominational evangelical Christian organisation providing spiritual 
and physical aid to hurting people around the world.  Since 1970, Samaritan's Purse has helped 
victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease, and famine with the purpose of sharing God's 
love through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
"Go and do likewise"... Luke 10:37d  

 

2.  Objects and Principal Activities 
 
In accordance with the Memorandum and Articles of Association, the objects o f  t h e  
C h a r i t y  are the advancement of the Christian faith through educational projects and the relief 
of poverty.  Our Mission Statement sets out who we are and what we are trying to achieve 
globally.  It is shared by all of our offices across the world and is as follows: 
 

 Samaritan's Purse is a non-profit, Christian organisation providing Church support and 
emergency relief and development assistance to suffering people around the world. 
 

 Samaritan's Purse is meeting the physical needs of victims of war, famine, natural disaster 
and disease with the aim of demonstrating God's love and sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

 The aid and assistance are given by Samaritan's Purse without regard to the race, creed, 
gender, religion or ethnicity of the beneficiaries. 

 
In fulfilling this mission statement, the UK office is focusing its resources on a particular approach 
that complements and contributes to the global effort. 
 

3. Our Strategic Approach 
In order to achieve our Mission and purpose, our programme work and strategic approach 
encompasses: 
 
Emergency Response 
Samaritan's Purse's strategy in Emergency Response is to build capacity in an ability to respond 
quickly to emergencies together with a network of SP Offices around the globe.  Samaritan's 
Purse UK has developed a Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) register from which 
skilled personnel from the UK are selected as part of this global response working closely with 
SP Offices from the USA and Canada. 
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Long-term Development 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WaSH) programmes 
Maternal Child Health 
Livelihoods (Raising Families) 
 
Samaritan's Purse in the UK is strategically focusing on key areas of sectoral expertise - 
notably Water, Women’s Programming and Livelihoods, and geographically focusing on Central 
Asia and s u b - S a h a r a n  Africa.  
 
Operation Christmas Child and The Greatest Journey 
Samaritan's Purse is also focused on providing practical tools such as sending Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes, wrapped and packed by people from all walks of life in the UK.  
National volunteer teams overseas, trained by Samaritan’s Purse, work with Churches and 
communities as they use these shoeboxes to reach out to their neighbours.  Children receiving 
shoeboxes are given a free invitation to attend a 12-lesson teaching programme, The Greatest 
Journey, through which they learn about Jesus, what it means to be a Christian and how to share 
what they have learned with others.  
 

4. 2014-15 Income  
 

 
 
Note.  Income shown for 2014-15 is split between Gift-in-Kind (GIK) and Cash Donations and Grants. 



 

 

Page 3 of 5 

5.   Future Challenges and Opportunities  
 

Historically, the vast majority of Samaritan’s Purse income has come from its Mission activity, 
Operation Christmas Child (OCC).  Although the number of shoeboxes received for shipment 
overseas increased in 2015, for the first time in over five years, the decline in OCC income in 
previous years has seen Samaritan’s Purse focus on diversifying its income streams.   
 
This was necessary to enable the Charity to service increasing demand for International 
Development activities which had become overly dependent on surplus OCC income.   
 
Please note that as much as 80% of Samaritan’s Purse total income has been Gift-in-Kind (GIK, 
shoebox gifts) but this proportion has decreased in recent years due to increased income from a 
variety of fundraising initiatives.  
 
While steps have been taken to reverse the OCC income trend, given the need and opportunity to 
expand both its Mission activity and its International Development activity, it is clear that 
Samaritan’s Purse needs to fund each activity separately; Mission and International Development 
programmes must become self-sufficient, as far as funding is concerned. 
 
Samaritan’s Purse has become very successful with marketing campaigns to raise funds from 
‘activists’, supplemented by more conventional online/offline Donor fundraising activities.  Grants 
from the Department of International Development (DFID) and have also buoyed the funds that  
Samaritan’s Purse has available to meet this growing demand but it is in the area of major gifts 
that Samaritan’s Purse, today, sees the opportunity for substantial, step function growth. 
 
Although the organisation had initiated a ‘Key Relationship’ programme back in 2008, this had 
been largely ineffective as far as securing major gifts were concerned.  However, in 2014, 
Samaritan’s Purse established a more formal Major Donor fundraising programme, recruiting both 
a Major Donor fundraiser, and a Trust and Prospect Researcher, with financial support from its 
headquarters division in Boone, North Carolina.  Funding for three years was available, however 
the success of this initiative saw Samaritan’s Purse in the UK able to accept full responsibility for 
these two Staff members in less than two years.  
 
Samaritan’s Purse in the US has now repeated their generous offer to underwrite a second Major 
Donor fundraiser in the UK.  Although funding for this new position is coming from Samaritan’s 
Purse’s parent organisation initially, it is intended that this role will become ‘self-funding’.  As is 
still the case with the current Major Donor fundraiser, mentoring, coaching and sharing of 
expertise in this area from Samaritan’s Purse’s US parent will continue into the future.  

 
6. SWOT Analysis of Major Donor Fundraising at Samaritan’s Purse UK  
 
Strengths 
Well-established major gift processes and experience 
Excellent ‘Prospect’ pool for cultivation 
Financial backing and support from US parent organisation 

 
Weaknesses 
Cultivation ‘bottleneck’, insufficient capacity 
Premature Major Donor events, insufficient cultivation 



 

 

Page 4 of 5 

Necessity to solicit new gifts from existing Major Donors without due stewarding 

 
Opportunities 
Wealth-screened Donor database 
Fundraising Advisory Council 
Existing Major Donor/peer-to-peer networking 
 
Threats 
Over-reliance on a few, faithful Major Donors 
Lack of SP market awareness/presence 

 
7. Ministry Objectives 
In particular Samaritan’s Purse aims: 
 

 To work in close collaboration and partnership with Samaritan’s Purse offices across the world, 
bringing greater co-operation and a presentation of the whole of Samaritan’s Purse global 
ministry to the UK donor base.  
 

 To provide practical support and immediate relief to hurting communities in the grips of 
poverty and / or following war, natural disaster, disease or famine. 
 

 To earn the right to share the love of Jesus Christ through acts of kindness to people in need 
 

 To clearly present Jesus as Lord in the UK and overseas at every opportunity 
 

 To develop long term relationships with reliable in-country partners, across the world, who 
share our passion for the Gospel and for the hurting people in their countries in ways that 
move beyond immediate relief into long-term development.  
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APPENDIX 
 
Statement of Faith 
Samaritan’s Purse bases its ministry on the following statement of faith: 
 

 We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of 
God. II Timothy 3:15-17. 
 

 We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19; Ephesians 4:4-6. 

 

 We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, 
in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His 
bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His 
personal return in power and glory. John 1:1-4; Matthew 1:23; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Hebrews 1:1-4 & 4:15; Acts 1:11 & 2:22-24; I Corinthians 15:3-4. 

 

 We believe that, for the salvation of lost and sinful man, repentance of sin and faith 
in Jesus Christ results in regeneration by the Holy Spirit and that Jesus Christ is the 
only way of salvation. Titus 3:4-7; Luke 24:46-47; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 14:6;      
Acts 4:12. 

 

 We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit whose indwelling enables the 
Christian to live a godly life. Galatians 5:16-18; Romans 8:9. 

 

 We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; the saved unto the 
resurrection of eternal life and the lost unto the resurrection of damnation and 
eternal punishment. Revelation 20:11-15; I Corinthians 15:51-57. 

 

 We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ and that all 
true believers are members of His body, the Church. Ephesians 1:22-23;                      
I Corinthians 12:12, 27. 

 

 We believe that the ministry of evangelism is a responsibility of both the Church 
and each Christian. Romans 10:9-15; Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20; I Peter 3:15. 

 


