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dtrawlers have transformed life on the seabed, converting ttiegensional,
oz Background complex habitats rich in coral, sponge and sea fan to endless monotonous
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Roberts (2010)
brief communications
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ese installations are home to thriving colonies of an endangered cold-water coral.

The occurrence of the coral raises ques-
tions about how to deal with this species,
which is listed under the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES), when platforms are decommis-
sioned. At a meeting in Sintra in 1998 of
countries belonging to the Oslo-Paris
(Ospar) convention on protecting the
marine en\'nonmem Ospm deuslon 98/3

his summer the coral Lophelia pertusa
Twas found growing on oil platforms in
the North Sea and on the Brent Spar
oil-storage buoy during its decommission-
ing. The findings indicate that Lophelia has a
wider distribution and a more rapid rate of
growth than previously believed. The dis-
covery also has implications for the debate
over oil exploration in the Atlantic Ocean
and the perceived benefits of onshore dis-

mantling of deep-water platforms.
When Brent Spar was raised out of the
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epifauna

Biomasss estimatedto be up to 500Hfold the biomassas
found on soft sedimengPickeret al., 2000)

Verylittle isknownabout the effect these locally
extreme biomass levels have teir surroundings (e.g.
.  barticl | nutrients in theiwicinity)
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Hypothesis

Through the presence of a rigpifaunalcommunity, oil/gas platforms in the

North Sea may act as:
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benthicsurrounding

Proof of principle
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Relevance

M destablishthe magnitude of the effects of manade structures compared to the spatial and

temporal variability of the North Sea ecosystem, considered on different time and spacé scales
Followinga multidisciplinary approach, whereby biological, geological, physical and chemical data will
be combined, the influence will be assessd¢dnan-made structures on the benthic ecosystems
surrounding these platforms in space atme -> field data and models

H do winat extent, if any, the mamade structures in the North Sea represent a large coenected

hard substrate systeén
Ourdata i.e. larvae and their barcodes, will be combined with barcode data collected by other consortia
studying epifauna communities on several other platforms in the North Sea



