
The INSITE Programme was established in 2014 to provide 
stakeholders with the independent scientific evidence-base needed 
to better understand the influence of man-made structures on the 
ecosystem of the North Sea. The INSITE Independent Scientific 
Advisory Board (ISAB) challenged scientists with two objectives:

a)  What are the magnitude of the effects of man-made structures compared to the 
spatial and temporal variability of the North Sea ecosystem, considered on different 
time and space scales; and

b)  To what extent, if any, do man-made structures in the North Sea represent a 
large inter-connected hard substrate system.

Science day 2017 is the opportunity for the INSITE scientists to share their work 
focussed on these objectives with the wider stakeholder community.

We thank you for joining us on this important day for the INSITE Programme.

The INSITE Sponsors and Programme Director would like to express their gratitude 
to the members of the ISAB for their commitment and dedication to the success of 
INSITE Phase 1: 

-  Professor Torgeir Bakke, (ISAB Chair) Norwegian Institute for Water Research

-  Professor John Shepherd, National Oceanography Centre, University of   
 Southampton

-  Professor Karen Wiltshire, Alfred Wegener Institute and Jacobs University Bremen

-  Professor Henk Brinkhuis, Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research 
 and University of Utrecht

-  Professor Jan de Leeuw, Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research 
 and University of Utrecht

- Professor Steve Thorpe, School of Ocean Sciences, Bangor University 
 (Retired from ISAB 2015) 

We would also like to recognise the enormous contribution of Dr Graham Shimmield 
who chaired the ISAB from 2013 until losing his courageous battle with cancer in 
late 2016. Graham’s passion and energy was crucial in establishing the Programme 
and launching the Phase 1 research.

SCIENCE DAY 2017 31st October 2017

Time Agenda Lead

08:30 Coffee and Registration

09:00 Welcome and Programme for the Day

Richard Heard, 

Programme Director 

Prof Torgeir Bakke, 

ISAB Chair 

09.15

Coupled Spatial Modelling (COSM) – trophic 

effects due to structures and habitat change 

in the North Sea

Dr Chris Lynam, 

CEFAS

09.45

Measuring the shadow effect of artificial 

structures in the North Sea on the surrounding 

soft bottom community (Shadow)

Dr Furu Mienis, 

NIOZ

10:15 Coffee Break  

10.45
Influence of man-made structures in the 

ecosystem: is there a planktonic signal?

Dr Pierre Heloauet, 

SAHFOS

11.15
Man-made structures and Apex Predators: 

Spatial interactions and overlap (MAPS)

Dr Debbie Russell, 

SMRU

11:45 Panel Session – Morning Speakers

12:15 Buffet Lunch

13:00
Reef effects of structures in the North Sea: 

Islands or connections? (RECON)

Prof. Dr. Han J. 

Lindeboom, 

Wageningen Marine 

Research

13.30

UNDerstanding the INfluence of man-made 

structures on the Ecosystem functions of the 

North Sea (UNDINE)

Dr Jennifer Dannheim, 

AWI

14.00
Appraisal of network connectivity between North 

Sea subsea oil and gas platforms (ANCHor)

Dr Lea-Anne Henry, 

University of Edinburgh

14:30 Coffee Break

15.00

Assessing the Ecological Connectivity 

between man-made structures in the North 

Sea (EcoConnect)

Dr Kieran Hyder, 

CEFAS

15:30 Panel Session – Afternoon Speakers 

16.00 ISAB Synthesis and Discussion ISAB

17:00 Close


