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Royal Opera House Celebrates Success at Thurrock 

Business Awards 2016  

Royal Opera House wins Community Charity 

award for recently opened Bob and Tamar 

Manoukian Costume Centre 

 

The Royal Opera House received the Best Community Charity Award 

at the Thurrock Business Awards 2016 on Friday 15 April at a ceremony 

held at the Civic Hall in Grays. 

 

The Award was for the Royal Opera House’s most recent building at High 

House Production Park, the Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre, 

which was opened officially last October. The building now houses over 

20,000 costumes from Royal Opera House productions together with the 

historic Collection of costumes, as well as a workroom for ROH staff who 

will now make costumes in Thurrock for new productions at the Royal 

Opera House. The building is also home to students on the Royal Opera 

House’s first degree course in Costume Construction which is run in 

partnership with South Essex College.   

 

The Royal Opera House has won twice previously at the Thurrock 

Business Awards in 2011 and 2013. Over the last ten years, the Royal Opera 

House has developed very strong relationships with schools, 
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organisations, businesses and local communities in Thurrock. The Royal 

Opera House aims to make ballet and opera accessible to all and offer 

various opportunities which show the vast range of skills and talents that 

go into creating the world class productions seen on stage at the Royal 

Opera House in Covent Garden. 

 

Matt Lane, Head of Thurrock and Thames Gateway said: 

‘We are delighted to have been successful again at the Thurrock Business 

Awards as winners of the Thurrock Best Community Charity Award. The 

focus of our application this year was the recent completion of the new 

Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre at High House Production 

Park.  This world class centre has opened up a whole new area of 

partnerships and community engagement for the Royal Opera House and 

we are particularly pleased to be working with South Essex College and 

the University of the Arts London to deliver the new BA Hons Costume 

Construction degree now in its first year. We would like to thank 

everyone in Thurrock for their continued support.’ 

 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock delivers a 

wide ranging programme across Thurrock and the Thames Gateway 

working with schools, communities and groups offering opportunities for 

everyone to get involved in projects and programmes. Through 

partnerships with schools, children who might not ordinarily have access 

to the arts, have the opportunity to take part in a variety of different 

activities, to inspire them to develop creative skills.  

 

The annual free BP Big Screen event at the High House Production Park 

gives Thurrock residents access to productions from the Royal Opera 

House and this year will show The Royal Ballet’s new production of 

Frankenstein on 18 May. The Royal Opera House Thurrock Community 

Chorus now boasts more than 140 members and celebrates its fifth 

anniversary this year with a concert on 24 July.   
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For more information about the work of Royal Opera House Learning and 

Participation in Thurrock, please go to www.roh.org.uk/thurrock. To find 

out about tours of the Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre and 

Production Workshop, current projects and ways in which you can get 

involved, please email getinvolved@roh.org.uk or call 01708 891200. 
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Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 

 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering 

innovative and creative projects and programmes in schools, colleges and 

across communities in the Thames Gateway since 2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging 

from schools’ projects to teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-

staged community operas. People in Thurrock have both been able to watch 

special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden and gain a 

very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process.  

The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock 

Community Chorus which currently has over 140 members of all ages and 

regularly performs across Thurrock and at the Royal Opera House in Covent 

Garden. For further information, please go to:  www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-

in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future performances and taster session 

for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing getinvolved@roh.org.uk 

or calling 01708 891200. 

 

http://www.roh.org.uk/thurrock
mailto:getinvolved@roh.org.uk
http://www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus
http://www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus
mailto:getinvolved@roh.org.uk
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Regular public tours of the state-of-the-art Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production 

Workshop where the sets and scenery for the Royal Opera House stage in Covent 

Garden are built, and the Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre which 

opened in October 2015, are now available. Please go to 

www.roh.org.uk/visit/tours/thurrock-tours for further details. Inspiration Days 

offer a more in-depth look at the work of the Production Workshop. More 

information can be found at www.roh.org.uk/inspiration 

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, 

working to connect children and young people to great art and culture across 

Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 

The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in 

Purfleet. High House Production Park is supported by a unique partnership including 

Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural Skills, the Royal Opera House and Thurrock 

Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  
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