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Carving a career in scenic craft – Flynn Clark 
	

Flynn Clark, 21, from Leigh on Sea has always, since he was a young child, been 

interested in making things. When the time came to decide on a career path, his thoughts 

turned immediately to an apprenticeship in carpentry- and he now boasts a position as 

Scenic Carpentry Apprentice at the Royal Opera House Bob and Tamar Manoukian 

Production Workshop in Purfleet, Thurrock.  

 

‘When I applied I really didn’t think I would even get close because of my lack of 

experience so I actually saw the application procedure as an educational exercise. Even if I 

didn’t get the apprenticeship, I was going to learn as much as possible during the 

process’, he says. But he was successful and he is now in his second year of a two year 

apprenticeship, studying at the Building Crafts College and working with the highly 

skilled craftspeople in the Royal Opera House Production Workshop.  

 

‘I work in a high tech, cutting-edge workshop, making sets, designs and projects that are 

beautiful, crazy and engaging, and I’m learning from and working with the most skilled, 

inspirational people in really a positive atmosphere. But the most enjoyable aspect of this 

apprenticeship is it has given me the opportunity to care about the work I do. I love the 

pride that comes with each project/job and the ambition to learn and have new 

challenges in my career. This work gives me a huge sense of involvement in each project I 

do and extreme personal achievement.’ 
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‘The apprenticeship completely exceeds my vague expectations. It’s daunting sometimes, 

especially if like me, you have very little experience in the field beforehand but I have a 

drive to dive into every aspect of it.  I love my apprenticeship - I wake up every day glad 

to be a part of it. Not to say it’s not hard, there have been times that are physically and 

mentally exhausting but always rewarding.’ 

 

‘ I’m very interested in traveling when I graduate, whilst still working in the theatre, and 

maybe one day looking into furniture construction and design.’  

 

To find out more about apprenticeships with the Royal Opera House, please go to 

www.roh.org.uk/apprenticeships. To discover more about backstage skills, take a tour 

at the Royal Opera House Production Workshop, call 020 7403 4000 or go to 

http://www.roh.org.uk/tours/thurrock-tour  for more information. Follow ROH 

Thurrock on facebook to keep up-to-date with all its current activities and news. 
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Notes for Editors 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and 
creative projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames 
Gateway since 2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects 
to teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. People in 
Thurrock have both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent 
Garden and gain a very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 
  
The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus 
which currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across Thurrock and at 
the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go to:  
www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future 
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performances and taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing 
getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 01708 891200. 

Regular public tours of the state-of-the-art Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop 
where the sets and scenery for the Royal Opera House stage in Covent Garden are built, and the 
Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre, which opened in October 2015, are now available. 
Please go to www.roh.org.uk/visit/tours/thurrock-tours for further details.  

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to connect 
children and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire. 

The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet 
which is supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural 
Skills, the Royal Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  


