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Former Royal Opera House Apprentice making art accessible 
through hospital walls 
	

Sevenoaks resident Michael O’Reilly, a former apprentice at the Royal Opera House 

Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop in Purfleet, has been using his 

artistic skills to help brighten up hospital rooms.  

 
Artist Michael, who now works freelance for the Royal Opera House, became involved 

with the charity Hospital Rooms when he undertook a placement with them during his 

scenic art apprenticeship. His involvement has continued and he has just completed a 

wall painting in the Dining Room of Garnet Ward for older people at the Highgate 

Mental Health Centre, in London.  

 

Hospital Rooms is a mental health charity that believes in the enduring power of the arts 

to instil in people value, dignity and wellbeing. It’s aim is to try to remove the barriers 

that limit access to art and culture for people using mental health services. 

Talking about his work with the charity, Michael said: ‘My scenic art apprenticeship with 

the Royal Opera House has equipped me with a breadth of skills that I was able to draw 

upon whilst painting for the charity Hospital Rooms. In the ROH workshop we regularly 

scale up designs onto a large scale, grid out, accurately draw and make an array of painted 

effects. These were the kinds of skills I was using when painting on site. When coming up 

with ideas for both murals I was keen to use techniques I had seen in the workshop. In 

the first project I repeated a floral wallpaper motif by pouncing two different drawings 

several times around the room. This is where you rub charcoal through dotted holes 
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made along the lines of your drawing. It is an effective way of repeating the exact same 

image numerous times. During the second most recent project I used broken sponge 

rollers to create soft organic shapes and added scumble glaze to my paint, which slows 

the drying process and allows you more time to push the paint around. 

 

Emma Troubridge, Head of Scenic Art at the Royal Opera House said; ‘It’s great to 

see one of our apprentices using the skills they’ve leant for such a good cause. Michael is a 

very talented artist and his work will undoubtedly make a connection with people and 

help their wellbeing. We are very proud of him.’   

 

For more information about the charity, please go to www.hospital-rooms.com. To see 

the Royal Opera House scenic artists and craftspeople at work, take a tour of the Royal 

Opera House Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop. Find out more by going 

to www.roh.org.uk/thurrock or calling 020 7304 4000. 
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Notes for Editors 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and 
creative projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames 
Gateway since 2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects 
to teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. People in 
Thurrock have both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent 
Garden and gain a very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 
  
The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus 
which currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across Thurrock and at 
the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go to:  
www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future 
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performances and taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing 
getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 01708 891200. 

Regular public tours of the state-of-the-art Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop 
where the sets and scenery for the Royal Opera House stage in Covent Garden are built, and the 
Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre, which opened in October 2015, are now available. 
Please go to www.roh.org.uk/visit/tours/thurrock-tours for further details.  

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to connect 
children and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire. 

The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet 
which is supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural 
Skills, the Royal Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  


