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PRESS RELEASE 

20 July 2018 

Kinetika hosts Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer 

Workshops to prepare for 2019 Carnival 

High House Production Park, Purfleet was the setting for a carnival parade on Friday 

13 July as 70 students from Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer and surrounding 

schools gathered together with Kinetika artists to begin work on the Kitchen Table 

carnival project which will lead to a joint carnival in Tilbury in 2019.  

Among a display of the students’ ‘Kitchen Table’ artwork, the schools heard from 

Kinetika about where carnival originated and how it brings together music, dance and 

costume to tell a story. Artist Jane Ford choreographed some dance moves for the 

students using Kinetika’s large silk flags and in printing workshops, the students 

decorated aprons and chefs’ hats which they wore in the carnival procession. The 

Tilbury Docker, the 4 metre high puppet commissioned by the Tilbury of the Thames 

Trust and made by Kinetika with input from local schools and colleges, joined the 

students for a mini-procession around the High House Production Park before 

everyone had a picnic in the orchard. 

The schools have been working on their Kitchen Table project since March. They have 

looked at the theme of food in a variety of creative and literary ways including the 

making and sharing of foods from different cultures. The schools’ artwork for the 

project ranged from printmaking designs for tea towels, the creation of a large globe 

using the printmaking techniques, geometry challenges in a box for cupcakes. The 
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schools used literacy exercises in writing to friends and families to exchange favourite 

recipes. One response to Kitchen Table letter writing was in French which a 

participant from Chase High School in Southend translated for use in their creative 

work.  

 

Tilbury Pioneer School brought along a selection of foods for everyone to taste: dishes 

from Romania, Poland, America, the UK, Africa and more. Beacon Hill School 

presented their printed aprons and talked about their sensory experiences and all the 

schools involved had stories about food and examples of how sharing these diverse 

stories and different recipes had inspired their creativity.  

 

The schools will start working on their own elements of carnival when the new term 

begins in September, taking a particular theme and linking it across a range of 

curriculum areas. 2019 is Thurrock’s 21st birthday: 21 years since it became a unitary 

authority.  Kinetika plans to revive the Tilbury carnival to celebrate this anniversary.  

The Thurrock Trailblazer schools will take part in the carnival as part of their Kitchen 

Table project.  The students who attended the workshops are the schools’ Carnival 

Ambassadors and will share what they learned with their schools. 

To find out more about opportunities for your school to take part in Thurrock 

Trailblazer, please go to: www.roh.org.uk/trailblazer. 

END 
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Notes	for	Editors	
	
Royal	Opera	House	Learning	and	Participation	in	Thurrock	
	
Royal	Opera	House	Learning	and	Participation	in	Thurrock	has	been	offering	innovative	and	
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creative	projects	and	programmes	in	schools,	colleges	and	across	communities	in	the	Thames	
Gateway	since	2006.		

Since	then,	more	than	60,000	people	have	participated	in	activities	ranging	from	schools’	
projects	to	teacher	training,	from	work-based	learning	to	fully-staged	community	operas.	
People	in	Thurrock	have	both	been	able	to	watch	special	performances	at	the	Royal	Opera	
House	in	Covent	Garden	and	gain	a	very	special	insight	into	the	behind-the-scenes	process.	
		
The	Learning	and	Participation	team	runs	the	Royal	Opera	House	Thurrock	Community	Chorus	
which	currently	has	over	140	members	of	all	ages	and	regularly	performs	across	Thurrock	and	
at	the	Royal	Opera	House	in	Covent	Garden.	For	further	information,	please	go	to:		
www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.		Details	of	future	
performances	and	taster	session	for	the	Community	Chorus	can	be	obtained	by	emailing	
getinvolved@roh.org.uk	or	calling	01708	891200.	

	

In	April	2012,	the	Royal	Opera	House	agreed	to	become	a	Bridge	organisation,	working	to	connect	
children	and	young	people	to	great	art	and	culture	across	Essex,	North	Kent,	Hertfordshire	and	
Bedfordshire.	

The	Learning	and	Participation	team	is	based	at	the	High	House	Production	Park	in	Purfleet	
which	is	supported	by	a	unique	partnership	including	Arts	Council	England,	Creative	&	Cultural	
Skills,	the	Royal	Opera	House	and	Thurrock	Council:	www.hhpp.org.uk		


