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PRESS RELEASE 

 3 October 2017 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE THURROCK TRAILBLAZER SCHOOLS 

INSPIRED BY YOUNG BALLET ARTISTS AT THE THAMESIDE  

	

Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer schools were able to see some world class ballet at 

the Thameside Theatre in Grays on Thursday 28 September when they had the opportunity 

to watch demonstrations by professional ballet dancers from The Royal Ballet as part of the 

Chance to Dance programme.  

 

During the demonstrations, three dancers - Charlotte Tonkinson, Lukas Bjørneboe 

Brændsrød, both of whom trained at The Royal Ballet School, and Stanislaw Vegrzyn, 

performed a variety of different pieces from across the decades of ballet. They showed how ballet 

has changed from the 19th century to today, performing extracts from such classics as Swan Lake 

and Giselle, and Wayne McGregor’s contemporary work Obsidian Tear. During the performance, 

several students were invited on stage to attempt to perform a pirouette and all were encouraged 

to ask questions throughout. 

The Chance to Dance programme is running in eight primary schools in Thurrock: Thameside 

Primary School, Bonnygate Primary Academy, Lansdowne Primary Academy, Herringham 

Primary Academy, Gateway Primary Free School, Woodside Primary Academy, Belmont 

Castle Academy and Shaw Primary School. It provides a creative introduction to ballet for all 

Year 3 children through a mix of Royal Ballet demonstrations and practical workshops. Children 

who show an enthusiasm and aptitude for dance are invited to join the Chance to Dance 

Company, going to weekly classes locally, attending family days at the Royal Opera House and 

working towards an annual performance alongside dancers from The Royal Ballet. Teachers from 
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the schools have also received special training to help them develop creative dance projects in 

their own schools.   

Kristen McNally, Principal Character Artist with The Royal Ballet and presenter of the Chance 

to Dance demonstrations for the first time this year, was thrilled by their reception. She said: "It's 

been wonderful to hear the enthusiasm of the young audiences at the Chance to Dance 

demonstrations. It's really exciting to open up the art form to a new generation and provide them 

with the special experience of seeing some of the world's best dancers up close. You can hear how 

inspired they are!" 
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Notes for Editors 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and 
creative projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames 
Gateway since 2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects 
to teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. People in 
Thurrock have both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent 
Garden and gain a very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 
  
The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus 
which currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across Thurrock and at 
the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go to:  
www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future 
performances and taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing 
getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 01708 891200. 

Regular public tours of the state-of-the-art Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop 
where the sets and scenery for the Royal Opera House stage in Covent Garden are built, and the 
Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre, which opened in October 2015, are now available. 
Please go to www.roh.org.uk/visit/tours/thurrock-tours for further details.  

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to connect 
children and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire. 
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The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet 
which is supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural 
Skills, the Royal Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  


