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This March, The Royal Ballet, in association with The Linbury Trust and the Motor Neurone Disease 

(MND) Association, presents a celebration of the life of Annette Page in the Linbury Theatre. 

Featuring interviews, archive films and dancers of The Royal Ballet performing a programme of 

divertissements, this celebration of Page’s life will also include the world premiere of a pas de deux 

created by choreographer Andrew McNicol, commissioned by The Linbury Trust and performed by 

Royal Ballet Soloists Olivia Cowley and Nicol Edmonds.  

 

Page, a Principal with The Royal Ballet from 1958 to 1967, died of motor neurone disease (MND) in 

December 2017, and this programme will include performances of famous solos and pas de deux 

associated with her.  Sally Light, Chief Executive of the MND Association said: ‘We were saddened 

to hear about Annette’s death from MND. It’s an honour to be involved in this special Royal Ballet 

event in association with The Linbury Trust celebrating her extraordinary life. We are thankful for the 

awareness the performance will bring about this devastating disease. Without support like this the MND 



 
 

Association simply would not be able to fund research to find a cure, campaign and raise awareness of 

MND and provide its vital support services.’ 

 

Director of The Royal Ballet, Kevin O’Hare said: ‘It’s wonderful to be able to celebrate the unique 

artistry of Annette Page, one of our much-loved ballerinas, with this special tribute. It’s a privilege to 

be collaborating with the Motor Neurone Disease Association and The Linbury Trust in raising 

awareness of this fatal illness.’  

 

Archive films screened during the course of the evening will include Page performing in Frederick 

Ashton’s Scènes de ballet (1960), and original interviews with Page, talking about her life and career. 

The programme will also feature Royal Ballet Principals Lauren Cuthbertson and Matthew Ball 

dancing the Balcony pas de deux from Romeo and Juliet, and Marianela Nuñez performing the ‘Fanny 

Elssler’ solo from La Fille mal gardée. Additionally, Itziar Mendizabal and Ryoichi Hirano will 

dance an extract from The Firebird, with Marianela Nuñez and Gary Avis also performing a pas de 

deux from The Merry Widow, choreographed by Ronald Hynd, Page’s husband of 60 years. 

— ENDS — 
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About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in exceptional ballet 

and opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, 

we bring together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and opera artists in more than 500 

performances every year; live events that thrill, move and excite, and that transport people to 

other worlds through music, theatre and dance.  

 

 

 

About The Royal Ballet  



 
 

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation with 

exceptional standards of artistry, creativity and stagecraft to produce supreme theatre for 

diverse audiences worldwide. It is a driving force in the development of ballet as an artform 

and brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class orchestra 

and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, designers and creative teams. 

 

As The Royal Ballet’s international stage for dance, the newly reopened Linbury Theatre offers 

increased opportunity to experience extraordinary dance in an intimate setting. 

 

About the Motor Neurone Disease Association 

The Motor Neurone Disease Association is the only national charity in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland focused on improving care, research and campaigning. We have over 9,000 

members forming a powerful network that provides information and support for people with 

MND, their families and carers. We fund and promote research that leads to new understanding 

and treatments, and brings us closer to a cure. We campaign and raise awareness so the needs 

of people with MND are recognised and addressed by wider society. People with MND, their 

families and carers are at the heart of everything we do. 

 

About Motor Neurone Disease (MND):  

 

• MND is a fatal, rapidly progressing disease that affects the brain and spinal cord.  

• It attacks the nerves that control movement so muscles no longer work. MND does not 

usually affect the senses such as sight, sound, feeling etc.   

• It can leave people locked in a failing body, unable to move, talk and eventually breathe.  

• Over 80% of people with MND will have communication difficulties, including for some, 

a complete loss of voice.   

• It affects people from all communities.  

• Around 35% of people with MND experience mild cognitive change, in other words, 

changes in thinking and behaviour. A further 15% of people show signs of 

frontotemporal dementia which results in more pronounced behavioural change.   

• It kills a third of people within a year and more than half within two years of diagnosis.   

• A person’s lifetime risk of developing MND is around 1 in 300.  

• Six people per day are diagnosed with MND in the UK.   

• It affects up to 5,000 adults in the UK at any one time.   

• It kills six people per day in the UK, this is just under 2,200 per year   

• It has no cure. 
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