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The Royal Ballet School presents a world premiere at the Royal 

Opera House: Liam Scarlett’s The Cunning Little Vixen 

Tuesday 12 - Saturday 16 February 2019  

Tickets £3 - £70 | roh.org.uk | #RBSatROH 

 

 Royal Ballet Artist in Residence Liam Scarlett creates a new work for The Royal Ballet 

School, set to Leoš Janáček’s The Cunning Little Vixen.  

 Royal Ballet Principal Yasmine Naghdi debuts in Frederick Ashton’s The Two Pigeons 

 

This February, the Royal Opera House presents a new one-act ballet by Liam Scarlett, created for The 

Royal Ballet School. The Cunning Little Vixen, set to Janáček’s score of the same name, features a 

cast of talent drawn from White Lodge and the Upper School, and encompasses a plethora of lively 

woodland characters. Also designed by Liam Scarlett, the work is presented in honour of The Prince of 

Wales’s 70th birthday, in his roles as President of The Royal Ballet School and The Royal Ballet.  

 

Returning to the Royal Opera House as part of this double bill is Frederick Ashton’s The Two Pigeons. 

Designed by Jacques Dupont, this comic caper encompasses a cast of memorable characters and 

colourful corps de ballet choreography, as well as two live birds flying across the auditorium. Across 

this run, First Soloist William Bracewell makes his debut as the Young Man, and Principal Yasmine 

Naghdi dances the role of the Young Girl.  

 

Director of The Royal Ballet, Kevin O’Hare, comments: ‘I’m delighted to be able to welcome The 

Royal Ballet School to perform at Covent Garden this February, and can think of no-one better to create 

an exciting and innovative new work for the students than Liam Scarlett. As a graduate of both The 

Royal Ballet School and The Royal Ballet, and now as the Company’s Artist in Residence, Liam is 

perfectly placed to bring his fantastic storytelling ability to this new commission, and further celebrate 

the close relationship between the school and The Royal Ballet.’ 

 



 
 

Artistic Director of The Royal Ballet School, Christopher Powney, says: ‘We are proud to be part of 

this collaboration bringing together the School and Company on the same stage. Liam Scarlett started 

his choreographic career when he was a student of The Royal Ballet School so it is particularly fitting 

that his new work is at the centre of this special shared programme. Working with him has been an 

enriching experience for all the students involved. It has been inspiring for them to be part of his creative 

process and witness this exciting new choreography taking shape.’ 

Images are available to download here. 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

THE CUNNING LITTLE VIXEN / THE TWO PIGEONS 

12 February at 7.30pm 

14 February at 7.30pm 

16 February at 12 noon 

 

Box Office | roh.org.uk | + 44 (0)20 7304 4000 

Generous philanthropic support from Julia and Hans Rausing and the Paul Ferguson 

Memorial Fund 

 

The Royal Ballet School - Generous philanthropic support from Ricki Gail and Robert 

Conway 

 

The Two Pigeons - Generous philanthropic support from Lindsay and Sarah Tomlinson and 

the Friends of Covent Garden 

 

THE CUNNING LITTLE VIXEN 

Choreography   Liam Scarlett 

Music    Leoš Janáček 

Designer   Liam Scarlett 

 

THE TWO PIGEONS 

Choreography   Frederick Ashton 

Music    André Messager 

https://we.tl/t-AjhTT9OMBx
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/liam-scarlett
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/leos-janacek
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/liam-scarlett
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/frederick-ashton
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/andre-messager


 
 

Musical arrangement  John Lanchberry 

Designer   Jacques Dupont 

Lighting designer  Peter Teigen 

 

Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, conducted by Barry Wordsworth  

 

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in exceptional ballet 

and opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, 

we bring together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and opera artists in more than 500 

performances every year; live events that thrill, move and excite, and that transport people to 

other worlds through music, theatre and dance.  

 

The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in 

world-class performances, and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form.  

Based at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and 

versatile dancers with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, 

conductors, directors and creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with 

diverse audiences worldwide.  

The Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of 

works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth 

MacMillan and the compelling new canon of work including pieces by Resident Choreographer 

Wayne McGregor, Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon and Artist in Residence Liam Scarlett. 

 

The Royal Ballet School 

The Royal Ballet School is one of the world’s greatest centres of classical ballet training 

which for generations has produced dancers and choreographers of international renown 

– from Margot Fonteyn, Antoinette Sibley, Anthony Dowell, Anya Linden, Darcey Bussell 

and Kenneth MacMillan, to a new generation currently making its mark on the world stage 

– Matthew Ball, Lauren Cuthbertson, Francesca Hayward, Steven McRae, Liam Scarlett, 

Edward Watson and Christopher Wheeldon to name but a few. 

 

Admission to the School is based purely on talent and potential, regardless of academic 

ability or personal circumstances. 90% of current students rely on financial support to 

attend the School. 

http://www.roh.org.uk/people/john-lanchbery
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/jacques-dupont
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/peter-teigen
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/barry-wordsworth


 
 

 

The School’s mission is to nurture, train and educate exceptional young dancers for the 

Royal Ballet companies and other leading UK and international companies and to inspire 

the future of classical ballet training.  

 

Its extensive Training and Access Programme aims to broaden access to The Royal Ballet 

School’s unique resources for primary school pupils, dance teachers and the general public. 
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