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Friday 30 November 2018 

Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus lends its voice to 

Covent Garden for Month of Sundays Festival  

 

 

Members of the ROH Thurrock Community Chorus performed at the Royal Opera House on Sunday 16 

November for the Month of Sundays Festival © ROH, 2018. Photographed by Simon Ellery 

 

On Sunday 18 November, the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus performed in the 

Paul Hamlyn Hall at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden. The Chorus was there to take part in 

the Month of Sundays Festival. 
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The Chorus sang pieces by Verdi and Shostakovich from the operas Macbeth, Falstaff and Lady 

Macbeth of Mtsensk, in a programme inspired by Shakespeare. The programme featured witches, 

fairies and an appearance by the bard himself.  Chorus members Sue Mead and  Veronica Sellors 

played the part of Witches in the Macbeth section, and then became Fairies, teasing Falstaff.  They 

said of the event: 

'It was fantastic to be invited to perform in the wonderful space of the Paul Hamlyn Hall at ROH - it 

was humbling. We really upped our game - our acting, singing and presentation really came together 

as it hadn't done before. There was a real sense of satisfaction. We loved the refurbishment at the 

Royal Opera House! We're always made to feel so welcome there - we feel very much at home. 

Everyone is very kind and we really benefit from the behind the scenes work. It was very memorable.' 

 

The Month of Sundays Festival is part of the Royal Opera House’s new daytime programme 

and offered an opportunity to see the new public spaces as well as immerse yourself in 

activities around the entire building. The festival has been about making, doing and 

experiencing, whether first time visitor or regular customer. The Royal Opera House is now 

open every day from 10am and everyone is welcome to visit and see what’s on offer. No 

ticket required.    

 

To discover how you could join the ROH Thurrock Community Chorus, please email 

getinvolved@roh.org.uk or call 01708 891200. Recruitment sessions for lower range voices will take 

place in January 2019.   

 

ENDS 

 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. For further information or images, please contact  

Jules Easlea 

Julie.easlea@roh.org.uk 

07941 502577 
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About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, we bring 

together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and opera artists in more than 500 performances every 

year: live events that thrill, move and excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, 

dance and theatre. 

 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and creative 

projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames Gateway since 

2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects to 

teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. People in Thurrock have 

both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden and gain a 

very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 

  

The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus which 

currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across Thurrock and at the Royal 

Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go to:  

www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future performances and 

taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 

01708 891200. 

 

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to connect children 

and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 

The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet which is 

supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural Skills, the Royal 

Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  
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