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Creative Teachers 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 
What is Creative Teachers?  
Creative Teachers is a programme of professional development for teachers who are 
interested in exploring creative learning in and through the performing arts. This 
internationally-acclaimed course equips teachers with the practical skills to support the 

development of students’ learning through the arts. The course is led by a team of 
professional artists with extensive arts education experience. It provides the tools and 

structures needed to undertake an in-school project in which students devise and 
stage their own opera from scratch.  
 

When is Creative Teachers taking place?  
Creative Teachers takes place in the spring and summer terms 2014. Please see the 

timetable below.  
 

Autumn term 2013 

Mon 9th Dec Deadline for applications  

Mon 16th Dec Schools notified of the outcome of their applications 

 

Spring term 2013 

Thurs 9th Jan Training day 1  

Fri 10th Jan Training day 2  

Jan onward Teachers begin creative projects in school 

Thurs 6th Mar Training day 3  

Fri 7th Mar Training day 4  

 

Summer term 2013 

Across summer term  Teachers continue creative projects in school  

Fri 25th April  Training day 5  

May, June, July 
To be arranged on 
mutually convenient dates 

Each school receives two half-day workshops with a 

professional composer, director or designer to support their 
creative project 

Schools to schedule 
for summer term  

Performances of creative projects in schools  

Mon 14th July  Twilight Evaluation Session 

 

Across the year, we also invite participating schools to bring students to our schools’ 
matinee performances. Schools’ matinees give students aged 8-18 the opportunity to 
attend special matinee performances of some of the season’s Royal Opera House 

productions. Tickets are massively subsidised at £7.50 each, for both teachers and 
students. We give priority booking to the partners we’re working with on learning & 

participation projects, including Creative Teachers.  
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How many people are taking part in the programme?  
In 2013-14, we plan to work with 24 teachers, one pair from 12 different schools. 
 

Why do you encourage teachers to apply in pairs?   
We strongly recommend that two teachers from the same school take part in the 
programme. Previous participants have found a colleague’s support invaluable in 

delivering the project in school.  
 

I don’t have much experience of music or opera. Can I still apply?  
Yes, absolutely! The course is suitable for any teacher with enthusiasm for, interest in 

or curiosity about the arts and creative learning. While some specialist knowledge of 
drama, music or visual arts is an advantage, it is by no means essential. Aimed 
particularly at Key Stage 2, Creative Teachers has proved equally popular at all Key 

Stages and in Special Schools too.  
 

I am a music specialist and have lots of experience of music. Is this for 
me?  
Yes. Creative Teachers is a cross-arts course led by a team of professional artists 
working in the fields of composition, stage directing and design. It covers every aspect 

of devising and staging an opera, from writing the text and composing the music to 
constructing the set and publicising your performance. Even the most experienced 
teachers have come away from Creative Teachers with new skills, insights and ideas 

for the classroom.  
 

Why is the Royal Opera House running Creative Teachers?  
Work with teachers is a key strand of our Learning & Participation programme and we 
have made a sustained commitment to working in Thurrock and the Thames Gateway 

region. When our previous production workshops in East London were subject to a 
compulsory purchase order for the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the ROH needed to 

find another site on which to construct the scenery that appears on our stages. We 
decided to relocate to Purfleet in 2006 and the Learning & Participation team set to 

work devising and delivering a local programme offering local people a range of 
opportunities to engage with the arts. In the past six years, over 60,000 people have 
been involved in ROH Learning & Participation activities as participants and audiences 

across Thurrock and the Thames Gateway.  
 

Our new production workshop finally opened in Purfleet in December 2010. Our 
commitment to the Thames Gateway is long-term. The intention is that as long as we 
are creating and building sets in our purpose-built workshops, we will continue to 

create opportunities for local people to engage with our work.   
 

How much does the course cost?  
It’s free. Although we require schools to cover the cost of releasing two teachers for 
the INSET training days, there is no additional charge for schools to participate in the 

course.  
 

My school will struggle to pay for cover for five days. Can the Royal 
Opera House help?  
No, unfortunately we are not able to help pay for teacher cover.  
 

What can I expect to achieve?  
You can expect to achieve practical professional, personal and creative development 

through the training days and the follow-on project in school. Teachers:  
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 Attend five training days between January and April 2014, during which they 

undertake practical workshops that introduce the process of creating an original 
opera 

 Work with a professional director, composer and designer  

 Become familiar with a structure and methods for approaching a school-based 
project 

 Receive extensive written materials and other resources to support their 
understanding of the process  

 

What will my pupils gain from my involvement in this project?  
Through the project, students:  

 Learn through experience as they collaborate on all the processes involved in 
creating and performing a piece of music theatre 

 Take responsibility for writing the text, composing the music, designing set, 
costumes and lighting, marketing and performing their opera  

 Generate a new work through their own experience and interests, leading to 

maximum involvement and sense of ownership  
 Develop team-building and interpersonal skills as they form their very own 

production company 
 Basing their roles on professional models, they gain an understanding of the 

performing arts and a variety of possible careers  

 

Is an in-school project compulsory, or can I just come to the training 

days?  
A commitment to creating an opera in school is expected from all participants. 

Although devising and staging an opera from scratch entails a significant number of 
hours, an in-school project can be designed to link in with numerous areas of the 
school curriculum and therefore be built into the timetable. It is also ideal for out-of-

hours learning initiatives and clubs, or can provide the focus for an arts week.  
 

Where does the course take place?  
The training days take place at the High House Production Park, Vellacott Close, off 

London Road, Purfleet, Essex RM19 1RJ. In the summer term, we offer each school two 
half-day workshops at their school, tailored to their specific needs and interests.  
 

Is the course accredited?  
No, the course is not accredited at present, but each teacher who completes the course 

receives a certificate verifying their participation and successful completion of the 
course.  

 
I’d like to apply for Creative Teachers. What’s the next step?  
Please complete the Creative Teachers application form and submit it by Monday 9th 
December. Contact details are below.   

 

I can’t take part in Creative Teachers in 2013-14 but I’m interested.  
Please contact us to register your interest, so we can tell you about similar projects in 
the future. Our contact details are below.  
 

What else is on offer from the Royal Opera House’s Learning & 
Participation programme?  
The ROH Learning & Participation programme aims to enable people to discover and 
develop their talents, creative skills and passions, whatever their background or level 



 4 

of experience. It includes work with schools, colleges and universities, families, 

communities, as well as projects that focus on lifelong learning, work-related learning, 
digital resources and developing young people with exceptional potential. Visit 
www.roh.org.uk/learning to find out more.  

 

I have a question that’s not answered here. Who can I speak to? 
If you have a question that doesn’t appear in this Frequently Asked Questions 
factsheet, please contact us on the details below.  

 

Contact details  
Please contact Anthony Gray if you:  

 
 have a query that’s not answered here 

 would like a copy of the application form 
 want to hear about similar projects in the future 

 
Anthony Gray, Learning & Participation Officer  
Tel: 020 7212 9410  

Email: anthony.gray@roh.org.uk 
 

Please send your completed application form by Monday 9th December to:  
 
Anthony Gray 

Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, London WC2E 9DD 
Email: anthony.gray@roh.org.uk  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CREATIVE TEACHERS 
IS GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 

THE ESMÉE FAIRBAIRN 
FOUNDATION  
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