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Salome 
 
Vision 1 
 
The core of the story shows us the phenomenon of ambiguity and 
juxtaposition i.e. contrasting elements being presented at the same time.  
We are confronted with beauty and brutality, sexual desire and purity and a 
double murder taking place in the middle of a lavish royal birthday. In order 
to be able to focus on these contrasting themes, I believe the piece should 
remain true to its original biblical period and setting, the palace of Herod 
on the eve of his birthday feast. I would like the design to be able to help 
highlight these tensions within the story. Ideally, the different essential 
locations would be visible at once, creating the possibility for private as 
well as public situations.  
 
Vision 2 
 
Salome finds herself caught, like a bird in a golden cage, in an oppressive 
regime run by a tyrannical ruler. Being a beautiful princess only makes her 
situation worse, as she cannot escape or act independently. 
Neither her step-father nor her mother offer her comfort or protection. This 
is a situation that can be translated into numerous periods in history or 
different cultures. In order to be able to focus purely on the storytelling, I 
would like the design to remain timeless, minimalist and entirely abstract. 
The forms, shapes and movements of the design should help to underline 
the constant potential for danger, brutality and the always presiding 
tension that exists within dictatorships. 
 
Vision 3 
 
Imagine Salome is a young traumatized girl today, being sexually abused 
by her step-father. We find ourselves in her bedroom, the place where she 
tries to keep the nightmares away every night. The design should provide 
interesting and creative ways of introducing the story into her bedroom 
within the framework of a nightmare that ends in her murder.  
 
Vision 4 
 
The framework of the story is Richard Strauss, the composer, sitting in his 
study surrounded by a grand piano, papers and books, writing the 
composition. Simultaneously, as he imagines the music the action is played 
out. The design should allow opportunities for the structure of his domestic 
setting to change into Herod’s palace. This approach is trying to highlight 
and visualize the incredible power of our imaginations and the process of 
creative work of an artist. A small potted plant in a living room might 
suddenly turn into a palm tree in the desert.  
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