Pre-school,
a good start for every child!

What is pre-school?
Pre-school is a childcare centre with a special programme. The children are read
aloud to, play language games, make drawings, listen, sing and do exercises.
In this way, children between the ages of 2 and 4 learn while they are playing.
Pre-school ensures them of a good start at primary school.

Who can go to pre-school?
Pre-school is meant for all toddlers aged between 2 and 4 living in Amsterdam.
You can choose yourself which pre-school is most suitable for your situation.
Do you work? In that case you can choose a pre-school that is open all day, for
instance. Do you need less daycare? Then your child can go to pre-school for,
for example, a few mornings or afternoons a week.

Looking for a pre-school in your neighbourhood?
Visit amsterdam.nl/schoolwijzer. You can also find all contact details here.
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Pre-school advice
Each toddler in Amsterdam is entitled to 16 hours of pre-school a week.
The Parent and Child Councelling Team (OKT) assesses the development of
your child. Sometimes the OKT recommends that a toddler should attend
pre-school. For instance, if there is a risk of language delay. This is called a
‘pre-school indication’ (‘voorschoolindicatie’).

How much does pre-school cost?
You are required to pay a personal contribution for pre-school. The amount
of this contribution depends on your income. Parents who are both working,
studying, or either following a work-trajectory or a mandatory integration
course, are entitled to a childcare allowance. You can apply for this allowance
at the Dutch tax department (Belastingdienst).
If you are not entitled to childcare allowance, the municipality will pay part of
the costs. This contribution is the same as the amount you would receive as a
childcare allowance. You do not need to apply for this contribution.
The childcare centre takes care of this. You will only have to pay your personal
contribution.

For information about applying
for a childcare allowance visit
belastingdienst.nl/toeslagen
(Dutch only)

To calculate the estimated amount of
your personal contribution visit
amsterdam.nl/voorschool/proefberekening
(Dutch only)
How can I sign my child up for pre-school?
You can already sign up if your child is 1 year old. Almost 300 childcare centres
in Amsterdam offer pre-school facilities. You can apply for the pre-school of
your choice. Are you looking for a pre-school in your neighbourhood?
Visit amsterdam.nl/schoolwijzer and find all contact details.
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Would you like more information? Visit www.amsterdam.nl/voorschool
(Dutch only) or call 020 251 8315.
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www.facebook.com/VoorschoolAmsterdam

