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Welcome!

              his March’s Budget speech 
merely confirmed one or 
two of the changes to the 
property market previously

introduced, with the Lifetime ISA 
the only brand new announcement 
with effect on potential homebuyers 
– and even that is a very similar 
product to the Help to Buy  
ISA he brought to the market  
last November.

Some of us will certainly be 
disappointed that the Chancellor 
did not clarify – or modify – last 
year’s stamp duty changes for buy-
to-let and second homes, where a 
3% surcharge will be charged from 
1 April 2016, adding thousands to 
the buyer’s bills. 

There were hopes that the 
proposals may have been changed  
to make allowance for parents 
aiming to help their offspring onto 
the property ladder. This would 
seem to be a reasonable exception 
to the rule, acknowledging  the 
family assistance many buyers rely 
on and also potentially meaning 
those fortunate enough to benefit 
from family financial assistance 
would leave government Help 
to Buy finance (a finite amount 
of money) to those without that 
assistance.

In Scotland, where Help to Buy 
has only just been re-introduced, 
Barratt Homes has already alerted 
buyers to the possibility that the first 
year’s new finance might run out 
this summer. In the UK as a whole, 
150,000 buyers have already been 
able to find a new home thanks to 
Help to Buy but the money won’t 
be provided forever and it would 
be nice to think the taxpayers help 
was going to those that really need 
it most. 

Spring is a really important time 
of year for homeowners and buyers 
- the weather starts to give homes a 
better appearance to buyers, while 
longer days (and the Easter holiday) 
provide time for major DIY projects 
inside and outside the home.

Judging by my inbox, the 
number of events and launches 
happening in the new homes 
market is really hotting up (more so 
than the weather) so if you’re in the 
market for a new home and weren’t 
able to make the most of the Easter 
break, I’d suggest this is a great time 
to make a concerted effort to see 
the tremendous array of new homes 
coming up for sale.

If you’re looking for that dream 
home – happy house-hunting!

Keith
Keith Osborne, editor.  
ko@whathouse.com 
@keithosborne69

T
Why buy a new 
build home?
What are the reasons why house-hunters should consider buying a new build home?
            rand new is special. Many 

house-hunters simply love the 
‘blank canvas’ of a brand new 
home.  In  the  same  way  that

being the first driver in a new car has 
a special feel to it, so does a moving 
into a home that no-one else has lived 
in, where everything is brand new and 
up-to-date and you can decorate to 
your own taste. 

If you buy early enough, at the  
off-plan stage, you may be able  
to get the housebuilder to make 
changes to the layout, fittings  
and finishes to really personalise  
your home.

IT’S HASSLE-FREE
You won’t have to worry about a 
forward chain when you’re arranging 
to exchange contracts and move in.

THERE ARE INCENTIVES 
TO BUY
There are hundreds of housebuilders 
in competition with each other,  
so you may find some of them  
offering helpful schemes to sway 
you to buy with them, such as a 
part exchange deal, or paying estate 
agents’ fees when you sell your 
existing property. And of course  
there are government-funded 
assistance schemes such as Help  
to Buy and Shared Ownership on  
some properties.

THE LATEST 
STANDARDS
New-build homes are built to high 
standards of workmanship, energy 
efficiency and sustainability – far 
more so then even ten years ago. This 
means they don’t leak heat like many 
older homes, and are therefore far 
cheaper to run. New boilers, bathroom 
sanitaryware and kitchen appliances 
will use fewer resources than older 
models, too, making your home kinder 
on the environment.

GUARANTEES ON 
QUALITY
Every new home must come with a 
guarantee on structural work (most 
often ten years). Some housebuilders 
also provide further guarantees on 
items not covered by the structural 
warranty, for example on appliances, 
plumbing etc, providing further peace-
of-mind.

THE LATEST 
SPECIFICATION
Housebuilders are providing ever-
higher internal specifications to meet 
the demands of today’s homebuyers. 
For example, you’ll commonly find 
an en suite shower or bathroom 
and fitted wardrobes to the master 
bedroom, larger homes may come with 
separate utility rooms off the kitchen, 

and many homes come with multiple 
TV and telephone points, while some 
will be wired for sophisticated home 
technology.

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Improved regulations mean that 

today’s new homes are generally much 
safer and more secure than older 
homes. The latest standards require 
the use of fire-retardant materials, 
smoke alarms, door and window locks 
and security lighting.

B

Hertfordshire estate agency 
Sewell & Gardner says:

“Buying a new build eliminates the 
stress of an onward chain and gives 
buyers the chance to start with a 
blank canvas, which can be tailored 
to their own tastes. 

“There are also a number of 
practical benefits including lower 
bills as a result of the latest heating 
systems, glazing and insulation.  
New homes also come with a ten-
warranty, protecting buyers from 
structural defects.

“Another benefit, which is 
often overlooked, is the rare 
opportunity to buy something 
new that doesn’t immediately 
depreciate upon purchase. Unlike 
a car for example a new home is 
supported by the local residential 
housing market meaning that (in 
the current market) you are likely to 
see appreciation on your asset from 
day one.”

EXPERT VIEW



NHBC is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.

NHBC is registered in England and Wales under company number 00320784. NHBC’s registered 
address is NHBC House, Davy Avenue, Knowlhill, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK5 8FP.

NHBC – the  
mark of a  
quality home

J441 09/15

Before you buy a new home, make sure it 
has Buildmark, which provides you with 10 
years’ warranty and insurance. Then you’ll 
know it’s good quality and that your 
investment is protected.

0844 633 1000  
www.nhbcnewhomes.co.uk

A chance to win £50

One of our new followers  
from 1 to 30 April 2016 will win  

£50 in Marks and Spencer vouchers

It couldn’t be simpler – just ‘follow’ us  
on Twitter (@What_House)

We’ve just been named the second fastest growing
company in the Midlands by the Sunday Times.

Help 
to Buy

Share in
Our Success!
Artisan’s Walk
Off Delph Road, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 2RP

Manor Park
Park Hill Drive, Handsworth
Wood, B20 1DJ

Park Edge
Off Noose Lane, Willenhall,
WV13 3BU

Tannery Court
Tasker Street, Walsall, 
WS1 3QW

Orton Gardens
Off New Road, Water Orton,
Birmingham, B46 1QP

Heritage View
Sommerfeld Road, Trench,
Telford, TF1 5RY

Saxon Meadows
Off Main Road, Kempsey,
Worcestershire, WR5 3LH

COMING SOON:
Linley Grange, Coalport Road,
Broseley, TF12 5AW

Visit one of our developments and find out why:

For further details visit www.lioncourthomes.com or call 0845 873 2880†

†Calls will be charged at seven pence per minute from a BT landline and may cost considerably more from mobile and other phones. Contact your service provider for more details. 
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Keith Osborne started writing 
about property 14 years ago and 
has been editor of Whathouse.
com since 2010. He is currently 
a columnist in housebuilding 
trade magazine Show House and 

has previously written for Homes Overseas 
magazine. He has also been a part of the  
WhatHouse? Awards judging panel for a 
number of years.

Rupert Bates, editorial director of 
WhatHouse? has been a property 
journalist for 25 years. He is 
an award-winning writer who 
started on local newspapers before 
becoming a columnist on The Daily 

Telegraph. He presents the annual WhatHouse? 
Awards, edits leading housebuilding magazine 
Show House and is property correspondent of 
The Field magazine.

@What_HouseWhat House?
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Freshford Mill, Freshford,  
Somerset • From £522,000

‘Honeysuckle Cottage’, Newquay, Cornwall 
Guide price £600,000

‘Cago Cottage’, Sway,  Lymington, 
Hampshire • Guide price £925,000

A fun and delightful character 
holiday home retreat, comprising 
a range of exterior entertainment 
areas together with a refurbished 
thatched period home, set in 
grounds of just under 1.6 acres, 
within close proximity to the 
coastline and forest villages of 
nearby Sway and Brockenhurst. 

 Reputed to have been derived 
from a woodman’s cottage, the 
property has been enlarged and 
remodelled over the years, retaining 
much of its traditional charm with 
open fires and beamwork. 

The garden houses a diverse 
array of outbuildings in the form 
of a games room (being sold with a 

full-size snooker table and cinema 
screen), stables with extensive areas 
of covered storage to the rear and 
a heated Wendy house which can 
sleep four youngsters. There is also 
a treehouse, barbeque area, tennis 
court, boule pitch, small football 
pitch and fenced paddock with 
karting track.

The main property has four 
bedrooms and two bathrooms, 
a sitting room and generous 
farmhouse-style kitchen/ 
breakfast room. 

From: John D Wood   
Contact: 01590 677233

This immaculately finished three-
bedroom detached coastal home 
enjoys views over the golden sands 
of Porth Beach.

This property is being offered 
for sale for the first time since its 
construction in the 1993 and its 
remains presented and finished to 
the highest standards throughout, 
providing a comfortable family home 
as well as being perfectly suited for 
those seeking a holiday home.

The property has a spacious 
hallway which leads either into the 
open-plan kitchen/dining area or the 
more formal sitting room opposite. 
The kitchen is fitted with bespoke 
oak base and wall-mounted units, 
complemented by granite work 
surfaces and high end appliances. 
The sitting room has been decorated 
in neutral colours and provides a 
light, airy and spacious room with 
feature multi-fuel stove. The three 

bedrooms are spacious and the 
bathroom has both freestanding bath 
and double shower cubicle. 

The property has a single 
garage, ample outdoor parking, an 
attractive front garden and mainly 
decked back garden, with space for 
water sports equipment.

From: Country & Waterside 
Prestige
Contact: 01730 817979  

At the south of the Cotswolds Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
the development provides a rare 
opportunity to buy a new home 
in such a sought-after location. 
There will be 21 properties, some 
created from the renovation of long-
neglected historic buildings, others 
sympathetically created alongside.

The homes vary from a two-
bedroom apartment to a five-
bedroom house. All properties will 
have access to their own private 
outdoor space, in the form of 
balconies over the river or lake, or 
beautifully landscaped gardens, 
designed by award-winning 
landscape designer Julie Johnson.

The development seeks to bring 
the old buildings back to former 
glories and improve the site as a 
whole,  with natural materials such as 
stone and rough-sawn timber being 
used externally and internally to 
coordinate the scheme and help it fit 
into its surroundings.

Some of the new homes will come 
complete with underfloor heating 
and statement fireplaces, and a 
high-tech feature which will allow 
large wall-mounted televisions to be 
converted into mirrors when not  
in use.

From: Environ Communities
Contact:01225 864429

In the suburb of Burdiehouse, Barratt Homes 
is building two-, three- and four-bedroom 
homes starting at £126,000 at The Kilns. 
Just inside the City of Edinburgh Bypass, 
the location offers easy access to the scenic 
Pentland Hills, situated on the doorstep of 
this development. The properties themselves 
are landscaped around the historic lime kilns 
that give the scheme its name.

Edinburgh has wealth of other places of 
interest to visit at every time of the year, 
from the tranquil bliss of its countryside 

and numerous galleries to great shopping, 
superb cuisine and nightlife, and the colour 
and bustle of its annual Fringe Festival. One 
walk through its streets shows the diversity 
of people who enjoy their holidays in the 
Scottish capital.

Over 50 homes already accommodate their 
residents and the current phase of homes is 
due for completion in spring/summer 2016.

From: Barratt Homes
Contact: 0844 811 6633

The Meadows, Lazonby, Cumbria  
From £273,950

This development, located just minutes from 
Lusty Glaze Beach, offers 36 contemporary 
one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments, 
a four-bedroom penthouse with views across 
Newquay Bay and three three-bedroom 
houses. There is easy access to Newquay’s 
11 beaches, the South West Coast Path and 
the town centre, with all its amenities within 
walking distance of these new homes.

Designed to take advantage of Cornwall’s 
temperate climes and the setting sun, each 
apartment has a terrace or balcony extending 
from the open-plan living area.  The floor-
to-ceiling windows bask the apartments in 
natural light, creating bright and spacious 
interiors.  Apartments are fitted with the 
latest kitchens and bathrooms creating a 

contemporary coastal lifestyle.  
Each apartment has an allocated parking 

space along with an individual surf store, 
ideal if you wish to enjoy North Cornwall’s 
Atlantic swell or the many outdoor pursuits 
the county is famous for.

One Lusty Glaze is due for completion 
in the summer of 2016, with 50% of units 
already sold. 

 

From: Acorn Blue 
Contact: 01637 876000

One Lusty Glaze, Newquay, Cornwall  
From £180,000 to £720,000

Set in countryside between the Lake District 
National Park and the North Pennines Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the village of 
Lazonby is perfectly placed for anyone who 
loves the landscapes of the north of England, 
and The Meadows would make the perfect base.

Set in the heart of the village, The 
Meadows is a collection of two-, three- and 
four-bedroom properties. Inspired by the 
established homes of the area, red ‘Lazonby’ 
sandstone provides the façades of these 
homes, complemented by brick and render to 
offer a unique look to every home.

The ‘Arundel’ show home demonstrates 

the way these traditionally inspired exteriors 
are matched by an equally appealing interior, 
with a layout and specification that today’s 
homebuyers expect. 

Despite its idyllic setting, the village is by 
no means isolated, with the M6 motorway 
only 10 minutes away, the pretty market town 
of Penrith eight miles away and Carlisle 17 
miles distant. There’s also a station, situated 
on the much-admired Settle-Carlisle route, 
one of the UK’s most scenic railway lines

From: Story Homes 
Contact: 07811 985889

The Kilns, Edinburgh • From £136,500

Six appeal
Our pick of UK holiday homes currently on the market



Enjoy an active lifestyle at Earlsdon Park Village, with 262 beautiful new one 
and two bedroom homes set among superb social and leisure facilities. You’ll be surrounded by 
friends, neighbours and lots of things to do, with care and support available 24/7, if you ever 
need it, delivered in your own home by our dedicated on-site team. 

An ExtraCare Village

Earlsdon Park Village

Retirement
living for th  e 

 not-so-retiring

I am so excited about 
Earlsdon Park Village and 
can’t wait to move in.
Marie McCamley ”

“

Come and view our show apartments  
and see what the Village has to offer 
The Marketing Suite, Earlsdon Park Village,  
Albany Road, Coventry, West Midlands CV5 6JQ. 
Open Monday to Friday (10am - 4pm) 

For more information call 02476 480 872 
or see our website www.extracare.org.uk

Help to stay healthy and wellBeautifully designed apartmentsKeeping fit in the gym

The ExtraCare Charitable Trust is a registered charity. Charity No. 327816

EarlsdonPark

OPEN  

JULY 2016

PRICES START FROM  

£69,980

18838 Earlsdon Whathouse ad 265X340.indd   1 08/03/2016   16:59
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Follow the Meridian line
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                    ormans Park is a 
private residential park 
with its origins in the 
19th century. The Park 
nestles    on    the    West 

Sussex  and  Surrey borders.  
This tranquil environment is 
surprisingly close to London with 
excellent transport links, Dormans 
Park having its own train station. 
Given its proximity to London, you 
still benefit from easy access to the 
countryside and the south coast. 
Lingfield is a few miles away with  
its well-renowned racecourse and 
local facilities.

Meridian House is the latest home 
from Tkei Homes, covering just over 
3,000 sq ft including five double 
bedrooms, three en suites, one family 
bathroom, a large open-plan kitchen 
and family room and three further 
reception rooms. The garden is 
beautifully landscaped and overall the 
property has mature screening to offer 
plenty of privacy.  

As you approach the property via 
the electronic wooden gates, there is 
plenty of parking outside the double 
garage. The block paving sweeps 
round to the steps with built-in 
lighting, taking you to an attractive 
tile-covered porch. 

As you enter through the front 
door, you are greeted with a generous 
hallway with beautiful Porcelanosa 
tiling that stretches through to the 
kitchen and family room. The large 
picture window over the staircase  
adds to the feel of this impressive 
entrance. The hallway panelling is 
a lovely addition together with the 
underfloor heating.  

The kitchen is a contemporary 
take on a shaker-style kitchen with 
hand-painted doors in charcoal grey.  
The two ovens, a microwave, coffee 
machine, dishwasher, five-ring gas 

hob, in-built counter-top lighting and 
other details make this a great place to 
cook, and the breakfast bar keeps the 
whole environment social.  

The breakfast area leads through to 
a bright family room, helped by the 
dual-aspect views of the garden and 
the glass lantern above. 

The living room is generous in 
size enhanced by the attractive stone 
fireplace and wood-burner with 
French doors leading to the garden. 
There are two further reception rooms 
with large attractive bay windows, 
both of which can offer multiple uses. 

A dressing area adjoins the master 
bedroom, complete with ample built-
in wardrobes and drawers, while a 
beautiful en suite features Porcelanosa 
tiling, integrated storage and underfloor 
heating. The remaining double 
bedrooms are all generous rooms, two 
of which have their own ensuites.  

Tkei Homes has successfully built 
many homes across Surrey, Sussex and 
Kent, from single-home to multiple-
unit developments, ranging in price 
from £500,000 to £2m. All properties 
usually include designer kitchen, 
underfloor heating, Villerory and Boch 
bathrooms and in-built music systems.  

Forthcoming developments will 
include four detached family houses 
in Cuckfield, West Sussex and three 
detached five-bedroom properties in 
Beckenham, London.  Details will be 
launched later in the year and will be 
available in 2017.

Meridian House in Dormans Park is 
available now for £1.25m. 

Find out more at info@tkei.co.uk;  
01932 837690

A brand new home on the 
exclusive Dormans Park estate 
exemplifies the work of  
Tkei Homes

D

• Large entrance hall and WC
• Living room
• Kitchen/dining family room
• Utility room
• Two further reception rooms
•  Master bedroom with en suite and dressing area
• Two bedrooms with en suites
• Two further double bedroom
• Family bathroom
• Double garage
• Parking
• Electric gates

FEATURES OF MERIDIAN HOUSE:
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Park View
Coventry Road, Hinckley LE10 0NU

Visit: redrow.co.uk/parkview
Call: 01455 698336

Pennine Grange
Pennine Way, Tamworth B77 4JF 

Visit: redrow.co.uk/pennine
Call: 01827 902025

Image typical of Redrow homes. Price correct at time of going to press.

VERY EXCITING

Redrow homes have undeniable kerb appeal with distinctive, detailed architectural touches
that set them apart from the competition. Very Inviting, Very Inspiring, Very Redrow.

NEW SHOWHOMES

COMING SOON
We are pleased to announce that we will be opening the doors to our beautiful

showhomes at Park View, Hinckley and Pennine Grange, Tamworth in July. Come along
to Park View, Hinckley, today where the Marketing Suite is now open and we have

a selection of 3 and 4 bedroom homes available from £224,995

Hinckley and Tamworth
TO

14104 Park View+Pennine Grange WHMN 340x265 wc220615.qxp_Layout 1  22/06/2015  12:13  Page 1
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Bathing 
belles
Richenda Oldham throws caution to the wind and goes in search 
of bold bathrooms that are not for the faint-hearted
                here comes a time when  

a chaste white bathroom 
with not an impeccable 
towel out of place just 
won’t  cut  the  mustard.  It

has a place, make no mistake, but just 
occasionally it’s good to embrace a 
more adventurous path and to break 
away from what is safe and classical.  

So if you thirst for a little pizzazz, 
try these creative touches…  

If the thought of using colour in 
a bathroom is too daunting, then 
start by introducing a few colourful 
accessories, such as towels, bath mats, 
pictures, soap dishes and vases. If all 
goes well, move on to a few vibrant 
tiles, in the form of a splashback or a 
chic little band of mosaic tile. Next, try 
painting a feature wall in your chosen 
vibrant shade.   

Flooring is a good way to add 

texture and interest; there are 
certainly plenty of vinyl floorcoverings,  
offering a wide choice of wood, stone 
or marble effects. A striking chequered 
floor used with a neutral scheme 
can add a massive wow factor to  
a bathroom.  

The metallics trend can be used to 
great effect in a number of ways. For 
starters, there are some fabulous roll-
top baths out there in copper, silver or 
gilded finishes, or incorporate some 
beautiful metallic tiles, which can look 
incredibly sophisticated when used 
strategically with bold colours. Try a 
combination of large rectangular matt 
black tiles teamed with smaller square 
gold tiles, or opt for delicate shimmery 
silver diamond patterned tiles – 
amazing as a feature wall behind a 
plain white freestanding bath.  

Mirrors can really open up a 

bathroom, making them appear larger 
than they are. They also have the 
advantage of intensifying the effect 
of colours both on the walls and in 
the furniture/accessories, particularly 
when an entire wall is covered with 
a single mirror panel or mirrored tiles 
with a burnished metallic finish, which 
has a warming effect.  

Patterns are ideal for making 
big bold statements in a bathroom. 
Geometric patterned wallpapers and 
tiles, especially in monochrome, will 
give your bathroom incredible depth 
and definition. While mosaic tiles 
used on the main wall in a wet room 
will create a striking focal point, 
particularly if the showerhead is a 
modern oversized type. A clear glass 
screen, which appears to float without 
fixings, will also open up the space and 
enhance the tiles.

T
1  If your heart is set on wooden flooring 

in your design -ed bathroom, then opt 
for a luxury vinyl version, which looks 
just like the real thing. Maritime Pine 
24854 from Moduleo’s Select range; 
from £19.99 per square metre,  
www.moduleo.co.uk  

2  A glamorous pink and white 
freestanding bathtub is the focal point 
in this sleek contemporary bathroom, 
Bettehome Oval Silhouette bicolour 
enamelled steel bath in violet and 
white; £6,980, www.bette.co.uk

3  Victoria suite, from £1,594; Hylton 
metallic effect acrylic bath in copper, 
£2,550; www.heritagebathrooms.com

4  The deep blue sea and all its mystery 
is the theme behind this dramatic 
teal and black bathroom, Vittone 
freestanding bath in black; £799,  
www.bathrooms.com  

5  A striking black and white geometric 
marble tiled floor underpins this 
elegant art deco style bathroom;  
www.devon-devon.com  

1

4

3

5

2

Speak to our Sales Advisors for details of our range of tailored packages, including Help to Buy,  
part exchange and assisted purchase plans - whatever helps to make your move easier.

cameronhomes.co.uk

Discover our stylish  
spring collection. 

Lichfield Road, Kings Bromley DE13 7JT

Opening on Saturday 2nd April - a selection of  
two, three, four and five-bedroom homes in a  
beautiful village setting. With a charming country 
location that’s just six miles north of Lichfield,  
this could be your perfect place to call home.

With a superb selection of two, three, four and five-bedroom designs available in three 
fantastic locations, spring 2016 is an ideal time to move to a new Cameron home. 

Woodacre Road, Erdington B24 0JT

An exciting collection of three and four-bedroom 
homes with excellent connections to Birmingham 
city centre. Each layout features bright living space, 
a sleek kitchen and an en suite master bedroom. 
Your exciting new lifestyle starts here.

Palmerston Drive, Tividale,  
Oldbury B69 3NA

A development of two, three and four-bedroom 
homes in the heart of the Black Country. With a  
well-connected location and homes to cater for  
a range of lifestyles, this contemporary collection  
has something for everyone.

Visit 11am - 5pm, Thursday to Monday 
from 2nd April. Call 07932 411122 or  
email kingswood@cameronhomes.co.uk 

Visit 11am - 5pm, Thursday to Monday,  
call 07971 087631 or email  
hallgardens@cameronhomes.co.uk

Visit 11am - 5pm seven days  
a week, call 07341 569267 or email  
keeperscross@cameronhomes.co.uk 

Computer generated images, details may vary.
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1  Pretty personalised linen  
storage basket; £17,  
www.giftwrappedandgorgeous.com  

2  Hand-carved mahogany Salome 
mirror in silver leaf finish; £2,000,  
www.devon-devon.com  

3  ‘Pebble’ soap dispenser; £36.99,  
www.wayfair.co.uk   

4  Ergonomically designed giraffe 
toothbrush holder; £8,  
www.pinksumo.com  

5  Pluto ceramic gold rabbit pot (the 
perfect holder for cotton buds); 
£13.50, www.scandinavianshop.co.uk

1

Quirky goldfish-shaped gadget, which separates egg 
yolks from egg whites; Yolkfish egg separator, £7.95, 

www.thekitchengiftco.com   

There are some cracking good kitchen accessories out there. 
Richenda Oldham has fun finding egg-themed kitchen kit      

Kitchen  
eggs-travagance 

Go sculpt an egg with this eerie 
egg-a-matic skull mould; £8.99, 

www.kitchencraft.co.uk  

Holy hard-boiled eggs Robin! Batman  
egg cup and bat toast cutter; £9.99,  
www.gettingpersonal.co.uk  

Tick-tock fried egg wall clock; £30,  
www.etsy.com  

Store your eggs in date order  
on this egg skelter (it takes up  
to 24 eggs); £23.95,  
www.annabeljames.co.uk  

Richenda Oldham picks her must-have 
accessories for the bathroom   

43 5

2Bathtime 
treats

16   interiors Find a great mortage deal at whathouse.com/mortgages interiors  17For the latest on the property market      @What_House

Space mission
Galley kitchens are surprisingly versatile and offer heaps of design potential. Richenda Oldham checks out 
the many advantages of a size-zero kitchen    
           ust because your kitchen is 

long and narrow or has tricky 
proportions, doesn’t mean that 
it can’t be a fully functioning 
and efficient space built with 
style  and  ergonomic  precision,

which is where the galley kitchen 
comes into its own.  

Galley kitchens take their name 
from the compact kitchens on ships 
and are a highly efficient means of 
optimising space, by concentrating 
storage and work surfaces into a 
small area. Professional kitchens have 
a similar layout based on the classic 
work triangle, with hob, cooker, sink 

and fridge arranged in this pattern for 
maximum productivity.  

One of the biggest problems with 
galley kitchens is to prevent them from 
feeling like corridors, particularly if 
they have an entrance at either end. 
You can break up the run of units by 
creating an asymmetrical layout with a 
mixture of tall units and base units on 
one side and a single run of base units 
on the opposite wall.   

From a safety point of view, in an 
open-ended galley kitchen with a high 
traffic flow, you could have the hob 
and the sink on the same side, to avoid 
having to turn around with a pan of 

boiling water in your hand just as a 
small child comes charging through.  

MAXIMISING SPACE
If your kitchen is closed off at one 
end, there are a number of ways to 
prevent it feeling like a dead-end 
alley. If you have a window, then it is 
important to make the most of this 
and not to block it in any way. You 
could consider having a stool next 
to it (but no table), so someone can 
perch on it while reading or chatting 
on the phone. If there is no window, 
a mirror will give the illusion of a 
larger space or it could be turned into 

a feature wall using a block of colour 
(paint or tiles) or a stunning mural 
(a trompe l’oeil window or feature), 
or even blackboard paint to create a 
giant board for shopping lists or fun 
drawings.  

GALLEY WITH ISLANDS
An island is also ideal for breaking up 
a larger room - for example a single 
good-sized room could become an 
open-plan kitchen cum living room 
with a galley layout at one end, with 
an island running parallel to the units. 
The island can also double as a dining 
area/breakfast bar, and separates 

the galley kitchen from the sofas/
armchairs of the living area.  

STREAMLINE FOR 
SUCCESS
To keep the space flowing in your 
galley kitchen, it needs to feel as 
streamlined and sleek as possible. So 
for contemporary kitchens choose 
glossy white or pale coloured units 
and opt for push-click doors with no 
handles. A bank of floor-to-ceiling 
cupboards on one wall will also help 
to eliminate clutter and will add to the 
feeling of order.   

J

White reflective high-gloss cabinets make this 
sleek contemporary galley kitchen appear wider 
than it is; Callerton Valencia kitchen, from 
£15,000, www.kitchensinternational.co.uk  

 The breakfast bar in this streamlined kitchen replaces a run of 
units and breaks the space up efficiently to form a practical 
work area, which is also ideal for socialising; Urbo and Metro 
matt lacquer bespoke kitchen with Corian and oak work 
surfaces, from £40,000, www.roundhousedesign.co.uk

 Recycled unpainted timber, a mellow brick 
chimneybreast and open shelves filled with 
kitchen paraphernalia, give this traditional 
kitchen warmth and individuality of character; 
custom-built units, from £12,000,  
www.themaincompany.co.uk  

 This room’s tall ceiling has been taken full advantage 
of to create an impressive traditionally styled kitchen 
with a magnificent focal point created around the range 
cooker; bespoke hand-painted kitchen by Tom Howley, 
from £35,000, www.tomhowley.co.uk   

 This linear minimalist galley kitchen features 
handleless tall units with integrated appliances 
concealed behind the doors, while the long central 
island forms a breakfast bar cum food preparation 
area; Largo-FG and Avance FG kitchen in frosty 
white, from £15,000, www.leicht.com  



“Luxury handmade furniture
designed and made exclusive for you”

T:  +44 (0)208 529 2222
E: info@leberta.co.uk
W: www.leberta.co.uk
7 Hall Lane, Chingford, London E4 8HH

Opening hours
Mon-Sat: 10:00-19:00

“We don’t just sell furniture
we create living spaces”

“Handcrafted
by master craftsmen”
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WHAUG  *CALA will obtain 2 independent valuations based on achieving a sale in a 4-6 week period, part exchange considered subject to CALA’s purchasing criteria, terms and conditions. Visit cala.co.uk/terms for full terms and conditions and purchasing criteria.  
Up to 100% part exchange and other incentives available on selected plots, subject to terms and conditions and not in conjunction with each other or any other offer. 

WYCHBURY FIELDS,  
HAGLEY, DY9 9LG 
CALL 01562 569 771 
CALA.CO.UK 
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Call to register your interest or we would be delighted  

to welcome you to the development.

BUY OFF PLAN, ENJOY FIRST CHOICE 
COME TO CALA NOW

4 BEDROOM 
DETACHED HOMES 
FROM £460,000

Available with up to 100% part exchange*  
to help make your dream move happen 



                    
                     ouse-hunters looking 

for a luxury new home 
in Staffordshire might 
be bowled over by the 
opportunity to purchase

 
one of the high-specification four- and 
five-bedroom homes at Wedgwood 
Park, from David Wilson Homes.

 Three distinct areas are taking 
shape: Lakeside, The Village and  

 
The Oaks. The Lakeside homes enjoy 
fantastic views down towards the 
fishing lake while the second phase of 
the development, The Village – where 
construction begins later in 2016 – has 

been designed to resemble a typical 
Staffordshire village.  The third phase, 
The Oaks, will be backed by an area of 
ancient woodland. Work is due to start 
there in 2017.

Steve Barton, senior sales manager 
at David Wilson Homes Mercia, says: 
“Wedgwood Park is truly a dream 
destination, offering the tranquillity 
of countryside living coupled with 
excellent connections to the likes 
of Manchester, Birmingham and 
Nottingham. It is a special place 
to call home both inside and out. 
Homeowners can relax in the spacious 
and luxurious surroundings of their 
new home while outside they can 
relax in the beautiful countryside of 
the Wedgwood Estate.” 

The development, set in the 
Wedgwood Estate, is within walking 
distance of the village of Barlaston 
and the World of Wedgwood visitor 
attraction, where the world-famous 
porcelain manufacturer’s history is 
celebrated. Wedgwood Park is five 
miles away from Stoke-on-Trent 
station, and four miles from junction 
15 of the M6. Prices at Wedgwood 
Park currently start at £480,000. 

Find out more at www.dwh.co.uk;  
0844 8113322

                ellway has introduced a  
new smiling face to its  
team as it urges house-
hunters in Dudley to check 
out  the   final   four   homes

available its St James Mews 
development in Dudley, West Midlands.

Chris Walton is the new sales 
advisor at the scheme, which only has a  
few four-bedroom homes remaining 
for sale. 

“I’ve been in the industry for a 
while now, doing the same job for 
a different company, and I love it 
here; I really like the way they have  
planned the development and laid it 
out,” says Chris, who only lives half-
a-mile away.

Bellway has transformed the former 
site of workshops, classrooms and  
halls of residence for Dudley College 
into a smart development of 80  
new homes.

The 24-year-old is a keen 
sportsman, spending his time playing 
pool, snooker and golf in the 

surrounding area, which has given 
him a good knowledge of what  
the neighbourhood has to offer  
new residents.

“St James Mews is really geared to 
creating a family environment and all 
around them people are finding other 
families to get to know,” he says. 
“It’s a very nice development, very 
modern and smart to look at. You 
can really enjoy taking a little drive  
around it.”

Chris made a great impression since 
starting for the Bellway team, selling 
four homes in his first four weeks. He 
is also responsible for selling the last 
few homes at another Bellway site, 
The Alders in Wolverhampton, which 
is almost complete.

The government-backed Help to 
Buy scheme is available at St James 
Mews, enabling people to move in with 
a 5% deposit and a 75% mortgage. 

Find out more at www.bellway.co.uk; 
01384 355867
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New face for Dudley development
A new team member to 
present the final few homes 
at St James Mews

B
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China at your feet

H

Potter about in your own luxury home at Wedgwood Park

Samuel Brant and Kathy Cook at Badgers Rise in Telford

                   ameron Homes, one  
of the West Midlands’ 
largest family-owned 
housebuilding companies, 
is   springing   into  action

with the launch of three new 
developments in the region.

The Staffordshire-based company, 
which has been building for more 
than 20 years, is heading for a busy 
season as it opens sales offices at three  
new sites in Kings Bromley, Tividale  

and Birmingham.
Kings Wood is the new development 

in Kings Bromley, just six miles from 
Lichfield, with just 12 homes on offer, 
with two- to five-bedroom house 
types priced from £275,000. The sales 
office opens on 2 April, with a show 
home following at the end of May.

“These homes are set in an idyllic 
country location but just a short drive 
from Lichfield city centre,” said Andy 
Gough, sales and marketing director 

for Cameron.
The first phase of homes has 

been released at Keepers Cross, 
a new scheme in Tividale in the  
Black Country. In all, 60 new homes 
will be built here, with the first phase 
of three-bedroom homes starting 
at just £175,000. Two- and four-
bedroom homes will also be part of 
the scheme.

Gough adds: “We have a long 
tradition of building in the Black 

Country and are pleased to be back 
with this development in Tividale, 
which will be one of our most 
significant schemes in the region.” 
The marketing suite is open daily from 
11.00am to 5.00pm.

The third new development is 
Hall Gardens, next to Erdington’s 
Hollyfields Centre in Woodacre Road, 
Birmingham, where the sales office for 
this collection of 14 three- and four-
bedroom homes is already open to 

house-hunters. Seven different homes 
designs are available, with prices 
starting at £250,000.

The development is only around a 
mile from Spaghetti Junction and four 
miles from Birmingham city centre – 
perfect for commuters to the city and 
beyond, with some excellent local 
amenities on the doorstep.

Find out more at cameronhomes.co.uk; 
01543 687340

Three is the magic number

C

Help to Buy opens 
young couple’s 
housing horizons
                    ver 150,000 homebuyers  

have now been able 
to secure a new 
home thanks to  
the  government-backed

Help to Buy scheme, among them 
first-time buyers Samuel Brant and 
Kathy Cook, who recently opened 
the door to their new home at Taylor 
Wimpey’s Badgers Rise development in 
Ketley, Telford. 

“Help to Buy was perfect for us – 
it definitely allowed us to widen our 
horizons when we were shopping 
around as well as gifting us some 
financial breathing space,” says 
Samuel, a trainee accountant.

“When we decided to move in 
together and take our first step on the 
property ladder, we chose to stay in 
Telford in order to stay close to family 
and friends but also due to work 
commitments. We’d also received a 
good recommendation from my sister 
who moved to the development in 
early May 2015.

“What appealed to us about a new 

build home was the fact that we were 
able to customise the interior and with 
DIY being neither of our strong points, 
this made the choice a lot easier. The 
NHBC warranty included with a new 
build property also gives you some 
peace of mind.” 

Samuel and Kathy bought a three-
bedroom ‘Ashton’ house type at the 
scheme, part of the Telford Millennium 
Village development just three miles 
from Telford’s town centre. “We chose 
the ‘Ashton’ as it’s a three-storey 
property with bundles of space, which 
is showcased by the master bedroom 
occupying the entire top floor. Kathy 
just fell in love with it!”

Help to Buy’s shared equity scheme 
requires buyers to provide just 5% as 
a deposit, which is supplemented by 
a government equity loan of 20% of 
the property price, interest-free for 
the crucial first five years after moving 
in. The loan can be paid back over a 
period of time, or paid off when the 
property is later sold.

As is often the case, it’s the personal 

relationship between buyer and seller 
which really makes an impression, 
and the couple were delighted by the 
housebuilder’s team on-site. “The 
Taylor Wimpey staff were helpful 
in guiding and advising us through 
the entire homebuying process. We 
received constant updates on how the 
house was progressing,” says Samuel.

It’s not just the bricks and mortar 
that appeals to the couple, either. 
“Badgers Rise is marketed as eco-
friendly area with lots of greenery,” 
adds Samuel, “providing us with a nice 
view from our house. The development 
definitely isn’t just bricks and concrete, 
it has character.”

There’s currently a selection of 
two-bedroom apartments available at 
Badgers Rise, priced from £101,995. 
The sales and marketing suite is open 
Thursday to Monday, from 11.00am  
to 5.00pm. 

 
Find out more at www.taylorwimpey.co.uk; 
01952 456213

O
Government-backed scheme secures a new home in Telford

Gail Davis recently moved 
into a five-bedroom home 
at Wedgwood Park with her 
partner Andy Ball, 43:

 “We chose Wedgwood 
Park because it’s such a 
beautiful setting and a really 
peaceful place. We found the 
development when we were 
looking for a new home and we 
decided to go along to a preview 
event. We were impressed by 
what we saw and knew it  
would be a wonderful place to 
call home.

“We had looked at older 
properties during our search but 
we found there was more space 
in a brand new property. And 
on top of that the plot size was 
generous and we could move 
straight in.

 “I’ve lived in new properties 
before but the level of service  
is streets ahead with David 
Wilson Homes.”

Case study

Regional housebuilder opens a hat-trick of new homes schemes

The ‘Appleton’ at Keepers CrossThe ‘Ferndale’ at Hall GardensThe ‘Packington’ at Kings Wood
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RETIREMENT VILLAGES IN
CHESHIRE AND WARWICK.

MADE FOR HAPPINESS, HEALTH
AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.
NOW THAT’S INSPIRED.

To discover more about Inspired Warwick
call Linda on 07468 697 822

To discover more about Inspired Tattenhall, Cheshire
call Trish on 07469 856 190

www.inspiredvillages.co.uk

VISIT OUR SALES SUITES: 
WARWICK CV34 6AF  |  TATTENHALL CH3 9DN
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Thinking of selling  
your home?

Do you know how much your home is really worth?  
Find out with our FREE valuation service.

It’s a quick and easy process that you can carry out  
online or over the phone.

Visit www.whathouse.com/value-my-house 

£?

WhatHouse? works with a team of reputable agents that will carry out the free valuation
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               irmingham has topped a  
list of destinations to move 
to in a new study by online 
estate agent Urban.co.uk. 
Britain’s  second  city  was  a

winner with all age groups, with many 
of those asked unimpressed by London 
and looking towards the appeal of 
other areas across the country.

For people over 30 years old, 
Birmingham topped the popularity table, 
with almost 12,500 making the move to 
the city during the previous year. For 
those aged between 22 and 29, the city 
was the third most popular, coming in 
above trendy London boroughs such as 
Tower Hamlets and Southwark. 

In the 18 to 21 age group, 
Birmingham remained in the top 
five of migration destinations along 
with other lively cities such as Leeds, 
Nottingham and Manchester. With 
more than 45,000 making the move 
to these four regions during the same 
time period, there’s clear evidence 

that the relative affordability of cities 
north of the capital has encouraged 
the migration of many young people, 
combined with the great educational 
and social opportunities offered by 
these university cities. 

For older people, those of 65 and 
over age group, leafy regions such as 
Wiltshire, Cornwall and the East Riding 
of Yorkshire led the way, though 
Birmingham even made the top ten 
places to move to for this age group. 

“People are increasingly seeing our 
region as an obvious choice to build 
a career and raise a family, thanks 

to excellent schools, outstanding 
connectivity and affordable homes 
and amenities,” says Emma Gray from 
Visit Birmingham.

Urban.co.uk’s figures show the 
average property price in Birmingham 
£300,000 cheaper than in London, 
while the Birmingham suburb of 
Mosley village was even named by The 
Sunday Times as the best place to live.

HS2 is barely out of the news and is 
seen by some as a key factor in more 
evenly sharing the benefits of the UK 
economy with areas outside London 
and the South East. Together with city 

regeneration such as at Curzon Street, 
and the major makeover enjoyed by 
New Street station, Birmingham’s 
reputation as a business centre has 
been enhanced in recent years. 

The city was named, for the second 
time running, as ‘the most investable 
city’ in an annual survey of European 
investors’ intentions by the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI) and adviser PwC seeing off 
the likes of Madrid, London and Paris.

Adam Male, co-founder of Urban.
co.uk, comments on the findings: 
“The range and quality of educational 
institutions north of London, in 

places such as Leeds, Nottingham and 
Birmingham, have undoubtedly played 
a large part in attracting more and 
more young people away from London 
and its surrounding regions. 

“The interesting trend here is that 
young people appear to be staying 
in these regions after university and 
this is something we can expect to 
see more of in the coming years due 
to their lively culture, increasing 
job opportunities and a competitive 
property market.”

Find out more at urban.co.uk

Brum 
major
Survey shows young 
and old migrating to 
Birmingham  

B



We’re open for business, whatever the climate.

For the last 40 years, through all market conditions, we’ve consistently lent to 
residential property developers. So if you’re looking for funds, you won’t find a more 
experienced, flexible and reliable business partner.

To find out how we can help your development, please call Close Brothers Property 
Finance on 020 7655 3655 or visit closepropertyfinance.com

Close Brothers I Modern Merchant Banking
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Budget reaction
What the 
property 
industry 
has to say
                  hancellor 

George Osborne 
has presented  
his eighth

Budget and among the 
many new announcements 
are a number of factors  
affecting the UK’s 
homeowners, house-
hunters, housing market 
and property industry. 
While there maybe wasn’t 
as much housing news as 
hoped for, news of the 
Crossrail 2 has been well-
received, and WhatHouse.
com has gathered more 
reactions from the leading 
experts in the property 
industry.

C
“As Crossrail 1 has demonstrated, 
major infrastructure projects can 
have a serious regenerative effect  
and unlock new opportunities for 
housing by boosting connectivity 
within cities.

“Investment into key infrastructure 
like Crossrail 2 is infinitely more useful 
in helping to deliver real affordability 
into the market than many of the 
short-termist housing initiatives we 
have seen recently. Opening up new 
areas of London as viable locations 
for housing will increase choice for 
hardworking Londoners looking for 
sensibly priced homes.“
“A threshold on how many homes the 
stamp duty surcharge applies to is 
also crucial for institutional landlords 
and investors. The aim of delivering 
more homes will not be achieved if 
investors are put off from creating 
large developments of new homes to 
begin with.”

“It was pleasing to see that the 
Office for Budget Responsibility 
has predicted a steady growth  
rate in the British economy of around 
2% until 2020. This, when combined 
with the announcement of the 
Crossrail 2 north-to-south train line 
through London will positively affect 
the London property market, as we 
have seen areas such as Paddington 
benefit from investment and  
rising property values due to the 
original Crossrail.

“We welcome the announcement 
that Capital Gains Tax is to be cut,  
as it allows greater investment 
into London; we hope to see  
more people investing in the  
London property market as a result  
of this policy. Unfortunately, the 
higher rates of stamp duty land tax 
that were announced in 2015 and  
the 3% surcharge on buy-to-let 
properties and second homes will 
continue to stifle the property market 
in London.”

“The UK is in desperate need of a 
housing policy which caters for the 
long-term, reflecting the future 
needs of a growing population and 
changing demand for property type 
and tenure, which looks beyond the 
next parliamentary period. We are 
also in desperate need of more homes. 
We need more incentives, and easier 
processes, for small and medium-sized 
housebuilders to get building.

“Lifetime ISAs, outlined today, are 
another supportive measure for first-
time buyers and are a significant boon 
for those looking to save for a home. 
However, this is another measure 
which boosts demand and today 
we heard very little about supply – 
increasing housing supply is key to 
easing property price growth.

“The confirmation that there will 
be a 3% stamp duty surcharge for 
second home owners is a real blow 
– and the brunt of this change will 
be felt by tenants and not landlords. 
There was no detail given today in 
the Chancellor’s speech and there are 
many questions unanswered.”

Nick Leeming,  
chairman at  
Jackson-Stops & Staff

 
 
 
 
 

“The country’s housing shortage can 
only be solved by boosting the supply 
of new homes, and the government 
could have gone further in making 
this a priority. While the Lifetime ISA 
is a positive step forward that will 
make it easier for people to save for a 
deposit on a home, more should have 
been done to bring housebuilding 

into greater focus.  In his budget, 
George Osborne claims to put the 
next generation first, but this missed 
opportunity means that the supply of 
homes will continue to be low, leading 
to greater pressure on prices, which 
will largely affect first time buyers in 
the majority.”

 “In the buy-to-let sector we have 
seen a surge in purchases ahead of 
the extra 3% stamp duty for landlords 
being introduced in April, but 
we’re now likely to see a significant  
fall in buy-to-let purchases as soon  
as the new measure is introduced.  
That might result in a levelling out 
of prices but it will also mean less 
investment into new build buy-to-
let properties, which is essential for 
anyone who cannot afford to buy, 
especially in London. Tenants are likely 
to be the biggest losers as landlords 
pass on the increased costs through 
rent rises.

 “The property market appears to 
have been spooked by uncertainty 
around Brexit in the last month, with 
fewer people selling, and this was the 
government’s chance to support the 
residential market.”

Paul Smith,  
CEO of haart estate  
agents

Martin Bikhit,  
managing director  
of Kay & Co

“Today’s announcements by the 
Chancellor will have come as no real 
surprise to those looking to buy an 
investment property in coming months. 
George Osborne has maintained 
his earlier pledge on stamp duty, 
holding strong on the changes already 
announced, which in turn means that 
those investors with their fingers on 
the pulse will not have experienced any 
kind of real shock to the system today.

 “Giving the green light to the HS3 
Manchester to Leeds line will also 
massively grow investment prospects in 
the Northern Powerhouse, improving 
transport links and high-speed travel. 
Overall, I would say that this budget 
has confirmed that there is no better 
time to look north, however, with the 
dream buy-to-let conditions created 
for the Northern Powerhouse.”

Jonathan Stephens, 
Surrenden Invest

Steve Sanham,  
development director  
at HUB
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Higher Clovelly - North Devon 

£925,000

  4 |   3 |   3 • Idyllic Lifestyle Business
• 3 Luxury Holiday Cottages
• Sea/Countryside Views
• Popular Situation

• Grand Period Main Residence
• Garage and Parking
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• Located on Over An Acre Plot

For full details, or to view more of our portfolio, visit our website
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How has the local property 
market started in 2016? 
We started the year with a race 
against time for potential landlords 
and second-home buyers to beat 
the stamp duty deadline in April. As 
such, we saw an increase in enquiries  
and completions. However, it’s unlikely 
that anyone starting the process now 
will be able to complete in time, after 
which the market will be calmed to its 
usual level.  

Have you seen a rise in 
instructions or is there still a stock 
shortage? 
Market appraisals are up on last year 
but instructions are identical to 2015. 
Stock is still key and we’re finding 
there is a distinct lack of it at the  
lower end of the market. Generally 
speaking there’s a shortage at all price 
levels and for all types of property.  
As such, correctly priced properties 
in the right location are selling  
really quickly. 

What’s buyer sentiment like and 
have prices risen since last year? 
Buyer sentiment is optimistic but it’s 
very much a sellers’ market at the 
moment. Vendors are concerned to  
go to the market as they may 
sell without finding a property to 
purchase. We are seeing properties 
coming onto the market previously 
marketed last year or in 2014 and 

typically we’re reappraising prices as 
they have changed. 

Are there more first-time buyers 
or second steppers?
We’ve had a 15% increase in first-
time buyers registering with us 
in comparison to last year and  
there just isn’t the level of stock 
needed for them. It’s a similar picture 
for second steppers. There’s a definite 
shortage of suitable homes for  
these buyers.

What’s new for buyers and 
sellers?  
The upgraded New Street station 
in Birmingham, which opened in 
September, has definitely had an impact 
on the region already. This is a way  
of bringing more buyers to the  
Midlands as it improves our 
connections with the rest of the 
country and has had a ripple effect 
throughout the region. Solihull town 
centre is undergoing a revamp, with 
a new four-storey building planned 
at the Mell Square shopping centre. 
This is expected to complete later 
this year and prices will undoubtedly 
rise around the town centre as a 
result of this. There are also plans for 
a new development of 14 homes on 
the former Ashton Nurseries site in 
Hockley Heath.

Find out more at www.hunters.com

Agent insight We speak to David Curwen, managing 
director of Hunters Midlands, which has a 
wide network of 30 branches covering  
sales and lettings across the region 

01707 601463
info@charteroak.co.uk 
www.charteroak.co.uk

Capitalise on a high yielding asset that retains scope for capital 
appreciation with a three-year guaranteed income scheme offering 
up to 10% net p.a.

Situated in high rental performing South West Cornwall, our luxury 
fully furnished lodges come with an inclusive, hassle-free 
management and letting service.

Lodges can be purchased free of stamp duty, conveyancing fees 
and council tax; and have a 125 year licence with no transfer fees.

Prices from £145,000.

Call us today to find out more

EXCEPTIONAL | ASPIRATIONAL | LUXURIOUS

Up to NET P.A.10%
Lodge investment
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                        arch 2016 is the  
seventh anniversary 
of the Bank of 
England cutting 
interest rates to  their

historic low of 0.5%. Despite the cost 
of borrowing having fallen to record 
levels in that period, mortgage rates  
in the UK are still continuing to fall 
for many.

For seven years, borrowers have 
benefited from the Bank of England 
Base rate remaining at a historic 
low. And, despite no change to the  
base rate, mortgage rates in 
the UK continue to fall as 

competition between lenders  
drives down the cost of deals.

Recent figures published in The 
Guardian have revealed that the 
average mortgage rate has fallen by 
around a third over the past six years, 
saving borrowers £270 a month on a 
£200,000 mortgage.

Separate data from the Bank of 
England shows that the average cost 
of a five-year fixed-rate mortgage 
for a borrower with a 25% deposit 
has fallen from 3.98% to 2.77% 
since 2009. Rates on two-year deals 
have fallen from 3.98% in 2009 to  
1.95% today.

Mortgage expert David 
Hollingworth warned that  
borrowers should not get complacent, 
reminding borrowers that while the 
base rate has languished at 0.5%  
for many years, at some stage it  
will rise.

“It is wise to prepare for  
this change, and take action,” he  
says. “This includes taking the 
opportunity to cut the rate you’re  
paying with ongoing competition 
between lenders and attractive 
deals around. Also, prepare 
for a rise by overpaying to 
get rid of debt more quickly.” 

WEALTHY HOMEBUYERS 
BEING DENIED THE BEST 
MORTGAGE DEALS

While competition between lenders has 
driven down rates, many of the wealthiest 
homebuyers are being denied access to 
the very best deals, despite exemptions to 
affordability rules that should allow them 
to borrow the amounts that they need.

In April 2014, the Financial Conduct 
Authority imposed constraints on 
affordability for mortgage borrowers 
under the Mortgage Market Review. 
However, that process exempted high 

net-worth borrowers, defined as those 
earning more than £300,000 a year or 
with more than £3m in assets.

Nearly two years later, many high 
street lenders are failing to use the 
exemption for fear of falling foul of the 
regulator. This has forced many wealthy 
clients to turn to private banks for a 
mortgage, meaning they can’t access 
the very best deals in the market.

“The exemption is out there and 
available, yet the vast majority of lenders 
are choosing not to use it,” says mortgage 
expert Mark Harris. “I think it’s fear of 
getting on the regulator’s radar for doing 
something out of the ordinary.”

M

Mortgage rates 
continue to fall – 
but not for wealthy 
borrowers
Lending criteria mean high net-worth individuals may not 
be offered the cut-price rates available, says Nick Parkhouse
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                    plant has to be tough 
if it is to survive in my 
house. They are either 
overwatered or gasping 
for a drink and shedding

dry brown leaves in protest at their 
lack of care. I’m ashamed to say, it’s a 
kind of all-or-nothing scenario.  

They deserve better quite frankly, 
particularly in view of the valuable 
work that they do in keeping me 
healthy. Plants are our natural partners 
when it comes to gases - they absorb 
the carbon dioxide that we exhale and 
then release oxygen. Even at night, 
when photosynthesis stops, certain 
plants such as orchids and succulents 
continue taking in carbon dioxide and 
releasing oxygen.   

Plants also help prevent dry skin, 
colds, sore throats and dry coughs and 
in a modern world of efficient, tightly 
sealed, centrally heated buildings, 
they improve the quality of indoor 
air. Not only that, they have been 
shown to improve the way we work, 
by increasing memory retention, 
productivity and concentration.  

On top of all the health benefits, 
plants add aesthetic value to our 
homes, providing vitality, colour and 
texture. Bringing a garden (of sorts) 
indoors provides a certain feel-good 
factor that can only come from the 
satisfaction of nurturing a living thing. 
Best of all, anyone can own and care 
for a house plant.  

CHOOSING AN INDOOR 
PLANT
There are a number of key factors 
that will influence your choice of 
houseplants. Where you intend to keep 
them, how much space is available, 

how much time you intend to dedicate 
to their care and of course what types 
of plant you prefer will steer you down 
certain plant paths.  

Many houseplants are tropical 
species, which thrive in warm, humid 
conditions, with some sun and 
hopefully not too many draughts. 
However, hallways are prone to 
fluctuating temperatures and draughts, 
so will need tougher plants to cope 
with these changing conditions.  

•  Bathroom - peace lily, African 
violet, zebra plant, umbrella plant 

•  Kitchen - African violet, begonia, 
busy Lizzie, creeping fig 

•  Bedroom - azalea, chrysanthemum, 
cyclamen, feather palm, hyacinth, 
orchids 

•  Living room - devil’s ivy, spider 
plant, Swiss cheese plant, yucca, 
shrimp plant 

•  Hall - asparagus fern, false castor 
oil plant, grape ivy, devil’s ivy  

CARING FOR YOUR 
PLANTS
Avoid overwatering (which is the 
number one killer of houseplants) 
as this can cause root death and the 
collapse of the plant. In general, keep 
soil moist, but not wet. In winter, 
reduce watering gradually, but ensure 
the plant has moisture around its 
leaves by misting the plant daily.   

Plants will need feeding, as every 
time you water them, essential 
nutrients are leached out of the 
soil. Liquid feeds are a good choice, 
but most plants should only be fed 
between March and September when 
they are actively growing.   

Bloomin’ lovely!
Richenda Oldham goes 
in search of indoor  
plant life for a healthier 
way of life    

A

Spider plants are adaptable and considered one of the easiest houseplants to grow. 
They can be grown in a variety of conditions and are ideal for novice gardeners     

Lemon trees offer year-round interest with white fragrant flowers and small fruits, but remember they need high levels of light  

Hyacinths are popular bulbs with colourful, highly fragrant 
flowers. They are ideal indoor plants as they can be easily 
grown in containers   

The aloe vera plant is a handy succulent plant to have around 
as its leaves contain a clear gel with healing properties  

With their stunning flowers (purple, pink, red, blue and white) and hardy attributes, African violets are perfect 
houseplants, which look good in containers or hanging baskets  

PURE TASTING
INSTANT
BOILING
CHILLED
SPARKLING
WATER ON TAP.

THE WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED 
DRINKING WATER APPLIANCE. 
Whatever your style, there is now a Zip Tap to suit. The newly launched HydroTap 
Arc, Cube and Elite models complement any kitchen, while offering fi ltered 
boiling, chilled and sparkling water, instantly.

Featuring advanced 0.2 micron fi ltration system, excellent energy effi ciency 
and compact under-sink command centre, the new taps will appeal to those 
who crave style as well as substance.

Find out how you can enjoy the life-changing benefi ts of a Zip Tap.

Call 0845 6 005 005 to arrange your free consultation or visit zipwater.com/uk

Product shown is the HydroTap Cube in matt black
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