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Abstract 
In this report the outcome from participating in EU conferences within the EU Life+ project Small 
Scale CHP based on biomass in the region of Southeast Sweden (Life13ENV/SE/000113) is 
described and analysed, i.e short: Small Scale CHP from biomass. The project is partly financed by 
the EU Life+ programme and the Swedish Energy Agency.  

The aim of the report is to present the results and lessons learned from participating at European 
conferences. The results in this report are valuable for other EU-projects.  

The main results and lessons learned from participating at EU conferences within the Life+ project 
Small scale CHP from biomass are: 

• EU conferences is a good way to disseminating the project to other organisations and 
companies within EU. Oral presentation is the most efficient way to reach the audience. 

• It is good to disseminate the project in all project phases, even if the results are missing 
in the beginning. 

• Participate at conferences with relevant target group is more important than participating 
at large conferences.  

• Submitting abstract for possibility to give a speech is a good way to start a relation with 
the conference organizer. 

• The steering group members have been important actors for the possibility to participate 
at several EU conferences. 
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Abbreviations 
Fedarene - European Federation of Agencies and Regions for Energy and the Environment 

 

Purpose of participating in EU-
conferences 
The general goal of participating in EU-conferences are:  

1. To increase the awareness and knowledge of the technologies demonstrated in Small Scale CHP 
from biomass in other EU countries by orally presenting the EU Life+ project Small Scale CHP from 
biomass 

2. Knowledge exchange. Some countries have similar demonstration projects. To be able to share 
information makes the project, the demonstration as well as the installations, more efficient.  

3. Gain new contacts and networks to be able to disseminate the experience from small scale CHP 
in Sweden to others.  

 

Detailed sub-purpose for participating in EU conferences 
Purpose of participating:  

• Get updated information on the present situation in different countries and recent trends 
for future development 

• Increase the knowledge of the CHP technologies based on bioenergy and the bioenergy 
market and development as well as recent policies. 

• Information exchange from similar EU-projects that can be useful in our project 

 

Objective of participating in EU conferences:  

Make organisations / companies outside Sweden aware of techniques for small scale CHP from 
bioenergy. Create an interest to come and visit the demonstration plants and learn more.  

Keep knowledge about the current situation of bioenergy in different EU countries. Continuous 
update regarding current and future trends.  Exchange knowledge regarding bioenergy and 
especially the need and possibility for small scale CHP. But also gain information about similar 
projects and installations to improve the process for investing in small scale CHP. The objective is 
also to gain an overview of the interest of small-scale CHP in Europe and the main pros and cons 
for small scale CHP from bioenergy in different EU countries.  

That these industries consider small scale CHP from bioenergy as a feasible alternative when a 
new investment is needed. The long-term objective is that this networking leads to more small-
scale CHP installations.  

Create contacts that forward the information to specific companies or organisations that could be 
interested in small scale CHP.  
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Objective and Achievement 
Objective Achieved up to September 2019 

• 1 Conference on EU level/year 

 

• Participation in 

seminars/conferences by Fedarene 

(2), AEBIOM, Svebio, Swedenergy 

(former Swedish district heating 

association) 

 

• Participated in 9 EU conferences (1in 2014, 3 in 

2015, 2 in 2016, 1 in 2017, 2 in 2018) 

o 11.09.2014 Actions that make the 

difference, seminar in Jyväskylä, arranged 

by Fedarene  

o 14-15.04.2015, Nordic Baltic Bioenergy 

Conference in Riga, arranged by Svebio 

and Latbio – sent flyers to the organiser 

o 16-17.09.2015, European biomass to 

power conference in Berlin, arranged by 

ACI Europe 

o 2.12.2015, 8th international Conference 

on Application of Biomass Gasification in 

Innsbruck, arranged by AEBIOM 

o 20.04.2016, Nordic Baltic Bioenergy 

Conference in Riga, arranged by Svebio 

and Latbio 

o 20.10.2016, International seminar on 

gasification in Malmö, arranged by 

Energiforsk (Swed Energy) 

o 07-09.11.2017, European Biomass to 

power in Aarhus, arranged by ACI Europe 

o 10-11.10.2018 Int. Congress on Biomass 

and Expo in Berlin, arranged by Bioenergy 

insight magazine 

o 06-08.11.2018, European Biomass to 

Power in Stockholm, arranged by ACI 

Europe 

• Participation in seminars/conferences by Fedarene 

(2), AEBIOM, Svebio, Swedenergy (former 

Swedish district heating association) (2) 

o Fedarene (1) 

o AEBIOM (1) 

o Svebio/Latbio (2) 

o ACI (3) 

o Bioenergy insight magazine (1) 

o Swed Energy (Energiforsk) (1) 
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Identification of relevant EU conferences 
 

Identification of relevant EU conferences to participating in has been performed by identifying 
relevant conferences and by invitation from the organizer. The following criteria has been 
evaluated before submitting a request for presentation or to accept an invitation: 

• Is the conference relevant for the project? 

o Is it the right target group?  

o Does it give me a possibility to get new contacts, to meet new relevant contacts? 

o Does it give me update on the current situation or recent updates on the 
bioenergy use in Europe relevant to the small scale CHP development 

• Is it cost-effective (not too hard to reach and for relevant traveling expenses, free or lower 
participant costs for speakers)? 

The opportunity to talk at Fedarene conferences has been possible due to our membership in 
Fedarene, and having the ESS managing director as a director of the board in Fedarene.  

The steering group members have been very important for the dissemination of the project. The 
steering group has been involved with the flyer presentations at the Nordic Baltic Bioenergy 
conference in 2015 and was presenting the project at the 8th Int. Conference on Application of 
Biomass gasification in 2015. It is also trough the steering group member the invitation to speak 
at the Nordic Baltic Bioenergy Conference in 2016 was sent.  

The Life+ project Small Scale CHP from bioenergy has been invited to most of the conferences in 
which the project has been orally presented. One exception is the European Biomass to Power 
conference in 2015, in which the project manager submitted an abstract for a speech – and was 
accepted.  

The project has also submitted abstract for the possibility to speech at three EU conferences 
without being accepted as speakers.  
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Results 
Participating in EU conferences has been important for disseminating the project to other EU 
organisations and companies, since the project partners are all Swedish companies. The project 
manager has therefore put a lot of effort on finding relevant conferences to be able to 
disseminate the project in the best way. From July 2014 until September 2019 the project has 
been disseminated at 10 EU seminars or conferences. In total, around 600 people has been 
reached by the presentation of the project on EU conferences/seminars. 

The three main things that the project manager and the project has gained from all EU seminar 
activities are: 

o Possibility to disseminate the project to relevant audience 

o Possibility to networking with the participants – resulting in new contacts each time 

o Update in the current situation on the bioenergy market in Europe and increased 
knowledge 

All conferences or seminars in which the EU Life+ project Small Scale CHP from biomass has 
been presented are listed in the table below. The table also includes the conferences in which 
an abstract for presented has been submitted, but not accepted.   

Table 1. EU conferences and seminars in which the EU Life+ project Small Scale CHP from biomass has been 

presented, including conferences were submission has been declined.  

Date Seminar/ 
conference 
 

Organiser Location/ 
City/Country 

Oral 
or 
Flyers 

No. of 
attend. 

Invitation or 
submission of 
request 

11.09.2014 Actions that make 
the difference – 
Seminar in 
Jyväskylä 

Fedarene Jyväskylä/ 
Finland 

Oral Ca. 32 Invitation 

14-
15.04.2015 

Nordic Baltic 
Bioenergy 
Conference  

Svebio and 
Latbio 

Riga/ Latvia Info. 
Mate
rial/fl
yer 

Ca. 100 Question to 
organiser 

16-
17.09.2015 

European 
biomass to power 
Conference 

ACI Berlin/ 
Germany 

Oral Ca.30 Submission via 
email 

2.12.2015 8th International 
conference on 
Application of 
Biomass 
Gasification 

AEBIOM Innsbruck/ 
Austria 

Oral 120 Question from 
Svebio to 
include 
information 
regarding the 
project, 
presented by 
Gustav Melin 

20.04.2016 Nordic Baltic 
Bioenergy 
Conference  

Svebio and 
Latbio 

Riga/ Lativa Oral >200, 
ca 100 
at the 
speech 

Invitation 

20.10.2016 International 
seminar on 
gasification 

Energiforsk Malmö/ 
Sweden 

Oral 36 Invitation 
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12-
15.06.2017 

EUBCE – 25th 
European 
Biomass 
Conference and 
Exhibition 

EUBCE Stockholm/ 
Sweden 

  Submitted an 
abstract – not 
accepted 

27-29.06 
2017 

PowerGEN 
Europe and 
Renwebale 
Energy World 
Europe 27-29 
June 207 in 
Cologne 

(AB 
Ronneby 
participate
d) 

International   Networking – 
meeting with 
supplier 

08.11.2017 European 
biomass to power 
Conference 

ACI Ahus/ 
Denmark 

Oral Ca. 50 Invitation 

10-
11.10.2018 

Int. congress on 
biomass and expo 

ACI Berlin/ 
Germany 

Oral Ca.30 Invitation 

06/08-11. 
2018 

European 
biomass to power 
Conference 

ACI Stockholm/ 
Sweden 

Oral 92 Invitation 

27-1.02-
03.2019 

European Pellet 
conference - 
Accepted for 
poster- decided 
to decline 

Fedarene Austria 
 

  Personal 
invitation to 
submit request 
for participation 

6-8.05.2019 39th Euroheat 
&Power congress 

Euroheat 
& Power 

Nance/ France   Submitted an 
abstract – not 
accepted 

 No.of seminars/ 
conferences 

 10 Total: > 590  
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Results from participating at the conference 

• Presentation at Actions that make the difference – Seminar in Jyväskylä in 2014 has led to: 

o Reached relevant target group with information regarding the project– mostly 

representatives from other energy agencies in Europe (connected to the network 

Fedarene).  

o Publication regarding the project in the annual newspaper by Fedarene in December 

2015, which is distributed to all member organizations and representatives of the 

European Commission, European Parliament and Committee of the Regions. 

• Info. Material at Nordic Baltic Bioenergy in Riga 2015 has led to: 

o Contact with a professor at Lund University (Stig 

Stenström), who has followed the project since then. 

He has visited the gasifier and we have started a 

collaboration. 

o Got several great contacts trough the Professor Stig Stenström within the area of 

gasification.  

o Information regarding the project has reached relevant target groups. Mostly 

companies, universities, organisations and consultant firms in the bioenergy area in 

Sweden and the Baltic countries.  

 

• Presentation at European Biomass to Power Conference in Berlin 2015 has led to:  

o Reached relevant target group (Sweden Energy Agency, biomass associations, 

consultant firms and energy companies) 

o Networking led to new contacts with future possible study visitors and closer 

collaboration with Swedish Energy Agency and Svebio.  

o Networking with heat and power companies in EU 

o Information regarding the project has reached relevant target group. (However, less 

people than expected – which was not clear in the invitation.) 
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o The participation led to an article in the newspaper Bioenergy International (2015-

10-06), which is distributed at different biomass conferences around the word and 

to subscribers.  

• Presentation at 8th Int. conference on Application of Biomass Gasification led to: 
o Project information reached relevant target group (organisations and companies 

working with gasification) 

• Presentation at Nordic Baltic Bioenergy conference in Vilnus has led to: 

o Information regarding the project has reached relevant target group. The countries 

with most biomass are the Nordic and the Baltic countries – bioenergy companies, 

organisations, consultant firms were represented at the conference.  

o We are visible at the invitation which is sent out to all Svebios members in their 

newsletter. The members are energy companies and industries in Sweden.  The 

information thereby reaches more people than attending the conference.  
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o Gain several new contacts for future collaboration and study visits.  

• Presentation at int. seminar on gasification in 2016 led to: 
o Project information reached relevant target group (organisations, researchers and 

companies working with gasification) 

• Participating at PowerGEn Europe and Renewable Energy Word has led to: 
o Increased knowledge of available technologies (for AB Ronneby) 
o Important networking and visit at the supplier (for AB  Ronneby) 
 

• Presentation at European Biomass to Power conference in Aarhus in 2017 has led to: 
o Information regarding the project has reached 

relevant target group (consultant firms, pellet 
and wood suppliers, biomass organisations 
(world, Denmark, latbio, Lithuania, Australia), 
one politician from Australia, energy 
companies (Fortum etc), suppliers of 
technologies (boilers, condensers etc.)  

o One company was very interested and wanted 
to know more about the solutions. We sent 
them more information after the conference. 

o Networking which gained several new and relevant contacts for the project.  
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• Presentation at Int. Congress on Biomass and Expo in Berlin 2018 led to: 
o Information regarding the project has reached 
relevant target group (Ramboll, Hawkings right etc.), 
pellet and wood suppliers, from biomass organisations 
(world biomass organisation, German bioenergy org., 
OÖ Energiesparverband, IEA, ), energy companies 
(E.On, 4ENergia, Drax etc), suppliers of technologies 
(boilers, condensers etc.), universities (Aachen, VTT), 
media 
 
o Networking which gained several new and relevant 

contacts for the project. As well as information regarding other small-scale CHP 
solutions in Europe. 
 

• Presentation at Biomass to Power in Stockholm 2018 led to: 
o Information regarding the project has reached 

relevant target group (consultant firms, wood 
suppliers, biomass organisations (world biomass 
organisation, Svebio, Australia), Flemish 
government – environment department, energy 
companies (Fortum etc), suppliers of technologies 
(boilers, condensers etc.), universities (Aachen, 
VTT) 

o Networking which gained several new and 
relevant contacts for the project. Especially one contact from the world biomass 
organisation that we met at several Biomass to Power conferences. This contact has 
visited the plants at AB Ronneby and is disseminating the experience from this project in 
his contact network. The visit at AB Ronneby resulted in an article in the Forest 
magazine. He has also recommended us as speakers to the ECEB 2020 conference.   
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Conclusions 
 

By participating at EU conferences and seminars the awareness of the project has reached more 
than 600 people in for the project relevant organisations and companies. The number of people 
that has been met by the information regarding presentation of the project is much larger since, 
the project title has been disseminated in the invitation to most conferences and has thereby 
reach many more people.  

The lessons learned from participating at EU conferences, within the Life+ project Small Scale CHP 
from biomass are: 

• EU conferences is a good way to disseminating the project to other organisations and 
companies within EU. Oral presentation is the most efficient way to reach the audience. 

• For this EU Life+ project participating at EU seminars and conferences has been the most 
efficient way to disseminate the project on EU level – since the project partners are all 
Swedish. 

• It is good to disseminate the project in all project phases, even if the results are missing 
in the beginning. It is relevant to participate at the same conferences several times – if 
possible, for the participant to recognise and be able to follow the development of the 
project. 

• Participate at conferences with relevant target group is more important than participating 
at large conferences.  

• Submitting abstract for possibility to give a speech is a good way to start a relation with 
the conference organizer. 

• The steering group members have been important actors for the possibility to participate 
at several EU conferences. 

 

Future EU conferences 
There is still interesting conferences to participate in to disseminate the project results. Some of 
these are: 

- 6th Central European Biomass Conference in Graz in 2020 – accepted for oral presentation.  

- 20th ECEBE conference in Marseille in 2020 

 

Appendix 


