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Introduction  

SAP Analytics Cloud (SAC) is a new generation of Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) that is built on the SAP HANA Cloud 

Platform which provides business intelligence, planning, and predictive capabilities for all users in one solution. In the 

boardroom, at the office, or in front of a customer, you can discover, analyze, plan, predict, and collaborate in one integrated 

experience designed expressly for the cloud. Access all data and embed analytics directly into business processes to turn 

instant insight into quick action. 

In this hands-on exercise, you will learn how SAP Analytics Cloud connects to SAP BW by using the live data connection. 

Any changes made to your data in the source system are reflected immediately. The benefit of connecting to data this way 

is that the data stays in the source system so large amounts of data do not need to be transferred. The existing models in 

the source system can also be used directly by SAP Analytics Cloud to build story and visualization on that model and 

perform online analysis without data replication . SAP Analytics Cloud can consume the SAP BW queries with all their 

elements (e.g. structures, hierarchies, variables, variants, global key figures) considering the underlying authorizations & 

roles concept. There is no need to change the SAP BW queries for special reporting purposes as you can leave them as is 

on your SAP BW backend side. This helps IT & Business Departments to consume all existing SAP BW content without 

changes ï no data extraction, no data silos, just plug & play. 

 

 

BEFORE YOU START 

 

SAP Analytics Cloud requires Google Chrome for designing its Stories. If you discover any issues with chrome, disable 

Third-Party cookies in your Chrome Settings: 

 

¶ Type ñcookiesò in the Windows or Mac search box and then click ñBlock or Allow Third-Party Cookiesò  

¶ Then navigate to Content settings Ą Cookies 

¶ Unselect ñBlock third-party cookies and site dataò 

 

Access the SAP Analytics cloud system via the URL provided by the instructor. 
System URL, Username and Password will be provided during the session. 
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EXERCISE 1  - LOG IN EXERCISE 1  - LOG IN  

Explanation Screenshot 

Launch Analytics Cloud in Chrome 
 
You will receive the login URL along 
with your assigned username and 
password ahead of time. 
 

 

Analytics Cloud will prompt you with 
tooltips to help guide you through the 
application. You may find it 
distracting.  
If this pops up when you logon you 
can turn these off by doing the 
following: 
 
Click the question mark on the top 
right of your window 
Click the toggle off for óGuided 
Page Tipsô 
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EXERCISE 2 - CREATE A LIVE MODEL BASED ON A SAP BW Q UERY  

In this exercise, we will create a live model based on a SAP BW query. As mentioned in the introduction we donôt need to 
touch the SAP BW queries on the backend side. Please note that you can create several SAC stories based on one SAC 
live model. 

Click on the top left menu  
> Create > Model 

 

Click on the symbol to ñGet data 
from a data sourceò 

 

On the right side a panel appears 
which shows you the available live 
and acquired data sources. Now 
click on ñLive Data connectionò. 
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A live connection to a SAP 
BW/4HANA system is already 
available on this SAP Analytics 
Cloud tenant. To use the system 
connection, select ñSAP BWò first. 
 

 
 
 
 

The SAP BW system we want to 
connect in a live mode has the ID 
ñBW4ò. This ID has been used 
during the creation of the 
connection by the SAC 
administrator. 
 

 

If the connection is selected, you 
need to finally enter the technical 
name of the SAP BW query.  
 
We will use the SAP BW query 
ñZSHSALES3_QRY_2020ò which 
contains some sales data. 
 
If you start to enter the ID, SAC will 
start showing possible BW queries. 
If needed you can also search for 
the SAP BW Query (by description 
& ID). 
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You will see a draft of the live model 
which is currently not saved. You 
can see all dimensions 
(characteristics from the SAP BW 
query) and all measures (key 
figures from the SAP BW query).  
 
There are also settings available, 
but we donôt need them for the 
exercise. Proceed with the next 
step.  

 

As we are in a live mode and we 

only want to access the SAP BW 

query data, you only must save the 

SAC live model. Click on the ñSaveò 

symbol. 

 

You will now see your personal 

folder in SAP Analytics Cloud. We 

will not use the public folder. Just 

save the SAC model here in your 

personal folder use the following 

Name & Description: 

 

Please put your User number where 

you see XX. 

 

Name:  

XA2335_XX SAC Live model on 

SAP BW 

 

Description: 

XX SAC Live model on SAP BW 

Once you have entered these details 

click OK to complete the saving of 

your model.  
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Leave the SAC live model and 
check your folder. You need to 
switch to the ñFilesò folder by using 
the menu. 

 

Thatôs it. You have successfully 
created a SAC live model based on 
a SAP BW query and now can start 
to create your SAC stories based on 
the SAP BW data live. Please note 
that this SAC live model can be 
reused as source in several SAC 
stories as data source. In other 
words ï you can create many 
stories based on this one SAC live 
model. 

 

In the next exercise you will use this 

SAC live model in a SAC story 

template. 

 

Proceed with exercise 3. 
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EXERCISE 3 - CREATE SAC STORY BASED ON SAC LIVE MODEL  

In this exercise you will create a SAC Story based on your SAC live model created in exercise 2.  
 

Click on the top left menu  
> Create > Story 

 

We will use a SAC template with the 
name ñMy Analytics Storyò. Click 
on the template to initiate the story 
creation process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

 

The story template will be opened. 
As a template can contain different 
pages which can be used, you need 
to select one of them.  
 
Click on ñAnalysis Page 
Responsiveò and confirm with 
ñApplyò. 

 

The template will be applied to your 
story. You can now close the layout 
lane on the right side by clicking the 
ñCloseò button to proceed. 

 

 

Click on the ñò symbol on the 
first chart area on the left hand side 
to connect the widget with your SAC 
live model.  
In the next action you need to select 
your model. 

 

Select your SAC live model you 
have created in the last exercise.  
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This is now your first interaction with 
the SAP BW query. You will see a 
variable popup.  
 
Please note: This is the same 
variable popup you would see e.g. 
in Analysis Office or BEx Analyzer. 
 
If yo had created variants for your 
BW query (created in Analysis 
Office) you would be also able to 
select them in this popup. Currently 
this SAP BW query has no variants.  
 

To continue just click on ñò. 

 

The widget will give you the 
information that measures are 
required to build this numeric point 
chart.  
 
On the right side you will see the 
SAC Designer and its ñBuilderò 
panel where we can add the 
relevant measures.  
Go to the next step and you will 
see how to add these measures. 

 

Now add the following Measures as 
Primary & Secondary Values. 
 
Just use the ñ+ Add Measureò 
function under both to add your 
relevant measures. 
 

 
 
Primary Values: 
Gross Revenue,  
Net Revenue, Quantity 
 
Secondary Values: 
Profit, Discount 
 
Note: You may need to click outside 
the selection list to get to the next 
Measure Value  
 
If you have selected the values 
correctly, your Measures should be 
as seen in the screenshot to the 
right. 

 












































