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Session 1 – God’s eternal plan must shape our present  
 

H G Wells  

Until a man has found God he begins at no beginning and works to no end 

 

What would a friendly alien conclude that people in our world lived for? 

 

God’s Big Purpose 

Eph 1v10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him [Jesus], things in heaven 

and things on earth.  

 

• Linear plan 

• Eternal plan  

• With a focal point  
 

Summary of the plan 

 

Acts 17:24-31  24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not live in temples made by man,  25 nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 

everything.  26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 

the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 

that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find 

him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for "'In him we live and move and have 

our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "' For we are indeed his offspring.'  29 

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver 

or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.  30 The times of ignorance 

God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  31 because he has 

fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 
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God has a plan, therefore we have a purpose 

 

Our purpose is therefore to _________ 

 

Different ways we find God 

 

- Natural revelation  - The created world 
 

Psalm 19:1-2  The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 

handiwork.  2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

- Special Revelation – The bible  
 

Psalm 19:7  7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is 

sure, making wise the simple; 

 

Implication: Understanding what God has planned for eternity necessarily shapes our 

purpose in the present 

 

Where exactly are we all going? 

 

John 13:36; 14:1-3  36 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus 

answered him, "Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow 

afterward."  14v1 "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  2 In 

my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

 

Jesus should know – because all of God’s plan is about him 

Luke 24:27  27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 

the Scriptures the things concerning himself  
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One day – Jesus returns & the new world begins 

Revelation  

Revelation 21:1-4 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more.  2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will 

dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away." 

 

Revelation 21:21-27a  

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and 

the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass.  22 And I saw no temple in the city, 

for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  23 And the city has no need of 

sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  24 By 

its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,  25 and 

its gates will never be shut by day- and there will be no night there.  26 They will bring into it 

the glory and the honor of the nations.  27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it… 

 

Revelation 22:1-5 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb  2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either 

side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. 

The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  3 No longer will there be 

anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 

worship him.  4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  5 And night 

will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 

and they will reign forever and ever. 
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Relationship with God   
 

 

Relationship with each other   
 

 

Where God’s people live  
 

 

God’s King     
 

 

 

 

Christians are citizens of this NEW CREATION  

 

Philippians 3:20-21 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, 

 

 

CHALLENGE TO OUR THINKING 

How should this truth shape my understanding with regards to: 

a) All the things I would like to achieve? 
 

 

 

 

b) All the things that cause me to feel discontent? 
 


