
 

 
 

Church Family Weekend (Not) Away 
 Saturday 16 May 2020 

 

 
  Timetable 

 
Friday evening Pre-Reading & Questions 
(45mins as suits you) (Warning - it’s punchy stuff!) 

 
Saturday  
 
9.45am Main Session - usual link on  

website / WhatsApp group 
 
10.30am Break 
 
10.45am Personal Study - see questions 
 
11.45am Group Discussion - start with zoom all together 
 
12.45pm Q&A (optional) - 15mins 

 
Saturday evening 
 
8pm Evening Ents!! 

  

 



 

Psalm 51 

 

1 To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when 

vNathan the prophet went to him, after he had 

gone in to Bathsheba. 

 

Have mercy on me,a O God, 

according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

and blameless in your judgment. 

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward 

being, 

and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

9 Hide your face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a rightb spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners will return to you. 

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 

O God of my salvation, 

and my tongue will sing aloud of your 

righteousness. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I 

would give it; 

you will not be pleased with a burnt 

offering. 

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 

will not despise. 

18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

build up the walls of Jerusalem; 

19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, 

in burnt offerings and whole burnt 

offerings; 

then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 

 

a  Or Be gracious to me 

b  Or steadfast 

 
  

https://www.esv.org/2S12.1


 

Friday evening pre-reading - Part i) 2 Samuel 11 
 
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab,and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they 

ravaged the Ammonitesand besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, that he saw 

from the roof a woman bathing;and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired about the woman.And one 

said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah theHittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and 

she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her 

house. 5 And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah toDavid. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked 

how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your 

house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king's house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah 

slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 When they toldDavid, 

“Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to 

your house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord 

are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your 

soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 12 Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So 

Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he 

made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his 

house. 

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 Inthe letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront 

of the hardest fighting, and then drawback from him, that he may be struck down, and die.” 16 And as Joab was besieging the 

city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17 And the men of the city came out and fought with 

Joab, and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all 

the news about the fighting. 19 And he instructed the messenger, “When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting 

to the king, 20 then, if the king's angerrises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that 

they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech the son ofJerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on 

him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servantUriah the Hittite 

is dead also.’” 

22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell.23 The messenger said to David, “The men 

gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then 

the archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 

also.” 25 David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not let this matter displease you, for the sword devours 

now one and now another. Strengthen your attack against the city and overthrow it.’ And encourage him.” 

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. 27 And when the mourning 

was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had 

done displeased the LORD. 

Note down 3 or 4 key observations from this.  

 

What shocks you about this? 



 

 

Friday evening pre-reading - Part ii) 2 Samuel 12 
 
And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the 

other poor. 2 The richman had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had 

bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup 

and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take 

one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for 

the man who had come to him.” 5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan,“As the LORD 

lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because 

he had no pity.” 

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 

you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your arms and gave you the 

house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as muchmore. 9 Why have you despised the word of 

the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? Youhave struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be 

your wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, 

because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will 

raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and 

he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the 

sun.’”13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David,“The LORD also has put away your sin; 

you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall 

die.”15 Then Nathan went to his house. 

And the LORD afflicted the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and he became sick.16 David therefore sought God on behalf of 

the child. And David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise 

him from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18 On the seventh day the child died. And the servants of 

David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and 

he did not listen to us. How then can we say to him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.” 19 But when David saw 

that his servants were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And David said to his servants, “Is the 

child dead?”They said, “He is dead.” 20 Then David arose from the earth and washed and anointed himself and changed his 

clothes. And he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he asked, they set 

food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done? You fasted and wept for 

the child while he was alive; but when the child died,you arose and ate food.” 22 He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted 

and wept,for I said, ‘Who knows whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead. Why 

should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her,and she bore a son, and he called his name 

Solomon. And the LORD loved him 25 and sent a message by Nathan the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the 

LORD. 

Again, note down a few key points as the story unfolds.  What surprises you in chapter 12? 

 
 

Look at the effect of God's word (via Nathan the prophet) on David. In what ways is this helpful for us?  



 

Saturday main session - Psalm 51 
 
Introduction: 
 
 
 
 
This Psalm helps us to deal with ongoing sin:  
 
 
 
1.       Appeal to God because of who he is (v1a - 1c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.       Admit your sin (v1d - 6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.       Ask for forgiveness (v7 - 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.       Anticipate God to be at work through us (v13 - 19) 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Saturday questions: For both Personal Study & Group Discussion 
(*denotes a question that could feature during the group discussion times) 

Note: We want to use the group discussion to help one another, not as an opportunity to publicly air our sin. 

1. Write down one or two key truths from this Psalm to remind you what to do when you lose your joy. 

 

2.*Why is it so important to remember God’s character as we think about personal sin?  

 

3. Although adultery is mentioned in v1 there is no other explicit mention of sexual sin or murder: Why do 

you think this is and how does this help us?  

 

4. *This passage teaches us a lot about sin. What does it teach us and why are these things important for 

us to remember? 

 

5. What strategies do you most readily adopt in order to avoid fronting up to sin in your life? 

  

6. *When is it necessary to talk about our sin with each other  - why do we need to be careful here? 

 

7. The Psalm is full of language that describes our forgiven status as Christians. Consider a few of these 

statements (eg ‘white as show’) and ponder why they’re so wonderful to remember. 

 

8. *How might you use this Psalm to help believers who are struggling with guilt? 

 

9. *We can and should anticipate God to be at work in - and through - us going forward. How does knowing 

this restore our joy? What should we expect to happen? 

 

10. How might you use this Psalm to explain to a non-Christian friend what it means to become a Christian 

and continue as a Christian? 

 


