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This module analyses Vatican II's understanding of the mystery of the Church in Lumen 
gentium, outlining its background and evolution, studying the different chapters of the 
document, and sketching the impact of its teaching. 

The module is designed to help you to understand the Church a little better by looking at 
the way that the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) understood the Church and inviting you 
to reflect on the different questions that are raised by this teaching.  

Although it is presented from the perspective of Roman Catholic theology, the questions 
that are addressed are relevant to all the different groups who profess Christianity and the 
perspectives of other forms of Christianity are taken into account in so far as the limitations 
of space allow.  

Since the module is part of a programme in Carmelite Studies, the way in which the one 
Carmelite charism is lived in different ways by lay men and women in the Catholic Church, 
by those who make public profession of the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience as 
Catholic Religious and by the bishops, priests and deacons who receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders, as well as by those who are not Roman Catholics, is also discussed. 

 


