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THAN EL 

THE BES' 
3eavtu BUY 

Our INSIDER edit of the hottest things to grace 
bathroom cabinets this year, for him and her... 

BY NADIA EL FERDAOUSSI beauty@insider.ie 

In 
a year where Christian Louboutin expanded his eponymous range to include nail lacquer, Penneys introduced 

eyebrow threading for well under a tenner and Charlotte Tilbury made her long awaiting Irish debut, 2014 has 
been chock-full of beauty and grooming innovations, collaborations and new & improved scientific research. 

We’ve chosen our INSIDER edit of the best (and runner-up!) products and treatments across every conceivable 
beauty and grooming category, from skincare to lipstick, fragrance to body lotion and everything in between. 

Everything has been tried & tested by the INSIDER team, with only the creme de la creme earning their spot on our 
coveted round-up of the year list. 

These are the guys that have made it onto our vanity tables and into our bathroom cabinets and wash bags this year. 
Expect them to be sticking around in 2015 too and remember it’s not too late to pop an old email off to Santa, but only 
if you’ve been good. Round up, round up! 

BEST STAY ALL DAY 
RED LIPSTICK: 
Matte textures are best for 
staying power but finding the 
right balance of long-lasting and 
hydrating is tricky. Diego Dalla 
Palma Mat Lipstick (€22, M&S) 
tops the list with pure pigment 
and comfy feel 
Runner up: Charlotte Tilbury's 
Matte Revolution Lipstick in Red 
Carpet Red (€30, Brown Thomas) 

BEST VOLUMISING MASCARA: 
Le Volume de Chanel in Noir, €31. The blackest, 
most luxurious thickening formula we’ve ever 
tried. Even with no other make up on this makes 
eyes seriously pop, just one coat is enough. We're 
hooked! 
Runner up: Max Factor Masterpiece Transform 
Mascara, €12.99 

BEST FOUNDATION: 
Clarins True Radiance, €31. Expect 
lots of skin compliments wearing this 
baby. Immediate glow, lightweight 
coverage, SPF15 and long term skin 
benefits are just some of the major 
selling points. Your skin, but way 
better. 
Runner up: Chanel Vitalumiere 
Aqua, €39.50 

BEST FACE POWDER: 
Maybelline Matte Maker, 
€5.99. An unbelievable price 
tag for such a quality product. 
Feather light and second to 
none at absorbing oil, keeping 
skin matte all day. 
Runner up: Chanel Vitalumiere 
Loose Powder Foundation & 
miniKabuki brush, €65 

BEST LONG LASTING EYELINER: 
Smashbox Limitless Waterproof Liquid Liner 
Pen, €19. Even with watery eyes, this does not 
smudge. The fine tip doesn't dry out easily either, 
making application a breeze. 
Runner up: Bourjois Intuitive Liner, €8.99 

NUDE LIPSTICK: 
NARS Audacious 
Lipstick, €30. 
Intensely creamy and 
pigmented, these just 
glide on and last hours. 
Named after beautiful 
beauty icons, we love 
Barbara and Brigitte. 
Runner up: Catrice 
Ultimate Colour in 010 
Be Natural €4.49 i 

BEST SKIN CARE 
RANGE FOR MEN & 
WOMEN: 
Clarins tick every single 
box in this category, there's 
something for all skin types for 
both men and women to cater 
to all possible skin care needs. 
Super Restorative Night was 
our favourite launch this year 
(€94). 
Runner up: REN Clean 
Skincare, from €16 

BEST UNDEREYE 
CONCEALER: fiCLARINHMEI 

Clarins have come up trumps with 
their face products again, Instant 
Concealer (€24) is just that. Full 
coverage of dark circles in a flash, 
hydrating formula that lasts all day 
without creasing and gives just the 
right amount of reflection. 
Runner up: NYX HD Concealer, €6.99 
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Decay Limited Edition 
Shadow Box, €29. The variety of colours 
(including an all important matte black 
shade), creamy pigment and compact 
packaging are what makes this our 
winner. Plus it's a bargain! 

Runner up: MAC Warm Neutral 15 
^ Palette, €75 

BEST NEW SALON 
TREATMENT FOR MEN & 

WOMEN: 
VBeam Laser at Venus Medical 
(prices from €350, consultation 

required). Eliminates scars, 
birthmarks, rosacea and spider veins 
safely and almost without any pain. 
Runner up: Vit illume treatment at 

River Medical €150 

REN Flash Rinse 1 Minute Facial, €38.10% 
vitamin C instantly brightens the complexion 
and has an immediate firming, toning and lifting 
effect. A great quick fix for guys and gals! 
Runner up: Philosophy The Great Mystery One 
Minute Daily Facial, €28.60 

BEST FAKE TAN: 
L’Oreal Sublime Bronze 
Elixir, €24.49. Once washed 
off, you won't get the tan 
sweats smell and it won't 
stain your sheets...this stuff 
lasts up to two weeks on 
your skin! 
Runner up: Cocoa Brown 1 
Hour Tan, €7.99 

YSL Black Opium, from €58 
for 30ml. Dark meets sweet, 
not a day has gone by without a 
compliment since it's launch in 
September. 
Runner up: The unisex Tom 
Ford Patchouli Absolu, from 
€178 for 50ml. 

BEST QUICK AT HOME SKIN 
TREATMENT FOR MEN & WOMEN: 

We asked the experts at 
Tropical Popical salon, 
"Sally Hansen have aced 
their game with all the 
new effects this year such 
as the Velvet & Patent 
polishes", (€8.95). 
Runner up:H&MNail 
Polish from €2.99 

BEST FALSE LASHES: 
Eylure Cheryl Lashes (new 
collection), €7.49. Much more 
natural and wearable than Cheryl’s 
old style, these are ultra lightweight 
and flexible making them easier to 
apply and much more comfortable 
to wear all day and night long. 
Runner Up: PenneysP.S. Love 
Individual Lashas (Trios/Bundles), 
€1.50. 

DARPHIN 

CC CREAM 

SOIM EXPRESS Mw.TisE#*wces 

FAVOURITE NEW 
FRAGRANCE: 

BEST PROFESSIONAL HAIR 
CARE:  
L'Oreal Techni.Art Beach Waves, 
€17.85 @ SugarCubed. Hair expert Lara 
Moody from Sugar Cubed salon tells us 
why this product is a winner, “It’s such a 
versatile product. After spraying, brush 
out for a soft textured look or let it dry 
naturally into the hair to achieve a more 
structured wave." 
Runner up: Kerastase Fondant Nutri 
Thermique €24.50 

BEST NAIL 
VARNISH: 

BEST BB/CC CREAM: 
It might sound a bit dramatic, 
but Darphin CC Cream 
(Instant Multi-Benefit Care 
SPF35, €34) changed our entire 
routine this summer. A true 
all rounder it took the place of 
a multitude of products, even 
replacing foundation! Amazing 
lightweight, matte coverage, 
high sun protection factor and 
skin care benefits. Win, win, win! 
Runner up: Gamier BB Cream + 
Blur, €15.24 

IRISH INDEPENDENT/// December 18 2014 


