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Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 

 

What week is it for school dinners on Monday 9th March? 
 

Parent Information | School Meals  
 

Please see the Packed Lunch Policy on the school website 
2 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Month – March – Come Holy Spirit 

 
V. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 

R. And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

R. And you will renew the face of the earth. 
Let us pray 

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
did instruct the hearts of your faithful, 
grant that by that same Holy Spirit, 

we may be truly wise, and ever rejoice in your consolation, 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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Dates to Remember and Other Important Things! 
 

New information is highlighted 
 

Sunday 
8th March 2026 

School Mass at 
St Catherine’s Church 

9:00am start, everyone is welcome! 

Tuesday 
10th March 2026 

Reception classes 
Stay and Learn - Maths 

8:45am in Reception, come and join us! 

 

Wednesday 
11th March 2026 

 

3:00pm to 4:30pm 
Enter by the school office 

Wednesday 11th to 
Friday 13th March 

Year 4 Residential to Cliffe House 

If you have booked a place, please 
make final payment on 

 

Tuesday 
17th March 2026 

F2 Hearing Retests 
Nurses will be in school to catch those 
children in Reception who need to be 

seen again, or who missed it! 

Friday 
20th March 2026 

Y2DH Swimming starts,  
last lesson will be 

 Friday 1st May 

Please sign up on 

 
Children will need swimwear and a towel 

is a waterproof bag (no baggy shorts, 
bikinis or carrier bags please!) 

Monday 
23rd March 2026 

Nursery 
Stay and Learn – Number 

8:45am in Nursery, come and join us! 

 

Wednesday 
25th March 2026 

CAFOD Family Fast Look out for more details next week! 

Wednesday 
25th March 2026 

F2 Vision Screening 
Nurses will be in school to see the 

Reception children! 

Thursday 
26th March 2026 

Nursery 
Stay and Learn – Number 

8:45am in Nursery, come and join us! 

 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 

 

Dates to Remember and Other Important Things! 
 

New information is highlighted 
 

Monday 
30th March 2026 

Lent Celebration of the Word 
Y3MS 

“Palm Sunday” 

 

Parents and family members are 
welcome to join us, the assembly starts 
at 9:15am in the school hall (not CCC), 

sorry but we are not able to admit 
latecomers as this will distract the 

children. Please enter through the staff 
car park to the KS2 building  

(near Y4 gate). 

Tuesday 
31st March 2026 

Lent Celebration of the Word 
Y3JN 

“The Last Supper” 

 

Parents and family members are 
welcome to join us, the assembly starts 
at 9:15am in the school hall (not CCC), 

sorry but we are not able to admit 
latecomers as this will distract the 

children. Please enter through the staff 
car park to the KS2 building  

(near Y4 gate). 

Tuesday 
31st March 2026 

Year 3 Parent Meeting 
Residential Trip 
“Whirlow Farm” 

3:15 to 4:00pm, please enter by the 
school office. Look out for more 

information nearer the time, this meeting 
is for parents of those children who have 

booked a place on the residential trip! 

Wednesday 
1st April 2026 

Lent Celebration of the Word 
Y5EH 

“The Garden of Gethsemane” 

 

Parents and family members are 
welcome to join us, the assembly starts 
at 9:15am in the school hall (not CCC), 

sorry but we are not able to admit 
latecomers as this will distract the 

children. Please enter through the staff 
car park to the KS2 building  

(near Y4 gate). 

Thursday 
2nd April 2026 

Lent Celebration of the Word 
Y5OW 

“The Stations of the Cross” 

 

Parents and family members are 
welcome to join us, the assembly starts 
at 9:15am in the school hall (not CCC), 

sorry but we are not able to admit 
latecomers as this will distract the 

children. Please enter through the staff 
car park to the KS2 building  

(near Y4 gate). 
Friday 

3rd April 2026 
Good Friday – Bank Holiday – school is closed 

Monday 
6th April 2026 

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday – school is closed 
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Dates to Remember and Other Important Things! 
 

New information is highlighted 
 

Tuesday 7th to 
Friday 17th April 

Easter holidays – school is closed 

Friday 
17th April 2026 

Closing date for Nursery applications for September 202 

Monday 
20th April 2026 

Back to school for Summer 1 half term 

 
Stewardship: Caring for Our Community 

We teach our children to be stewards of the earth … to care for the gifts of God’s creation … as 
parents and school staff, we work together to teach our children … this week, our challenge is to 

 NOTICE AND CELEBRATE NEW GROWTH IN THE EARTH 
AND LEAVE FLOWERS WHERE THEY ARE GROWING 

SO THAT EVERYONE CAN ENJOY THEM 
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Attendance and Punctuality 6th March 
 

The highest attendance in school this week was % 
Well done to the following class for the highest attendance: 

Y6RR 
You’ll be having a little treat for the highest attendance! 

 

The best punctuality this week was 
Y1AM with only one late! 

Well done to your children and their families! 
 

Overall school attendance for last week was: 
 

96.5% 
 

Class Teacher Lates % Attendance 

F2AS Mrs Atkinson and Miss Sweeney 4 96.7 

F2WS Mrs Wood and Mrs Stables 9 87.7 

Y1AM Miss Morris 1 98.3 

Y1LF Miss Franks 6 99.0 

Y2DH Mr Hawksworth 4 98.0 

Y2NR Miss Rodgers 6 97.7 

Y3JN Miss Ng 2 97.7 

Y3MS Miss Suleiman 5 95.7 

Y4EB Miss Brian 7 95.6 

Y4IF Miss Frost 9 97.9 

Y5EH Miss Huddleston 7 93.3 

Y5OW Miss Willis 19 96.7 

Y6ED Miss Drinkhill 13 97.2 

Y6RR Mrs Ralph 3  
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A Culture of Safeguarding at St Catherine’s 

Gates and Doors 
 
Every morning, the bell goes at 8:45am, and the classroom doors are closed. After this time, children 
are late and will not be able to enter school through their classroom door. This is because: 
 

 Dinner orders have been completed; 
 Attendance registers have been submitted. 

 
Children who have not been marked as Present are therefore unaccounted for – if they are let into 
the classroom after the bell, they will not have been marked as Present on the register, and dinner 
will not have been ordered for them. 
 
Children who are not in the classroom by 8:45am have to enter through the school office so that 
their dinner order can be taken on a list, and their arrival is also listed. Office staff then use this list 
to update the registers and the dinner orders, ensuring that all children are accounted for. 
 
Sometimes, children are sent through the gate by their parent (or other adult) as the bell is ringing 
– these children will be locked out of their classroom – PLEASE don’t let it happen to your child as 
they may be bewildered and upset. 
 
We have one member of staff who closes the gates in the morning, they cannot close all 4 gates at 
the same time, and so this is what will happen from now on: 
 

 Year 5/6 gate will be closed first at 8:40; 
 Year 3/4 gate will be closed next; 
 Year 1/2 (Roe Lane) will then be closed just before 8:45; 
 Reception gate will be closed last and a member of staff will be there to remind adults that 

the bell is about to ring and the children will not get to their classroom in time, they will direct 
them to the school office. 

 Anyone still on the yard at 8:45 will need to exit through the Reception gate on Firshill 
Crescent. 

 
The reason we do this in NOT to upset adults and children – it is to make sure that all of the children 
are safely accounted for.  
 
If your child travels to school alone, please make sure that they understand this information, and 
that they know what to do if they arrive late school after the gates have closed. We will be reminding 
them in Assembly, and would be grateful if you can reinforce the message at home. 
 
Next week, due to building work, the Year 5/6 gate will be closed. Children will need to use 
one of the other gates, and parents will need to collect their child at a different place, please 
make sure your child knows the plan and what to do if they are worried.  
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“School Wars” 
 
I am writing to make you aware of a social media trend that has recently been circulating on platforms 
such as TikTok and Snapchat, sometimes referred to online as “School Wars.” These posts attempt 
to encourage rivalries between local schools and promote anti-social behaviour. 
 
We are sharing this information simply to keep our community informed and to raise awareness of 
online activity that could potentially affect young people. 
 
Some of these posts attempt to create artificial rivalries between schools, sometimes using themes 
such as “Red vs Blue” or “North vs South.” In some cases, they encourage students to gain “points” 
for negative or harmful behaviour or suggest filming incidents for social media attention. While much 
of this content is often designed simply to generate online attention, we take the safety and wellbeing 
of our pupils very seriously. 
 
We are grateful to the pupils who have already shared their observations with us. By staying vigilant, 
these pupils have provided helpful insights that allow us to stay well-informed. This type of proactive 
communication is invaluable; it ensures we can address external trends early and keep our school 
environment focused on learning rather than online distractions. 
 
Schools are also working closely with their local policing teams to monitor these trends. While much 
of this activity often amounts to online content designed to create alarm, the safety and wellbeing of 
our pupils remains our absolute priority. We want to ensure our young people understand that what 
may seem like a “joke” or “banter” online can have very real legal and physical consequences. 
 
As a Catholic school community, we encourage our pupils to treat others with dignity, respect and 
kindness both online and offline. We would therefore be grateful if parents and carers could support 
us by speaking with their children about responsible and respectful online behaviour. 
 
Over the coming weeks, it may be helpful to: 
 

• Monitor online activity and the platforms your child is using. 
• Be aware of group chats or messages they may be receiving. 
• Talk openly with your child about what they may have seen online and encourage them not 

to share or engage with harmful content. 
 
If you do see anything concerning, please share it with us. If there is an immediate risk to safety, 
please contact the police via 101 or 999 as appropriate. 
 
Please be assured that the safety and wellbeing of our pupils remains our highest priority. By 
working together as a school community, we can continue to ensure that St Catherine’s Catholic 
Primary School remains a safe, respectful and supportive environment for all. 
 
Mrs Redfern 
Headteacher 
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MERIT WINNERS – well done to all of you! 

Y1AM 
Amal 

For her amazing reading, she has been working very hard and practising 
her sounds! 

Christine For her amazing reading, she has been working so hard and it shows! 

Y1LF 
Yorkabiel 

For having a lovely conversation with Mrs Gregory and having a really 
good week! 

Steve For working so hard in RWI, he is working his socks off! 

Y2DH 
Eyosyas 

For making good choices over the last two weeks and becoming sensible 
and mature! 

Leeha 
For impressing Mr Hawksworth in RWI with her reading of story Green 
words! 

Y2NR 
Tatiana 

For her growth in confidence when contributing in lessons and for trying 
super hard with her reading, always practising and being resilient! 

Ali For being a superstar in Dance and having confidence whilst performing! 

Y3JN 

Tina, Lydia & 
Catherine 

For fantastic team work in Maths and using key vocabulary to explain their 
process and thinking! 

Ahadu & 
Safiyyah 

For writing some fantastic sentences for the start of our new Literacy unit, 
they really thought carefully about their ideas and how to show them! 

Y3MS 
Stefanie For really impressing staff with their progress in Swimming. Their 

confidence in the water has grown, they’ve even moved up a group and no 
longer need armbands! Sireen 

Y4EB 
Joshua 

For always being so positive and eager in all of his learning, it’s clear that 
he loves to learn! 

Levi 
For contributing more in class, and WOWing his teachers with his Times 
Tables skills! 

Y4IF 
Laila 

For impressing staff with her Maths knowledge and for completing some 
tasks in class this week with Year 4! 

Livleen 
for brilliant work in Reciprocal Reading, reading with expression and good 
partner work 

Y5EH 
Jayson 

For being more aware of how his choices can impact his learning and the 
learning of those around him, making better choices! 

Stan 
For showing lots of enthusiasm and engagement in all lessons, sharing his 
ideas and making creative and thoughtful links between his learning! 

Y5OW 
Zak & Oliver For impressing adults by making good choices! 

Aiyana & Sarah 
For being kind and supportive to their peers, and impressing all Year 5 
adults! 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 

MERIT WINNERS – well done to all of you! 

Y6ED 
Asrom For being a fantastic partner to the Year 2 children on World Book Day! 

Rameesa 
For demonstrating perseverance and resilience, learning how to use a 
protractor to accurately measure angles! 

Y6RR 
Ike For helping Miss Ralph out as the class teacher and modelling drawing 

angles in front of the rest of the class! 

Yosan For amazing attitude towards his learning, always! 

 

Wonder of the Week 
Well done! 

Freya, Ellie, Amelia, Della – Year 6 
For being a good example of friendship and working out problems! 

 
Stan and Lodou – Year 5 and Nefertem – Year 4 

For always being honest at lunchtimes! 

Yard Winners 

Year 6 
 

 These winners have been nominated by their class  
for living out the weekly missions – God bless you all 

Year 1 Giovanni, Zakariyah 

Year 2 Tatiana, Rome 

Year 3 Fatimah, Meilat 

Year 4 Muhammad Zain, Lulia 

Year 5 Esa, Ameera, Jennah 

Year 6 Nuh, Lazya 
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Monthly Science Fun! 
Check out March’s experiment: 

     Dancing Raisins!  
You will need: 

 Raisins 
 Fizzy water 
 Still / Tap water 
 Two clear plastic cups 

 
 
 
 
 

 Step 1: First, carefully pour some still water into a clear plastic cup. 
 Step 2: Gently, drop a raisin into the water. Did it float or sink? 
 Step 3: Next, pour some fizzy water into a different clear plastic up. 
 Step 4: Gently, drop a raisin in the fizzy water. Did it float or sink? 

 

 
 

In the still water, the raisin sinks because the raisin is denser than the water. In the fizzy 
water cup, the raisin is again denser than the water. However: the bubbles get trapped in 
the grooves of the raisin, helping it to flat back to the surface. When the bubbles pop, the 
raisin sinks back down. 

Want to share your results? 
Email ebrian@stcatherines.academy with any pictures. 

It might be included in the next newsletter! 

  

Raisins were actually discovered by accident! History reveals that 
the first raisins were discovered back in 2000 BCE, when grapes 
were accidentally left to dry in the sun! 

Fizzy water is actually very good at keeping your body 
hydrated! 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL FOR SCHOOLS 2026 

The Good Shepherd Appeal has a long-standing tradition in the Diocese of Hallam, and is the key 
fundraising initiative for Caritas Hallam (formerly known as Hallam Caring Services). Caritas Hallam is 

the social action arm of the Diocese of Hallam. 
 

Although Caritas offers support to the many different social action projects around the Diocese, the Good 
Shepherd Appeal primarily fundraises for the provision of Counselling Services in Schools. 

 
These services are used in schools by schools, to benefit: 

 the children of those schools, 
 the families of those children, and 
 the staff working with the children. 

 
The theme of this year’s Good Shepherd appeal is: 

Peace 
Peace in the world begins with having peace in our hearts. One heart at a time, we can all help bring 
God’s peace into the world. The Caritas Hallam team help people to find peace. They walk alongside 

individuals, families, schools and other communities to help them find some peace. 
 

For our 2026 Appeal, we are inviting schools to explore: 
 

• God as the source of Peace:  
• St Francis of Assisi, and his journey with Peace – and St Clare of Assisi too 
• Becoming a Channel of Peace for others 

 
This Lent, each class will be fundraising for the Good Shepherd Appeal. Each class will have a jar in their 

classroom and will be taking part in a 'penny fundraising appeal’ to see if they can fill a jar with 1p, 2p and 
5p coins. Please donate to help this great cause if you are able to. 

 

  



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 

 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 

 



   
Issue 23 6th March 2026 St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School, S4 7BX            0114 3030381 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to behave in the way that Jesus taught us: 

that we are all equal and that we should behave kindly and humbly towards each other. 

 

Contact us: enquiries@stcatherines.academy or www.stcatherines.academy/contact 

NEWS FROM PARKWOOD SPRINGS 
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