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The Scottish Government is committed to supporting businesses across Scotland 
to improve their energy and resource efficiency, to help reduce energy costs and 
increase their competitiveness.

Zero Waste Scotland is working closely with Scottish Government to support the 
delivery of the first Scottish Energy Strategy. Our Resource Efficient Scotland Advice 
and Support Service, supported by the European Regional Development fund, is a 
programme of Zero Waste Scotland and addresses the strategic priority of energy 
efficiency head-on.

SME Loan Scheme
Since its launch in 2008, the SME Loan Scheme has provided Scottish businesses 
with over £26.24 million in loans for over 968 projects, resulting in estimate heat 
and electricity energy savings of 438 GWh and financial savings of over £49 million. 
We are building on these successes by offering SMEs a cashback incentive of 15% 
in order to take positive action on their energy bills, reducing both cost and carbon 
impact.

0800 808 2268
https://www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan

The offer



15% cashback available with 
resource efficiency loans

The Scottish Government is offering cashback to small and medium 
sized enterprises (SMEs) who wished to install energy efficient 
equipment. 15% cashback is available for a limited time while 
funds last. 

Businesses that are successful in application for a loan can ask for 15% of their 
project cost back – up to the value of £10,000.

The offer is open to small to medium enterprises in Scotland and loans can be 
used to pay for:

• Lighting systems – fitting and controls
• Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning upgrades – from simple improvement 
of controls to complete system replacements

• Building fabric – including insulation, draught-proofing, double and
  secondary glazing

Examples of other resource efficiency measures eligible for the loan are;
• Water saving – be it installing a grey water system, harvesting the rain, or simply 
installing water-efficient taps

• Waste reduction – installation of equipment to improve handing and reduce waste 
at source

Applications for cashback will commence October 2018. To benefit, interested
organisations should contact the Resource Efficient Scotland Advice and Support
Service for a free, impartial audit report to start the loan process and plan for
reduced energy costs. 

Resource Efficient Scotland is supported by the European Regional Development 
Fund. Zero Waste Scotland leads on delivery of the £73million Resource Efficient

Circular Economy Accelerator Programme, which aims to improve the economic
performance of small businesses while simultaneously reducing the impact of
economic activity on the natural environment. The SME Loan Scheme is funded by
the Scottish Government. 

Please support the Scottish Government and Resource Efficient Scotland in 
sharing the message with your network, so that they can benefit from the offer.
Your network can:

• Reduce their energy bills
• Receive free advice on measures that will reduce their resource use
• Secure an interest-free, unsecure loan to install cost effective measures
• Benefit from 15% cashback

Please help spread the word by simply:

Sharing our email – we’ve included a ready to use HTML file for ease
Sharing an article – we’ve included 75, 100 and 200 word articles for you to 
share on your website and newsletters
Placing our adverts – we’ve developed some attractive promotional content 
for sharing on your websites and publications
Tweeting and posting on LinkedIn about the offer – again we’ve developed 
ready made posts for your convenience
Following and sharing our social accounts –      @resourcescot
     search Resource Efficient Scotland

As the loan is from Scottish Government and they follow strict criteria to
ensure affordability and reduce the risk to business, you can sign post it
with confidence. 



Articles

200 words

Scottish Government 15% cashback on business energy efficiency improvements

Back by popular demand, businesses in Scotland are offered cashback for 
investment in projects to help cut their energy use and cost. 

For a limited time, while funds last, eligible small businesses applying for the 
interest-free, unsecured Scottish Government SME Loan can receive 15% cashback. 
That’s up to £10,000 in cashback on completion of their energy efficiency 
improvements.

The SME Loan 15% Cashback incentive is open to applications from SMEs with
resource efficiency projects that demonstrate cost and carbon savings. These
include, but are not limited to:

• investing in LED lighting
• installing more efficient heating systems
• improving the insulation of a building or investing in more energy efficient 
equipment, such as a state of the art oven or a more efficient refrigeration unit

Eligible applicants will receive a dedicated Resource Efficient Scotland advisor
to guide them through the process at no cost, helping them identify efficiency
improvements with the greatest benefit to the bottom line.

To find out more about the SME Loan 15% Cashback incentive, and to
apply, call Resource Efficient Scotland on 0808 808 2268, or visit 
www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMEloan

Resources
100 words

Scottish Government 15% cashback on business energy efficiency improvements

For a limited time while funds last, eligible small businesses applying for the interest-
free, unsecured Scottish Government SME Loan can receive 15% cashback. That’s up 
to £10,000 in cashback on completion of their energy efficiency improvements.

These include, but are not limited to:
• investing in LED lighting
• installing more efficient heating systems
• improving the insulation of a building or investing in more energy efficient
equipment, such as a state of the art oven or a more efficient refrigeration unit.

To find out more about and to apply, call Resource Efficient Scotland on
0808 808 2268, or visit www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMEloan

70 words

Scottish Government 15% cashback on business energy efficiency improvements

For a limited time only, eligible small businesses applying for the interest-free, 
unsecured Scottish Government SME Loan can receive 15% cashback. That’s up to 
£10,000 on completion of their energy efficiency improvements like investing in LED 
lighting or installing more efficient heating systems.

To find out more, and to apply, call Resource Efficient Scotland on 0808 808 2268, or 
visit www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMEloan



Print A4 and A5 adverts 

Funding
to reduce 
energy costs
Upgrading your lighting and heating systems 
can dramatically reduce your business’s energy 
bills. Take out a 0% unsecured SME Loan from the 
Scottish Government to pay for upgrades and you’ll 
receive 15% cashback* - up to £10k.

Call 0808 808 2268
Email enquiries@resourceefficientscotland.com
Visit www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMEloan

*Cashback for a limited time, while funds last, up to £10,000 per
business, SMEs only.

Funding to reduce energy 
costs
Upgrading your lighting and heating systems can dramatically reduce your business’s energy bills. 
Take out a 0% unsecured SME Loan from the Scottish Government to pay for upgrades and you’ll 
receive 15% cashback* - up to £10k.

Call 0808 808 2268
Email enquiries@resourceefficientscotland.com
Visit www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMEloan

*Cashback for a limited time, while funds last, up to £10,000 per business, SMEs only.

A4 Landscape

A4 Portrait

A5 Landscape

A5 Portrait

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+15%25+Cashback+Ads+Landscape+1+A4.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+15%25+Cashback+Ads+Portrait+1+A4.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+15%25+Cashback+Ads+Landscape+2+A5.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+15%25+Cashback+Ads+Portrait+2+A5.pdf


Blog

Reduce your business energy costs and receive up to £10k cashback with a 
Scottish Government SME Loan

By making energy efficiency improvements most businesses, including yours, can cut 
energy consumption by nearly a quarter – 24%.

Upgrading your lighting and heating systems can dramatically reduce your 
business’s energy bills. Take out a 0% unsecured loan from the Scottish Government 
to pay for upgrades and you’ll receive 15% cashback!

For a limited time only, eligible small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) applying 
for an interest-free, unsecured Scottish Government SME Loan can receive 15% 
cashback up to a maximum value of £10,000. 

Top reasons to take out the SME Loan, today
• Don’t miss out on the 15% cashback – funds are limited.  
• Tackle rising energy costs by reducing your energy consumption and running your 
business more cost-effectively.
• Run a more sustainable business by reducing your carbon footprint.
• Protect your profits by investing in energy efficiency equipment today, reducing 
your outgoings and reaping the rewards for years to come. 
• Savings on overheads can be reinvested in the business for future growth and 
improved market resilience.
• The Loan has 0% interest for non-renewables and is unsecured.

What your business can do with the SME Loan
Here are just a few examples of energy efficiency projects that are eligible for SME 
Loan funding; 
• investing in LED lighting
• installing more efficient heating systems

• improving the insulation of a building 
• Investing in more energy efficient equipment, such as a state of the art oven or a 
more efficient refrigeration unit

As lighting can be 20% of an energy bill and heating nearer 50%, then it’s no wonder 
that these are the most popular projects. And logically, before investing in heating a 
building, it’s better to make sure it’s not ‘leaky’ but improving insulation.

Contact Resource Efficient Scotland to help you with your loan application
Don’t miss out. The Resource Efficient Scotland advisors have already supported 
organisations in Scotland to identify over £49 million worth of savings and have 
supported over 968 loan applications to date. Contact the team today for your 
report, an essential part of your application, and help with your loan process by 
calling 0808 808 2268, emailing enquiries@resourceefficientscotland.com or going 
online for more information. 

Contact the team today for your report, an essential part of your application,
and help with your loan process by calling 0808 808 2268, emailing
enquiries@resourceefficientscotland.com or going online for more information.

mailto:enquiries%40resourceefficientscotland.com?subject=
Httpss://www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan


Briefing note

Zero Waste Scotland is a business support organisation specialising in resource 
efficiency and the circular economy. The Resource Efficient Scotland is a
programme of Zero Waste Scotland. 

The programme was established in 2013 in order to help small and medium 
sized businesses to become more resource efficient. Not only is this good news 
for the environment, resource efficiency also improves business productivity, 
competitiveness and resilience while saving money and
boosting profitability.

Resource Efficient Scotland is a one-stop centre for advice to businesses on saving 
energy, water and waste. 3,164 businesses have received one-to-one in-depth 
support through the Resource Efficient Scotland Advice and Support Service, 
identifying a potential £54 million in annual cost savings (to 31st March 2018). 
Through independent impact evaluation of the service, we estimate the businesses 
supported to date will save £140 million over the lifetime of the measures they 
implemented.

By working with Resource Efficient Scotland, small businesses in Scotland can 
reduce their overheads by simply by making energy, water, and waste efficiency 
improvements.  Sizable savings can be enjoyed by cutting energy costs by an 
average of 24%. 

Our free, expert support to businesses is funded by the Scottish Government and the 
European Regional Development Fund. 



Digital assets Stakeholder pack section - Suggested tweets

Twitter assets
Reduce your business energy costs. 
Interest-free SME Loans available
for lighting upgrades and more. Now 
with 15% cashback up to £10k. Only 
while funds last. #ESIF https://www.
resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan

From heating and lighting upgrades 
to waste reduction solutions, there is 
an opportunity to save money within 
your business.  With interest-free 
loans now available, it’s a good time 
to consider your options and make 
a change. Our expert advisors are 
here to help. Get in touch now while 
funds last 0808 8082268 #ESIF www.
resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan

Heating costs can burn up more than half 
your energy bill. Take out the interest-
free SME Loan for heating upgrades and 
not only will you reduce your bills, you’ll 
receive 15% cashback. #ESIF https://
www.resourceefficientscotland.com/
SMELoan

Upgrade to an energy efficient boiler 
and cut your energy bill. Take out 
an SME Loan to pay for upgrades 
and get 15% cashback (up to £10k) 
while funds last. #ESIF https://www.
resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan

A range of GiF web 
banners are availble 
for downloading. 
Here are examples of 
our Skyscraper and 
Leaderboard GiFs.

Frame 1      Frame 2         Frame 3

Frame 1

Frame 2

Frame 3

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+-+Facebook.zip
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+Skyscraper+GIF.GIF
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+Leaderboard+GIF.GIF


Winter weather means higher heating 
costs. Get energy costs under control 
by upgrading your heating with an SME 
Loan from the Scottish Government: up 
to £100k, interest-free and now with 
15% cashback (up to £10k) Get in touch 
now, while funds last. #ESIF https://www.
resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan

LinkedIn Assets
Please note that the copy is the same as the Twitter feeds, but graphics are sized
differently.

Facebook Assets
Please note that the copy is the same as the Twitter feeds, but graphics are 
sized differently.

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+-+Facebook.zip
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/sme-loan-15pc-oct18/SME+Loan+-+Facebook.zip


For further information
Visit www.resourceefficientscotland.com/SMELoan

Call 0808 808 2268 
Email enquiries@resourceefficientscotland.com


