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Agenda
08:45  Networking I Marketplace I FutureTown Design Competition              Auditorium and Foyer
 I Most Beautiful High Street (45 minutes)  (Ground Floor)
 

SCOTLAND’S TOWNS’ GREATEST RICHES   The Auditorium

09:30  Welcome and Introducing PACE
 Jean Cameron, Bid Director, Paisley 2021 

09:45 Paisley’s Future History: PACE Theatre Company.  
 Performance by the largest youth theatre of its kind in the UK.

10:00  Host: Ross Martin 

10:05  Ministerial Address and Winner of Most Beautiful High Street Announced: 
 Kevin Stewart MSP, Minister for Local Government and Housing 

10:20  Using our Heritage to Create Social, Cultural and Economic Wellbeing 
 Simon Wall, Town Architect, Westport, Mayo County Council, Ireland
 

10:35  Creating the Vision: Paisley’s Pattern!
 Sandra Black, Chief Executive, Renfrewshire Council and Paisley 2021 Board Member. 

10:50 Question Time Panel  
 with Simon Wall and Sandra Black, joined by Phil Prentice, Chief Officer, 
 Scotland’s Towns Partnership 

11:10  Step Into the Vision. Working Groups on the Move! 
 Guided Walking Tour of Paisley’s Strategic Activity Areas 

 Depart in groups by 11:25

 Tour length – 1 hour

 

12:30  Networking Lunch I Marketplace I FutureTown Design Competition     Auditorium and Foyer
 I Most Beautiful High Street (1 hour) (Ground Floor)

13:40 Town Centre Innovation Labs

BACK TO THE FUTURE! 
 
  

 Option 1: A Brave New World - Digital Future Proofing                                  The Auditorium 
 Get to grips with the new digital world of VR, AR, Trip Advisor and the              (Ground Floor)
 discerning tech savvy visitor. 
 

 Chair: Phil Prentice, Chief Officer, Scotland’s Towns Partnership 
 

 Mark Collins, Founder and Director of Strategy and Public Affairs,  
 CityFibre and David Wallace, Director - Major & Public Sector, BT  

 Option 2: Tourism in our Towns – Then. Now. The Future.               The Alexander
 Riddell Graham, Director of Partnerships, VisitScotland, will discuss                        Wilson Suite 
 the growth of tourism, particularly in the last two years and share with         (First floor) 
 delegates VisitScotland’s plans to support tourism, touching on future 
 theme years; how the evolving nature of digital information and 
 technology is transforming the way visitors are sourcing information 
 and how VisitScotland is responding; and how towns and destinations 
 can engage and respond to these trends. 

 Fringe Sessions end 14:20

 ‘Coffee-to-go’ from the North Minor Hall (Adjacent to Auditorium)

REINVENTION – THE NEW MOTHER OF NECESSITY  The Auditorium (Ground Floor) 

14:30 From Communities to the United Nations: Reinventing Places from the Ground Up
 Geurt Grosfeld, Managing Director, The Embassy for Creative Affairs, The Netherlands

14:45 A New Culture of Urbanism: International Lessons
 Kevin Murray, Founder Director and Past Chair, Academy of Urbanism and Honorary Professor  
 of Planning at Glasgow University 

15:00 Question Time Panel
 Geurt Grosfeld and Kevin Murray are joined by Barbara Cummins, Director of Heritage 
  Management, Historic Environment Scotland, Janet Archer, Chief Executive, Creative 
 Scotland and Jean Cameron, Bid Director, Paisley 2021

15:20  Detroit’s Revival
 Rob St Mary, Director of Outreach, Patronicity, Detroit, USA 
 Patronicity brings together local citizens and sponsors to support great initiatives in their   
 communities. Hear how this has delivered real impact, from the ground up, gets wide 
 engagement, captures ideas that work and filters out those that won’t. 

15:40   Questions

AND …INTRODUCING THE TARTAN CENT!  

15:50 Rob St Mary and Phil Prentice 

16:00 Closing Remarks
 Professor Leigh Sparks, Chair, Scotland’s Towns Partnership



SPONSORS

Paisley 2021 and Renfrewshire Council
We are delighted that our home for this year is the wonderful Paisley.  Truly embracing its 
future history, the town’s vision is centred on its world class cultural and heritage assets, with 
an extensive programme of regeneration activity and investment.
  
Set within the context of the Paisley Town Centre Heritage Asset Strategy as the 
regeneration strategy for the next 20 years, this activity contributes to re-establishing Paisley 
as Renfrewshire’s primary town centre for the benefit of local people and businesses as well 
as the national and international community.  Today, you will not only hear about Paisley’s 
Vision for 2026 but step into this living plan, walking through the town’s strategic activity 
areas that will deliver transformational change.  
www.paisley2021.co.uk   |   www.renfrewshire.gov.uk 

Scottish Government
Town centres are an important element of the economic and social fabric of Scotland. 
Support for town centres forms a key part of the regeneration vision and supporting 
outcomes.  Town centres can be a central component of successful local economies, 
offering a base for small business and jobs and often being at the core of community life.

The Scottish Government launched The Town Centre Action Plan in November 2013. This 
is a cross-government response to the recommendations of the national review of town 
centres and includes actions designed to support their revitalisation and to assist local 
action towards achieving this. The Town Centre First Principle which underpins the action 
plan was announced by the Minister for Local Government and Planning, in agreement with 
COSLA.  This principle puts the health of town centres at the heart of decision making and 
encourages vibrancy, equality and diversity.

Many of our town centres have empty properties that are no longer in use and blight our 
high streets. To tackle this, the £2.75 million Town Centre Housing Fund will see empty town 
centre properties brought back into use as affordable housing. 
www.gov.scot/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/town-centres
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Abellio ScotRail 
Abellio Scotrail is committed to improving connectivity, prosperity, and sense of community 
within and between towns and cities.

We recognise that our services and stations play a major role in the economic regeneration 
and growth of many places and work with local partners and communities on initiatives that 
make a real difference for town and city centres and the people who live and work there. 
Investment in services, station improvements, active travel and accessibility innovations 
are just part of the passenger-focused plan to cater for travel from door-to-door, not just 
between stations. 
www.abellio.com 

ABB Scotland
ABB Scotland is the trade association for the high street betting industry in Scotland.
Our members include four of the largest five operators, William Hill, Ladbrokes Coral and 
Paddy Power Betfair, as well as almost 100 smaller independent bookmakers, including 
Scotland’s largest independent operator Scotbet. Betting shops employ more than 5,000 
people across Scotland and contribute more than £115 million in taxes and business rates. 
The ABB Responsible Gambling Code is mandatory for all our members and underlines our 
commitment to ensure that our 650,000 customers bet safely and responsibly. 
www.abb.scot

Blachere Illumination UK
Blachere Illumination UK is not only the largest supplier of Christmas lighting in the UK, it is 
also a division of the international Blachere group with headquarters in France. Developing, 
designing and manufacturing Christmas lighting since 1972. The strategy of the business is 
innovation of new products and technology, ensuring quality and reliability. Using the latest 
LED (light emitting diode) technology, that benefits, longer product life and lower power 
consumption - therefore reducing electricity costs. Blachere Illumination is an ISO 9001 
accredited company and has systems and processes in place to ensure that your project 
exceeds your expectations.  If you would like to run through arrangements or have any 
queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  
www.blachere-illumination.co.uk

Enterprise Screen
Enterprise Screen has video at the heart of everything we do, but there’s more. Our 
experience across broadcast, online and social media campaigns, helps us to deliver results 
for our clients with creativity and style.  
www.enterprisescreen.com

PinPointer
PinPointer is one of the UK’s leading place consultancies, bringing together brands, place 
managers and creative agencies to deliver new opportunities to the high street. Our key 
role is to provide bespoke end to end promotional space management of your indoor and 
outdoor space, ensuring the location is vibrant, offering a range of promoter mix, whilst 
generating unrestricted income.  
www.pinpointer.uk

EVENT PARTNERS 

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 



STP
Scotland’s Towns Partnership is the national agency for towns in Scotland; representing 
and promoting the diversity of our towns and places, and supporting those 
organisations and groups that have an interest in or ownership of them.  Our role is to 
act as a hub for relevant news, resources, knowledge and good practice; to support 
learning and community through our events and campaigns; to influence and share 
policies that have an impact on towns; and to raise the profile of Scottish towns, which 
we do principally through the Scotland’s Towns Week campaign, encouraging towns to 
run activities and the public to use their town centres.  
www.scotlandstowns.org

Scotland’s Most Beautiful High Street is a competition launched in 2017 by Scotland’s Towns Partnership and Keep 
Scotland Beautiful, in partnership with the Sunday Herald. The competition celebrates the contribution of our High 
Streets and recognises the efforts made to make these spaces clean, attractive, accessible, vibrant and inclusive for 
all to enjoy.
 
A shortlist of 10 towns went to the public vote, with almost 4,000 votes cast. Today, the winner will be announced by 
Minister for Local Government and Housing, Kevin Stewart MSP. 

Check out the shortlisted designs for the FutureTown Design Competition.

We asked the towns’ network to come up with some creative town centre solutions for a possible STP Future High 
Street - we had a fantastic response and we are very impressed with our shortlist! Vote for your favourite today!
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Can you stop prostate cancer being a killer in Scotland?  
Get Involved.

Prostate Cancer UK has a simple ambition – to stop men dying from prostate cancer. 
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men in Scotland. More than 3,000 men are 
diagnosed every year and tragically more than 900 men die. As these numbers continue to 
rise now is the time to take control.

We are delighted that Scotland’s Towns Partnership has chosen to support Prostate 
Cancer UK to help fight this disease. We will be working together over the next year to raise 
awareness across the country, support fundraising and campaign for better health outcomes 
for Scottish men – a perfect match for their focus on Healthy Towns.

If you or your organisation would like to support our work in Scotland fill out the form here 
https://prostatecanceruk.org/get-involved/scotlands-towns-partnership and we’ll 
get back to you. You can join us at our Glasgow March for Men, sign up as one of our 
fundraisers at the Great Scottish Run or book an awareness stand or talk to raise awareness 
of prostate cancer among your colleagues and customers. Just get in touch to start working 
with us.

sustrans
Sustrans is the charity that’s making it easier for people to walk and cycle.
In Scotland, Sustrans works closely with communities, the Scottish Government, local 
authorities and other partners to ensure that the people of Scotland have access to a 
network of safe walking and cycling routes; making Scotland a healthy, happy place to live, 
work and play, and a sustainable and beautiful tourist destination. 
www.sustrans.org.uk/our-work-scotland

Renfrewshire Chamber of Commerce
We are the leading business membership organisation in Renfrewshire here to help your 
business grow & prosper. 
www.renfrewshirechamber.com

WSP
WSP is one of the world’s leading engineering professional services consulting firms. We 
are technical experts and strategic advisors including engineers, technicians, scientists, 
architects, planners, surveyors and environmental specialists, as well as other design, 
programme and construction management professionals. With 37,000 talented people in 
more than 500 offices across 40 countries, we engineer projects that will help societies grow 
for lifetimes to come. 
www.wsp.com

SPONSORS

 

CONFERENCE PRODUCER

SCOTLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL HIGH STREET COMPETITION

FUTURETOWN DESIGN COMPETITION GALLERY – VOTE NOW!

EXHIBITORS

VIP RECEPTION SPONSOR

PROGRAMME SPONSOR

ABB Scotland  
www.abb.scot

Abellio ScotRail  
www.abellio.com

Arts and Business Scotland  
www.aandbscotland.org.uk

Blachere Illumination UK  
www.blachere-illumination.co.uk

Boston Networks  
www.bostonnetworks.co.uk

BT  
www.bt.com

Carnegie UK  
www.carnegieuk.org

CityFibre  
www.cityfibre.com

Coalfields Regeneration Trust  
www.coalfields-regen.org.uk

Enterprise Screen  
www.enterprisescreen.com

Paisley 2021  
www.paisley2021.co.uk  

PinPointer  
www.pinpointer.uk

Prostrate Cancer UK  
www.prostatecanceruk.org/get-
involved/scotlands-towns-partnership

Renfrewshire Council  
www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

email:  phil@scotlandstowns.org
mobile: 07971 437732 
office:  0131 247 1424

www.scotlandstowns.org

Phil Prentice
Chief Officer

Scottish Empty Homes 
Partnership  
www.scotland.shelter.org.uk

Scotland’s Towns Partnership  
www.scotlandstowns.org 

Scottish Grocers Federation  
www.scotgrocersfed.co.uk

Sustrans  
www.sustrans.org.uk/our-work-
scotland

Turner Townsend  
www.turntown.co.uk

VisitScotland  
www.visitscotland.com
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