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REgEnERAtion

town centre has 
fallen hard — but 
it will rise again

Kenny MacDonald

VIPs believe Paisley’s shopping hub can be reborn
Braehead. I watched it fall.

“Then, of course, came the recession, 
welfare reform and lots of bad things 
seemed to happen at the same time. 

“The future for Paisley is now very 
bright, but it won’t happen overnight.

“We need to have unique, high quality, 
independent retailers, coffee shops, 
restaurants, evening entertainment, 
leisure and culture.”

The group was also promoting 
Scotland’s Town’s Week, which takes 
place from November 7 to 13 and is a 
national campaign raising the profile 
Scotland’s towns.

Mr Prentice believes town centres like 
Paisley’s must be reinvented to survive.

He explained: “We need to get people 
back living in the town to give it life. 

“We could br ing the col lege 
a n d  u n i  c a m p u s e s  b a c k  i n t o 
the tow n as  well  to  boost  the  
centre.”

Ian Henderson, chairman  of business 
regeneration organisation Paisley First, 
said it was worthwhile being able to 
explain the challenges the town is facing.

He added: “We were delighted to host 
the visit of Mr Stewart and explain the 
challenges associated with the town 
centre regeneration.

“It was particularly pleasing to note 
that not only did the Minister express 
a keen interest in the issues, he also 
enquired as to what the Scottish 
Government could give to help us deliver 
on our remit to the taxpayers of Paisley.”

Government officials visited 
Paisley yesterday and pledged: 
“The town centre can be saved”.

Kevin Stewart, Minister for Local 
Government and Housing, joined 
Scotland’s Towns Partnership (STP) and 
Paisley First to have a look round town.

He was visiting on his summer tour, 
which is part of the MSP Connector 
Programme led by STP and the 
Parliamentary Cross Party Group for 
Towns and Town Centres.

Mr Stewart, who popped in to the 
Russell Institute and visited High Street 
and Causeyside Street, told the Paisley 
Daily Express: “I encourage fellow MSPs 
and communities across Scotland to take 
some time to connect with and enjoy the 
town centres that are at the heart of our 
communities.

“Two years on from the launch of the 
Town Centre Action Plan, set out by the 
Scottish Government, great progress has 
been made to revitalise our town centres.

Chief officer of STP, Phil Prentice, 
insisted Paisley’s town centre can be 
born again with a new look, while taking 
advantage of its rich heritage.

Mr Prentice, who used to live in 
Paisley and worked for Renfrewshire 
Enterprise,  said: “I saw how the town 
declined over the years with the various 
changes and the loss of its character with 
pedestrianisation and the opening of 

no leads in case 
of missing oAP 

Police have reissued a plea for 
help in finding a missing 
Paisley man, who hasn’t been 
seen in almost a month.

The last sighting of Donald 
McPhee, 65, was near his 
home in Grahamston Road 
on Friday, June 17.

It is believed that he may 
have travelled to the Dorset 
area.

He is described as white, 
approximately 5ft 8ins to 5ft 
10ins in height, of medium/
heavy build and has grey hair. 

It is believed he was 
wearing a khaki green jacket 
with chest pockets, which sits 
down to the knees, black 
jogging bottoms and black 
trainers.

If anyone has seen Donald 
or has any information that 
will help our enquiries, 
contact Paisley police office 
by calling 101.

Search   
Donald  
McPhee

on tour  Andrew Mitchell, bid manager for Paisley First, Minister Kevin Stewart, Ian Henderson, chairman of Paisley First, Professor Leigh Sparks, Chairman of Scotland’s 
Towns Partnership, and Phil Prentice, chief officer of Scotland’s Towns Partnership.  They are holding Scotland’s Towns Week posters


