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Shopping as an activityé

ó ñI have heard,ò said Defoe, still obviously shocked 

by the practice, ñthat some ladies, and these too, 

persons of good note, have taken their coaches 

and spent a whole afternoon in Ludgate Street or 

Covent Garden, only to divert themselves in going 

from one mercers shop to another, to look upon 

their fine silks and to rattle and banter the 

shopkeepers...òô

From Daniel Defoe ñThe Complete English Tradesmanò 1726  (quoted by Lewis 

Mumford (The City in History)
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Long Term Factors

ÅResale Price Maintenance Act 1964

ÅIncreased accessibility and reduce cost of travel 

(time and money)

ÅInternet based retail
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Numbers of Retail Units ï

Small Centres



Numbers of Retail Units ï

Medium Town Centres

Cross Party Group Towns & Town Centres 

December 2016



Numbers of Retail Units ï

Large Town Centres
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Changes to the Retail Mix

ÅTotal numbers of retail goods and retail service 

units is broadly constant

ÅComparison goods shops declined in numbers

ÅRetail service units have grown significantly 

ÅVacancies have, in long term, remained broadly 

constant
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Largest City & Town Centres

ÅGlasgow: decline retail goods units but growth in 

services

ÅEdinburgh: from 1985 decline in retail goods units but 

growth in sales area; growth in services

ÅAberdeen from 2003: retail goods shops marginal 

decline, growth in net sales; growth in service units; 

vacancies constant

ÅDundee: decline in retail goods floorspace (esp 

comparison);  total numbers of retail goods and service 

units remained same since 2005
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Retail Expenditure Per Capita -

Constant and Actual Prices
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Growth of Internet
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Forecast Growth in Expenditure ï

Total
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Implications

ÅContinuation of trends

ÅUncertainties ïinternet growth; Brexit etc

ÅContinued loss of retail goods shops and 

floorspace from small/medium town centres

ÅContinued growth of retail services ïbecome 

principal commercial activity in small- medium 

town centres

ÅLarger centres: market concentration here, less 

units, but more floorspace and turnover
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Retail Offer ï

Small/Medium Town Centres

ÅP rice ïdifficult to compete

ÅQ uality ïpotential to be sensitive to local market

ÅR ange ïdifficult to compete

ÅS ervice ïgreatest potential for small/medium
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