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Staff at NFU Mutual have  
raised more than £2,000  
for Scotland’s Charity Air  
Ambulance (SCAA), which is 
based at Perth Airport.

A total of 150 staff across 33 
NFU Mutual offices in Scotland 
contacted more than 1,000  
existing and potential new 
clients to renew their insurance 
over a dedicated week last year.

In this initiative, called 

Donate a Date, each office 
donated £1 to the charity for 
each renewal made during this 
period and NFU Mutual then 
matched the donations, raising 
a total of £2,352.

David Craig, SCAA’s chief 
executive, said: “We rely 100% 
on donations from supporters 
to run our life-saving service 
and every penny makes a  
difference.”

Generous donation to scotland’s 
Charity Air Ambulance

charity

Messy fun for all at church event
rattray

Rattray Parish Church held a Messy Church at Rattray Hall,  
Balmoral Road, when the theme was Love One Another. 

Craft activities included making cards, bracelets, and toy  
volcanoes. 

The Messy Church runs from September to June once a month, 
alternately with Blairgowrie Parish Church.

Enjoying the event are Paulene Madoc-Jones, Beau Duncan, 
her sister Poppy, their grandmother Jacqui Duncan and 
Jasmine Mowat, with co-ordinator Evelyn Grieve, back left, 
and Muriel Brown. Picture: David Phillips.
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At morning worship at Blairgowrie Parish Church on Sunday there 
was a special welcome for Blairgowrie Guides, Brownies, and  
Trefoil Guild members who were in church to mark Thinking Day.

The service was conducted by the Rev Harry Mowbray. The first 
scripture lesson was read by Kirsten Berry and the second by Jade 
McKen. The Guide Promise was read by assistant guider Priscilla 
Wares, 3rd Blairgowrie Guides. Prayers of thanksgiving and  
intercession were led by Trefoil Guider Christian Hill.

thinking Day marked by young 
visitors to blairgowrie church

celebration

The colour party comprised, from left, Gillian McKen, Ruth 
Daniell, Katie Morrison, Megan Barrell, Freya Donaldson and 
Kirsten Berry. Picture: David Phillips.

Railway stations across Perth and  
Kinross could be transformed into  
business hubs in an initiative  
championed by local entrepreneurs.

Their idea would see empty units 
turned into places for local businesses 
and organisations to operate from.

The brains behind the enterprise 
believe that converting stations into  
centres to benefit the local economy 
would help to retain jobs and consumer 
spend in towns and rural communities.

Brightstar Scotland, an events and 
association management company, was 
the first business to occupy an empty 
unit in Gleneagles station.

The firm held a meeting to encourage 
other businesses to get on board with 
the idea.

Elaine Bone, CEO of Brightstar,  
said: “This project genuinely helps  
start-up and small businesses to get off 
the ground and to grow.

Firm asks businesses 
to get on board with 
railway hub idea

“Support from Abellio ScotRail and 
the Railway Heritage Trust via the 
empty station units scheme helps local 
businesses take a first step into  
commercial property, making what can 
be a daunting step more feasible.

“At the same time, this brings life back 
into our train stations, local  
communities and economy. Stations 
offer superb spaces and essential  
amenities, while proximity to transport 
links is certainly not an issue.”

She added: “I would encourage  
businesses and organisations of all types 
to look at what’s on offer at their local 
train stations. For example, since the 
expansion of the car park, improved 
access, a refurbished station and more 
trains, the use of Gleneagles by the  
public has grown. I’d welcome some 
new neighbours, too.”

Phil Prentice, chief officer of  
Scotland’s Towns Partnership, said: “On 
first appearances Scotland’s geography 
looks challenging. However, our railway 
effectively connects vast swathes of the 
country, carrying people, data and  
supplies, ensuring we remain  
connected.

“From the Highlands to the Borders, 
the current operator, Abellio, is looking 
at how stations can breathe new life and 
activity into towns.

“This ranges from craft and niche 
retail units, better station wi-fi, 
improved park and ride investments and 
use of stations as business incubators.”
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Elaine Bone, CEO of Brightstar, at Gleneagles Station yesterday with, from left, Andy Savage, 
Railway Heritage Trust; Willie Clark, Transport Scotland; John Yellowlees, ScotRail; Councillor 
Tom Gray and Phil Prentice, chief officer, Scotland’s Towns Partnership. Picture: Angus Findlay.

GleneaGles: 
Empty units can 
provide operating 
centres for local 
companies

“ support 
from Abellio 
scotRail and 
the Railway 
Heritage 
trust via  
the empty 
station units 
scheme 
helps local 
businesses 
take a first 
step into 
commercial 
property.
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