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SUMMARY PAPER

Isle of Wight Council has secured £990k from the Department for Transport’s Local Sustainable Transport Fund 
(LSTF), to deliver a range of sustainable transport projects during 15/16. These include a number of projects being 
delivered in partnership with the Chamber of Commerce to grow the economy and improve access to employment. 

Whilst many of these projects involve ‘on the ground’ interventions here on the Island, one project has facilitated 
a programme of research into sustainable transport best practice within three European settlements. A key 
objective of the Partnerships with European Success Stories (PWESS) Project has been to capture each settlement’s 
achievements and bring this learning to the Isle of Wight. Communities, businesses and policy makers may wish to 
take inspiration from the actions of the three selected settlements, all of which have achieved much in their shared 
ambition of making their towns better places to live.

Houten, The Netherlands

In the 1960’s, Houten was a small rural village of 3000 when 
it was designated by the Dutch Government as an area for 
high residential growth. It is now a town of 50,000, known for 
its design based on ‘filtered permeability’ and its choice of 
transport options, prioritising walking and cycling and placing 
the ‘playing child’ at the top of the hierarchy. Houten’s design 
is a result of a unique collaboration between urban planners, 
developers, landscape architects and traffic experts which 
started with the design of the public space and services, as 
opposed to the design of the transport infrastructure.
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•	 From the surrounding ring road, ‘portals’ provide 
access into the town where cars give way to cyclists 
and pedestrians

•	 Schools and key services (including public 
transport) planned around the backbone structure, 
where it is car free

Examples of Houten’s sustainable transport facilities:



•	 129km of cycling lanes plus a direct cycle path to 
Utrecht

•	 Bike parking throughout the town centre, 
including 4000 spaces underneath the train station

•	 Bike sharing and rental, including the nationwide 
membership scheme OV Fiets

•	 Railway station raised when tracks were doubled, 
allowing space to cross underneath

•	 Electric car charging points – 27 points around the 
town and more planned

•	 Cycling education and arts initiatives, such as the 
Song bike Path (Zangfietspad) 
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Bike storage at Houten station The Song Bike Path (Zangfietspad)

Examples of Växjö’s sustainable transport facilities:

Växjö, Sweden

Växjö, known as the capital of the Kingdom of Chrystal, is 
located in southern Sweden and has a population of approx. 
64,000. In 1996 Växjö adopted a policy aimed at eliminating 
the use of fossil fuels by 2030, a decision originating from the 
need to resolve the problems of pollution and eutrophication 
in the surrounding lakes. However 85% of transport still uses 
fossil fuels and the Municipality’s Transport Plan is very much 
part of their broader sustainability agenda. The town promotes 
itself as Europe’s Greenest City, a brand which is well known 
amongst its inhabitants.
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•	 Introduction of car free zones in the town’s central 
shopping and business streets

•	 Development of dedicated cycling routes linking 
the town centre to surrounding residential areas

•	 Improved cycling infrastructure and cycling apps 
in development

•	 Helping cyclists continue cycling in the winter 
(through e.g. snow clearance)
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Examples of Mechelen’s sustainable transport facilities:

•	 Working with schools to promote bike safety and 
on the wider sustainability agenda

•	 ‘Eye contact’ campaign – for drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians using shared space 

•	 Improved bus services – switched to biogas and 
increased bus fleet by 40 vehicles

•	 Electric car charging points – with more planned

•	 A long term understanding that when it comes 
to the environment, political issues are put to 
one side and targets are set that last longer than 
election periods!

Bike parking on Storgatan‘Eye Contact’ campaign

Mechelen, Belgium

Located half way between Antwerp and Brussels with a 
population of approx. 82,000, Mechelen is one of five Flemish 
Art Cities and has two World Heritage sites, 300 listed buildings 
and an historically important river system. Yet 15 years ago 
Mechelen was voted 13th out of 13 Belgian cities for quality 
of life. A 15 year programme of city design was instigated 
to address the city’s problems around economic viability, 
criminality and urban exodus as well as traffic safety and the 
poor quality of public spaces. 
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•	 Introduction of car free zones in historic centre  

•	 Created underground car parks using modern 
minimalist design – electric car charging points 
provided

•	 Used new ‘old’ road/pavement surface materials 
to fit the historic nature of the city

•	 1st place in Belgium to introduce number plate 
recognition cameras



Towards a toolkit for the Isle of Wight
A simple step-by-step toolkit for the Isle of Wight is being developed which is intended to help communities and 
policy makers identify the best way forward to lay the foundations for more sustainable transport usage. The toolkit 
will provide a step by step guide to review and assess aspects of sustainable transport within communities. 

•	 Opened up old canals and created new public 
areas on the riverbanks 

•	 Major railway construction works – building new 
station, adding storage space for 5000 bikes, 
laying new tracks for a high speed line 

•	 Well-developed cycle network, linking to cycle 
routes throughout Belgium 

•	 Bike rental, including the nationwide membership 
scheme Blue-Bike and through Indigo Parking

Grote Markt underground car park Dijle riverside path
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Reduce the impact of cars in towns

Review car parking facilities

Review pedestrian facilities 

Review the complete cycling network

Ensure public transport meets local needs

Review ‘non-standard’ public transport needs

Relevant and up-to-date information

Can car-free or car-light zones be introduced? Signage improved? 
Parking integrated? Vehicle speeds reduced?

Manage parking to support economic viability, e.g. through appropriate 
charging and timing regimes

Can junctions be improved for pedestrians? Can pedestrian crossings be 
improved?

How safe is the current network? Do cycling lanes connect? Can 
dedicated cycling lanes or bike parking be introduced? 

Review public transport waiting facilities ensuring bus shelters 
are accessible, safe, durable and convenient.

Assess services provided by taxis and other pre-booked 
services, e.g. car-share schemes and community transport

Provide up to date information on public transport routes and 
timetables, cycling and walking routes

The full toolkit and the final Project Report will be available at the end of March 2016.
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