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The Norwich Society Concerned by Plans to Weld Carrow Bridge Shut 

 

Civic watchdog The Norwich Society has expressed concern at Norfolk County Council’s hasty 

attempt to get the 98-year-old Carrow Bridge welded shut – thus ending the city’s centuries-old 

history as a port connected by river to the North Sea. 

The bridge is rarely opened these days and the lightweight decking is fragile, requiring frequent 

repair by Norfolk Highways.  A committee report has set out just two options, one to carry out 

further repairs costing £150,000 and fix the bridge shut “on a temporary basis to reduce disruption 

for maintenance”, the other to fully refurbish the lifting bridge which would cost at least £2.2m.  

Closing the bridge would require the legal permission of the Broads Authority. 

Matt Williams, a member of the Norwich Society’s Strategic Planning and Transport Committee said, 

‘Everyone knows that once this bridge is welded shut “temporarily”, it would never open again.  

Reducing the choice of maintenance to one of two extreme options, with only one being affordable, 

is not an appropriate approach to a decision which has major significance for a centuries-old city 

which would not have been founded or successful without its river navigation.  It is a decision that 

should not be made in isolation from the strategic planning about to be undertaken by the East 

Norwich Masterplan that also involves the railway swing-bridge and the possibility of a new marina.’   

‘No-one is arguing the present demand justifies keeping the bridge opening, but there is a wider 

range of options and any decision must be part of a rational long-term strategy rather a short-term 

knee-jerk.  The potential redundancy of the two modern pedestrian opening bridges and the turning 

basin must be considered - as well as the potential for resurrecting commercial river traffic to supply 

the city in a low-carbon future.’ 

_   _   _ 

 

 

 

 

 



ENDS 

For more details or interview requests please contact 

Laura Davey, The Norwich Society Coordinator 

admin@thenorwichsociety.org.uk 

07503 951195 

 

Background notes 

Sources: 

• Norfolk County Council Highways Carrow Bridge Options Report (March 2021) 

• Broads Authority Navigation Committee 10.06.21 agenda item 8. 
 

The Broads Authority paper notes verbal information from Norfolk’s Director of Highways that the 

‘temporary’ closure would be for at least 5 years.  The report also notes the present awkwardness of 

the booking arrangements needed for any tall vessels having to get to the original port of Norwich in 

terms of opening Trowse Rail Bridge Carrow Bridge and the two lifting footbridges (Julian and Novi 

Sad Bridge) and suggests is probably one of the reasons that demand for opening has gone from 

occasional to virtually non-existent.  The legal position (i.e. the need for a licence from Broads 

Authority and the means to protect navigation rights) is covered by the Norwich Corporation Act 

1920 and the Norfolk & Suffolk Broads Act 1989. 
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