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The Norwich Society welcomes a new opportunity for Anglia Square 

development 
 

Following Weston Homes announcement last month that they will no longer be challenging 
the Secretary of State’s rejection of their plans for Anglia Square in the High Court, The 
Norwich Society looks forward to seeing a better way forward for the area. 
 
The Norwich Society has been campaigning for appropriate redevelopment of the area since 
2018, alongside other heritage and community organisations including Historic England, 
Save Britain’s Heritage and The Cathedral Magdalen & St Augustine's Forum. Objections to 
the proposed plans largely revolved around the density and height of the tower blocks as 
out-of-scale to the area, the low proportion of affordable and family-sized homes, and 
environmental concerns around air quality and limited consideration of public transport use. 
 
“Areas of the proposed Anglia Square site have been derelict and in need of redevelopment 
for many years. What we’ve been campaigning for is not to stop development all together, 
but to ensure that what goes ahead is the best possible outcome for Norwich; 
architecturally, for the historic nature of the area, and for the quality of life for future 
residents”, says Jon Boon, Chair of The Norwich Society’s Planning Appraisal Committee. 
“We will use this pause in proceedings to continue to push for more environmentally 
sustainable and lower-density alternatives to ensure Anglia Square becomes the thriving 
area we know it can be”. 
 
The Norwich Society is the City’s civic society, and uses the expertise of architects, town 
planners, surveyors and other industry professionals within its committees to comment on 
significant planning decisions in the area on behalf of the public. “The Norwich Society has 
been campaigning for Norwich for the past 98 years, encouraging high standards of 
architecture and town planning in the City and stimulating public interest in and care for the 
beauty, history and character of the City. The halt of these unfortunate plans for Anglia 
Square shows how our community action continues to have a real impact”, says Chair of The 
Norwich Society, Barry Howell. “We are pleased to hear the developers are now indicating 
they wish to collaborate with organisations like ours to create alternative plans, and we 
welcome the opportunity for meaningful engagement”. 
 
The Norwich Society will continue to assess the situation and intends to actively participate 
in this restart to ensure that new plans meet the needs of the city and make a positive 
contribution to the future of Norwich’s built environment. 
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