
 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

MINUTES  
Wednesday 24 April 2019 at 7.00pm 

Music Room, the Assembly House, Norwich 
In the presence of: the Lord Mayor of Norwich, Martin Schmierer 

 
 

1. Welcome to the Lord Mayor by the Chair 
The Chair of the Norwich Society, Vanessa Trevelyan, welcomed the Lord Mayor, Martin 
Schmierer to the meeting.   

 

 In attendance:  87 Members 
 
2. Apologies 

Apologies were received from the following members: Sir Richard Jewson, Jeff and Jan King, 
Caroline Jarrold, Martin Shaw, Jo Collier, Penny Clark, David Bunkell, Phil Jones, Andy Anderson. 

 
3. Minutes of the 2018 AGM  

The 2019 AGM Agenda together with the minutes of the Norwich Society Annual General 
Meeting held on Tuesday 24th April 2018 and other AGM papers were mailed to all Members 
prior to the meeting and placed on the website, and hard copies were available at the meeting. 

 
There were no comments and the Minutes were agreed to be a correct record and signed by 
the Chair, Vanessa Trevelyan. 

 
4. Chair’s presentation 

Vanessa Trevelyan delivered a presentation to members outlining the activities and 
achievements of  
The Norwich Society in 2018.  The content of the presentation was based on the Norwich 
Society Annual Report 2018 and included the following topics: 
o Civic Voice in the East 
o The Anglia Square campaign  
o Goldsmith Street – Passivhaus development 
o The 2018 Events Programme  
o Good bye to Gas Hill gas holders, Looses the 2003 Design Awards winner and Prospect House 
o Hello to Howard House, Writer Centre at Dragon Hall and the River Wensum Strategy. 
o The new 2019 Design awards in partnership with Norfolk Association of Architects, RIBA and 

Civic Voice 
o The Civic and Environment Committee latest project – Public Seating 
o Extending the Local List and the need for volunteers to help with the process 
o Publications 
o Trails 
o The New Website 
o The Future of Norwich City Centre Report and Debate 
 
There were no questions. 

  



 
 

5. Annual report and accounts 
The 2018 Norwich Society Annual Report was mailed to Members prior to the meeting. It was 
also placed on the Norwich Society website and hard copies were available at the meeting.   

 
The 2018 Norwich Society Accounts were available on the website and at the meeting. The 
Treasurer Neil Sturgeon summarized the accounts stating that there had been an £8,000 
deficit in 2018 compared with 2017 as a result of investment in rebranding and a new website 
and a reduction in events income. However, the Society had also received a legacy in 2017 so 
the 2018 figures were comparable with those of 2016. The Norwich Society’s reserves were in 
the region of £100,000 after significant investment in rebranding and the new website placing 
the Society in a healthy financial position. The accounts have been examined and approved by 
an independent examiner. 

 
 The accounts were proposed for approval by Jonathan Hooton, seconded by Simeon Jackson 

and the Members voted to approve. 
   
6. Change in constitution  

Barry Howell thanked John Trevelyan for the work he undertook on the constitution in 2018. 
He explained that changes to the Charities Act has prompted the Executive Committee to 
consider a change of status and that the recommendation was to move towards becoming a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  The Norwich Society’s Constitution has been 
revised adopting best practice of the Charity Commission. If approved by the Charity 
Commission it will necessitate setting up a new legal entity and will provide better protection 
to Trustees and Members. 
 
The resolution to change the constitution to CIO status was proposed by Barry Howell and 
seconded by Vanessa Trevelyan and members voted to approve. 
 
CIO status will take force at the next AGM assuming the Charity Commission approves the 
change. 

 
7. Election of Officers and Trustees to the Executive Committee  

The following were proposed and seconded (papers on file). 
Chair   Paul Burall         
Vice Chair  Barry Howell   
Secretary  David Taylor   

 
The election of the above nominees en bloc was voted by Members. 

 
Paul Burall thanked Vanessa Trevelyan for her hard work and success in moving the Society 
forward during her two years as Chair, presented her with a bouquet and said that he hoped 
she would remain as Chair of the Publicity and Events Committee and would continue to 
attend the Executive Committee as its representative and observer. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

8. Any Other Business 
A member raised a question regarding the increase in student accommodation across the City 
and what position the Society took towards new development.  Paul Burall said that the Society 
had supported proposals from UEA and NUA but had concerns about developments proposed 
by private enterprises and will be reviewing the situation. 
 
Paul Burall reiterated the need of volunteers for Committees and other Society work, and 
confirmed that the Society had convened an Anglia Square Working Group which was putting a 
case together for the enquiry which would be held in 2020 as it had many concerns about the 
proposed development. 

 
9. Short address by the Lord Mayor 

Paul Burall introduced the Lord Mayor, Martin Schmierer.  The Lord Mayor gave a short address, 
saying he had lived in Norwich since he was 7 years old and was proud to call it home, and that 
George Borrow’s words ‘A Fine City’ seen on the signs when entering the city aptly summed it 
up his feelings. He stated that the Norwich Society does a fine job in protecting Norwich’s 
architectural and cultural heritage, thanked everybody for their hard work and promised to get 
more involved. 

 
Paul Burall thanked the Lord Mayor and Members for attending and closed the meeting. 

 

 

After the interval Guest speaker Tim Pestell, Senior Curator at Norwich Castle gave a 
presentation  about Norwich Castle’s forthcoming major refurbishment programme.  This will 
include reinstating the floors and new interpretation in the Keep, a major new medieval gallery 
in partnership with the British Museum and new public facilities including disabled access to 
the battlements. 

 


	Music Room, the Assembly House, Norwich

