
A self-guided trail from the Forum 

Telling the time around the market  

This trail takes you on a short route in the centre of Norwich around the 

market place looking at clocks and sundials, both old and new. It utilises 

information collected by the Norwich Society’s Civic Environment 

Committee in a recent research project on publicly-accessible clocks and 

sundials in the whole of the city. 

Start from the Forum: facing you 

is St. Peter Mancroft Church, the 

largest church in Norwich. Walk 

on the right-hand side of the 

church, and look out for the 

sundial, which contains crossed 

keys as the symbol of St. Peter 

[1 - numbers refer to the map].  



At the bottom of Hay Hill turn left into Haymarket 

and then take the next right into White Lion Street. At 

the end of the street you will see the Castle Mall 

clock tower [2]. By the entrance to the Mall, a large 

underground shopping complex, turn left.  

As you walk along look out 

for the small clock on the 

right-hand side for the 

former door furniture shop 

of Knobs and Knockers [3], 

now Natural East.  

Shortly you come to the entrance to the Royal 

Arcade. The Arcade was opened in 1899, 

designed by local architect George Skipper in 



Art Nouveau style. It occupies the site of the 

former stables and yard of the Royal Hotel in 

Gentleman’s Walk, the façade of which 

remains at the  Gentleman’s Walk entrance 

to the arcade. Go through the Arcade: at the 

far end you will see a clock [4] above the 

exit. 

On leaving the Arcade turn right into Gentleman’s 

Walk. Go along the Walk, and look out for the H. 

Samuel clock [5] high up above the shop. The ‘H’ in 

the title stands for Harriet, daughter-in-law of one of 

the founders, who took over in 1862. 

Go past the store, and continue past Jarrolds, 

remodelled by George Skipper. At the end cross into 

Lobster Lane (by the side of Thorns).  At the next 

junction, on your right, is the church of St. John Maddermarket, dating 

from the 15th century and in the care of 

the Churches Conservation Trust. 

Maddermarket takes its name from the 

yellow flower which produced madder or 

red vegetable dye, marketed in this area.  

High up on the corner nearest to you is a 

rather worn sundial. [6]. 

Turn left into Dove Street. At the end you will find the Guildhall on your 

right, with a clock [7] on its eastern end. The clock and clock tower were 

donated by Henry Woodcock, mayor in 1849 and 1850. The gift was 

conditional on the Corporation revealing the old roof of the Council 

Chamber by removing the false ceiling. The clock, the responsibility of 

the City Council, is not currently working. The Guildhall was built  
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between 1407 and 1413 and served as 

the seat of civic government until it was 

replaced by City Hall. Walk up past the 

Guildhall, and then return to the Forum 

via St. Peter’s Street, passing City Hall. 

City Hall was completed in 1938 and the 

clock [8], easily the most visible clock in 

the city, was installed then. The 

mechanism was replaced in 1962 by one 

centre clock by Gillett & Johnstone of 

Croydon. The dials were most recently 

restored in 2017 by Michlmayr & Co, 

using gold leaf on the dial and hands. The 

Great George bell weighs nearly 3 tons 

and was named after George VI who 

opened City Hall.   


