
Events Programme 

OCT 2019 - MARCH 2020
OCTOBER

Thursday 
17th October

10.30am 

Members £1
Non-members £5

Member’s Season Ticket 
(5 talks) £5

Historians Day Time Talk Series
NEW VENUE: The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

Signs of Past Times.

Norwich’s streets can act as their own history book through the many 
plaques and other signs telling of past events and people. 

John Trevelyan’s illustrated talk will cover some of the signs, what 
links them and the stories and people behind them.

John in Chair of the Civic Environment Committee which carries out 
audits and surveys and produces directories and reports.  A Signs of 
Past Times Trail is available on the website.

Tuesday 
15th October

3pm 

Members £13
Non-members £16

Visit Mancroft Ringing Discovery Centre
St Peter Mancroft, Millennium Plain. 
Accessed from inside the church via the door in the south west corner.

Step back in time and discover the history of bell ringing in Norwich. 
Have a go at ringing for yourself in this exciting new facility, one of 
only three in the world offering bell ringers the opportunity to learn 
and improve their skill. 

Please note the Centre is reached by climbing a stone spiral staircase (65 steps with a 
break halfway).  There are handrails for your support.

Correct at date of printing - Programme subject to change.

The quickest way to book is online via the Society’s website: 
www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk/events      

See back page for full details.

MEMBER’S SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR 
HISTORIANS DAY TIME TALK SERIES AND EVENING LECTURE SERIES



DECEMBER

Thursday 
14th November

10.30am 

Members £1
Non-members £5

Historians Day Time Talk Series
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

‘Only elementary work …… but thoroughly well done.’
Cringleford School in Victorian times.

Pat Wagstaff will use original documents to explore education 
in a rural primary school in the second half of the nineteenth 
century: how the school came into being; who the pupils were; and 
the qualifications of the teachers.  How far was the provision of 
education an act of charity? How far was the education tailored 
to the life of local children? She hopes that the talk will provoke 
thoughts about the purpose of education today and about the 
resurgence of ‘Victorian values’.

Pat is honorary secretary of Cringleford Historical Society and has 
written the history of the village school on Cantley Lane.

Tuesday   
3rd December

7pm

Members £1
Non-members £5

Member’s Season Ticket 
(3 lectures) £3

Evening Lecture Series 
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

The Story of the Norwich Shoe Trade

Frances and Michael Holmes combine anecdotes with archive 
material, films, photographs and contemporary newspaper reports to 
tell the engrossing story of an industry which for many years was the 
heart and ‘sole’ of the City. Their talk will encompass everything from 
the major 20th century factories to shoe fashions and, of course, the 
works outing, which all combine to bring the industry back to life.

Frances and Michael have researched and written five books on the 
history of Norwich.

Wednesday 
6th November 

2.30pm

A self-drive 
afternoon out

Members £23
Non-members £27

Tea, coffee and        
biscuits included

Voewood is not accessible 
to wheelchair users.

A Trip Out to Voewood 
Cromer Road, High Kelling, NR25 6QS

One of the finest Arts and Crafts houses in Britain, built by E.S. 
Prior for Percy Lloyd, 1903-5. ‘By far the most interesting building in 
this part of Norfolk... a violently idiosyncratic house reminiscent of 
Gaudi,’ says Pevsner.  Restored by rare book dealer, Simon Finch over 
six years to fulfil his loves of architecture, art and books. Seventeen 
bedrooms and lots of action in a building that ‘responds well to 
events.’

DIRECTIONS:  Take the A148 from Holt towards Cromer. In the village of High Kelling 
after the sign for Kelling Hospital take the next left to Voewood. Continue through the 
large orange gates for 100 yards.

NOVEMBER



DECEMBER

Thursday 
16th January

10.30am 

Members £1
Non-members £5

Wednesday  
29th January

7pm

Members £1
Non-members £5

Historians Day Time Talk Series
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

Richard Caister, the ‘good vicar’ of St Stephen’s: his 
place in the life of later-medieval Norwich.
 
Speaker Frank Meeres has recently retired after many years as an 
archivist at the Norfolk Record Office.  He is the author of a large 
number of books on the local history of Norwich and Norfolk, 
 

Evening Lecture Series
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

The Civil War: Norwich and Great Yarmouth under 
Oliver Cromwell

Speaker Dr Joel Halcomb is a lecturer in Early Modern History at 
the University of East Anglia.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 

12th February

11am

A self-drive 
day out 

Members £27
Non-members £31

Light lunch: homemade 
soup, bread and cakes

A Trip Out to Brinton Hall 
The Snowdrop Tour
Stody Road, Brinton, Melton Constable, NR24 2QH

A 16th century house extended in 1822 in gault brick by 
the Brereton family. The fine oak staircase is reputed to have 
originated from Merton Place, Horatio Nelson’s last residence. 
The gardens have been planted for year-round interest.

The snowdrop tour involves a one-hour walk over rough ground and 
will run in all but the worst weather. 
Wear sensible footwear and wrap up!

Thursday 
13th February

10.30am 

Members £1
Non-members £5

Historians Day Time Talk Series
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

Vice, Profaneness and Immorality in 18th Century 
Norwich

In this talk Ian Smith takes as his starting point the Royal 
Proclamation for the Encouragement of  Piety and Virtue, and for the 
Preventing of Vice, Profaneness and Immorality issued in the name of 
George III on 1 June 1787.  After outlining the national background 
to the Proclamation, he will look at its reception in Norwich and give 
examples of the various vices prevalent in Norwich at the time (some 
of them quite shocking).



Bookings can also be made by telephone 01603 765606, 
or email admin@thenorwichsociety.org.uk, or write to The Norwich Society, 

The Assembly House, Theatre Street, Norwich, NR2 1RQ. 

HOW TO BOOK
The quickest way to book is online via the Society’s website: 

www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk/events  

Formerly informal talks on an aspect of Norwich history, these gatherings have grown in    
popularity to become the Norwich Society’s Daytime Talk Series. To accommodate a larger 

audience we have moved to the Auditorium in The Forum 

There is now a small charge to members to help cover the costs of the larger venue.  

A Season Ticket for all five talks is available to purchase at the start of the season.

The Norwich Society Historians Day Time Talk Series

Correct at date of printing - Programme subject to change.

FOR MORE INFORMATON or to BECOME A MEMBER go to:  
www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk 

MARCH
Tuesday                   

3rd March

7pm

Members £1
Non-members £5

Thursday 
12th March

10.30am

Members £1
Non-members £5

Historians Day Time Talk Series
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

Researching the Old Courts and Yards of Norwich
A Story of People, Poverty and Pride

Frances and Michael Holmes will describe how they pulled 
together information for their 2015 publication ‘The Old Courts and 
Yards of Norwich’. This will encompass looking at a variety of resources, 
including slum clearance maps, oral histories and photographs. They 
will discuss how you can locate and use the documents yourself 
to explore the past and research related information such as on 
ancestors who lived in the yards.

Evening Lecture Series 
The Auditorium in The Forum, Millennium Plain

Social Housing in Norwich

The history of social housing in Norwich runs from the founding 
of The Great Hospital in 1249 through to the Award-winning new 
development of Norwich City Council housing in Goldsmith Street. 
This lecture will tell the story and try to draw some lessons for the 
future.

Speaker Paul Burall is a journalist and current Chair of the Norwich 
Society.


