Helping the past to have a future
A simple guide to making or updating a will
The Norwich Society invites you to join us in caring for this
fine old City by remembering us in your will.

Imagine Norwich
without beautiful old
streets like Elm Hill? The
Norwich Society started
lobbying for its
protection in 1924.

Ninety years ago the City authorities were keen to create “homes fit
for heroes” and do away with the cramped and insanitary conditions
that characterised the City. A group of people who were passionate
about the heritage of the City felt that many of the proposed changes
were too indiscriminate. In their view old buildings could add to the
city’s character, making it more attractive to the people who lived and
The historic Bishop
worked there. So, in 1923 the Norwich Society began its work.
Bridge and Strangers’
Hall were saved from
demolition in 1930.

The Assembly House
was threatened with
demolition in 1935. The
Norwich Society
opposed this and the
building is now a
popular venue showing
that heritage and
commerce can co-exist.
Bishop Bridge

The arches of the
historic Duke’s Palace
Bridge were restored
and repositioned at the
entrance to Castle Mall
car park in the 1990s.

The Norwich Society encourages the preservation, development and
improvement of features of historic interest that will add to the
enjoyment of those living, working or visiting the City. It does this by a
range of activities including exhibitions, lectures, publications and
guided walks. It works with the City Council to advocate the
preservation of our fine historic structures and encourage good design
The Norwich Society
in new buildings.
supports the
The Norwich Society plays an important role in preserving a significant repurposing of the
heritage where it adds
part of our cultural heritage for future generations. The Society is
value to the historic
completely independent and relies on loyal individual and corporate
members to undertake its activities. Donations, including legacies, are environment.
a very important part of our fund-raising. Any legacy or donation we
receive, no matter how large or small, makes a significant
contribution.

How your gift might be used
Despite the Norwich
Society’s many successes
there are still threats to
our beloved City.
Your gift could support
the Society’s activities:

Any gift you make will be devoted to supporting the work of the
Norwich Society in protecting or enhancing some special part of
Norwich’s heritage. You can specify what your gift can be used for
or, alternatively, you can make an unspecified gift and leave it to the
trustees to put it to the best possible use. If you have something
particular in mind please get in touch with us to discuss it.



Lobbying in support of
Norwich icons such as
the market, Elm Hill or
Howard House.



Raising awareness of
the historic value of
important features
such as the City Walls
through publications
and guided walks.



Running an events
programme to engage
Norwich market
the public and
encourage active
Why is it important to have a valid will?
participation in
preserving our historic Having a will gives you the power to decide who your assets pass to
environment.
on your death. If you die without making a valid will, statutory rules
will apply that may see your assets pass to people you never
Vetting all planning
intended. During your lifetime you can choose which causes to
applications to ensure support. By making a will and remembering those causes close to
important buildings
your heart you can continue to exercise that choice – don’t leave it
are not lost.
to chance.





Preserving the quality
of our City by running
a competition for the
good design of new
buildings and
adaptations of
existing ones.

The main types of gift commonly left to a charity in a will:
Pecuniary Gift – this is a fixed amount of money left to a charity in a
will
Residuary Gift – this is a share of the remainder of an estate after
all other beneficiaries have been provided for
Specific Bequest – this is the gift of a named item – for example, a
painting or an object which you would be happy to be sold to
further the Norwich Society’s objectives.
Alternatively, you could make a gift in your lifetime, which would be
eligible for Gift Aid, and have the satisfaction of seeing your wishes
come to fruition. https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity
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What are the benefits to the donor/their estate?
When you’re making your will it’s worth thinking about Inheritance Tax and how it might affect
your loved ones. If you give at least 10% of your estate to charity the rest of your estate pays a
reduced rate of inheritance tax. Legacies to UK charities are exempt from inheritance tax (which is
currently 40%), so a charitable gift may help reduce the amount of tax payable if the estate is over
the exempt threshold. At the time of writing the inheritance tax threshold is £325,000 for an
individual, or £650,000 for married couples or civil partnerships.
Further information is available from the Charity Commission
https://www.gov.uk/wills-and-charitable-legacies
and HM Revenue and Customs
https://www.gov.uk/topic/personal-tax/inheritance-tax

Some key points on making or updating a will
If you want to ensure that your wishes will be followed in the future it is important to make a will
and keep it up to date. Most wills are straightforward and inexpensive to prepare but it is important
to use a reputable and qualified practitioner as a badly drafted will can have unintended
consequences. By getting your will professionally written, you are ensuring that everything is
covered and arranged as you would like it to be.
If you already have a will but are thinking of leaving a gift to the Society, it is a simple matter to
update your will. Your adviser will be able to give you more details.

How to select a will provider
Many people are put off making or updating a will because they think it will be difficult or
expensive. However, there is plenty of advice available to help you. You will need to appoint a
solicitor who is properly trained, regulated and insured as a will provider, and who is able to offer a
transparent fee structure. Don’t worry that you will be committing yourself to a large expense
when consulting a solicitor. Solicitors should provide a fee quote before undertaking any work, and
an initial enquiry is usually free. If in doubt, phone up and ask.
The Law Society. You can find a local solicitor through the “Find a Solicitor” facility on the Law
Society website http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/choosingandusing/findasolicitor.law
The Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners’ mission is to help families plan their assets across
generations. STEP members follow a strict code of conduct to give you peace of mind.
http://www.step.org/for-the-public
Solicitors for the Elderly is an independent, national organisation of lawyers, such as solicitors,
barristers, and chartered legal executives who provide specialist legal advice for older and
vulnerable people, their families and carers. http://www.sfe.legal
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Things to think about before seeing an adviser
How much are you worth? Make a note of the
value of your estate, including your house. Then
make a note of any debts such as a mortgage or
outstanding loan.
Who do you want to benefit from your will?
Think about how you’d like to divide your
possessions up between your family and friends.
Even if you want to leave a gift to charity you
should still make sure your loved ones benefit from
your will first.
Who do you want to be your executor(s)? An executor is someone who makes sure a will is
properly carried out. This can be a professional adviser, such as a solicitor, or a member of your
family or a friend. It doesn’t matter if they stand to benefit from the will but do check with them
first that they feel able to carry out this responsibility. Also, make sure you keep your will up to date
and check that the person identified as the executor is still the best person for this role.

Things to think about once you’ve made your will
Keeping it safe – Once you’ve written your will make sure you keep the original in a safe place. It is
a good idea to give a copy to your executor(s).
Keeping it up to date – Your circumstances are bound to change in the future. Your financial
circumstances might change or there may be additions to your family. It is worth reviewing your will
every few years to ensure that it is up to date.
Detail of the City Walls

Getting in touch
The Norwich Society
The Assembly House
Theatre Street
Norwich NR2 1RQ
E admin@thenorwichsociety.org.uk
T 01603 765606
www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 311118
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