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Minutes of The Norwich Society Annual General Meeting, held at 1930 on Tuesday 24 April 2018 at the 

Music Room of The Assembly House. 

1. WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT 

The Chair of the Norwich Society, Vanessa Trevelyan, welcomed the Lord Mayor of Norwich, Councillor David 

Fullman, to the meeting and invited him to take the Chair. The Lord Mayor accepted the invitation. 

There were 62 members of the Society present at the meeting. 

2. APOLOGIES 

There were no apologies. 

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 19 April 2017 had been circulated 

before the meeting. Approval of the minutes was proposed by Jonathan Hooton, seconded by David Raby   

and agreed by the meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair of the Society. 

4. PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 

The Annual Report of the Executive Committee and the accounts for 2017 approved by the Committee were 

available at the meeting and had also previously been made available to members via the Society’s website.  

Vanessa Trevelyan gave a presentation on the work of the Society in 2017. She started by referring to the 

recent resignation of Kate Anetts as Treasurer and Honorary Membership Secretary. Kate had served in those 

positions for many years and the Society was very grateful to her for all the work she had done. Barry Howell 

proposed and Penny Clarke seconded that the accounts be approved. This was agreed by the meeting. 

Rory Quinn proposed that the meeting record its appreciation of the services that Kate Anetts had provided 

to the Society over many years. This was met with applause and agreed unanimously. 

In speaking to her presentation on the Society’s work, Vanessa referred to a quote from the Annual Report 

for 1934, prepared by the then Secretary, R.H. Mottram, that  the Society wants 'to prevent Norwich from 

sinking to the level of those modernised towns that are fit to live in, but in which no-one wants to live'. She 

said that the Society wanted Norwich to be a liveable, attractive city with good contemporary architecture 

as well as excellent heritage. The Society’s Biennial Design Awards had been held again in 2017, with the top 

award going to Boardman House at Norwich University of the Arts. The Society had marked the 50th 

anniversary of the pedestrianisation of London Street with a symposium and a publication. 

Other publications in 2017 had been a booklet on the artist John Moray-Smith, linked to the acquisition and 

restoration by the Society of his Panorama of Norwich; “Glimpses of Medieval Norwich”, a leaflet associated 

with four trails available from the Society’s website in format suitable both for printing and for use on a 

mobile phone; and a report from a research project on attracting people to work in Norwich. 

The Society continued to monitor planning applications, and at this point Vanessa invited Paul Burall, Vice-

Chair of the Society, to speak about the planning application for Anglia Square. Paul said that this was 

probably the biggest planning application in Norwich for many years. Its most significant visual impact would 

be the proposed 25-storey tower. The Society had appointed an expert group to produce a detailed response 

to the application, but there were already concerns that the visualisations produced by the developers did 

not give a fair assessment of the impact. Paul urged members to submit their own comments to the City 

Council. 
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Vanessa continued by referring to the new monthly electronic newsletter sent to those members who had 

signed up for such mailings, and to the consultations there had been with members about the Society’s new 

5-year plan for 2018 to 2022. She said that the new role of Coordinator, which Rachael Cochrane had filled 

admirably, had made it possible to give extra focus to activities such as these. Rachael had also improved the 

Society’s administration, for example by introducing on-line booking for events, and the new Publicity and 

Events Committee planned to make further improvements. There had also been work on rationalising and 

digitising the Society’s records: this would aid future research. The Society had also begun to consider a 

change to status of Charitable Incorporated Organisation. If proceeded with, this would require a revised 

Constitution to be adopted, and there would be consultation with members over this in the year ahead. 

Other new activities included a revision of the Society’s logo, regular postings on Facebook – a recent post 

about Anglia Square had attracted over 29,000 views – and a new publication, “Aspects of Norwich”, about 

which Paul Burall spoke as chair of the Publications Group, a sub-group of the Publicity and Events 

Committee. Paul said that the first issue would be sent to members in a few weeks’ time, and it was intended 

that it would appear twice a year. The aim was to have articles about Norwich in all its aspects including 

buildings and social history. Paul hoped that members would find it interesting and encouraged them to 

suggest topics and to consider offering their own articles. 

In response to the report, Barbara Miller noted that there had been nothing about Howard House. Vanessa 

Trevelyan responded that the work was not yet complete, and so the Society did not know how effective the 

interior restoration would be, but no doubt this would be a matter to reported on in 2019. 

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND OTHER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Officers 

Vanessa Trevelyan continued as Chair for a further year. 

Paul Burall had agreed to stand as Vice-Chair for a further year, and had been proposed by Vanessa Trevelyan 

and seconded by John Trevelyan.  

Following the resignation of Kate Anetts as Treasurer, Neil Sturgeon had been proposed by John Trevelyan 

and seconded by Paul Watson. 

Following the resignation of John Trevelyan as Secretary, there was a vacancy for which no nominations had 

been received. 

Other members of the Executive Committee  

Deborah Bourassa, Jonathan Boon, David Taylor, Mary Ash and Paul Watson continued as existing members. 

Barry Howell had been co-opted to the Executive Committee during the year and was now nominated for 

membership by Vanessa Trevelyan and seconded by Paul Watson. Kate Nash, Vice-Chair of the Civic 

Environment Committee, had been proposed by Vanessa Trevelyan and seconded by John Trevelyan. 

No other nominations had been received. 

The election of the above nominees en bloc was proposed by Rory Quinn and seconded by Jonathan Hooton 

and agreed by the meeting. 

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS   

A member (do we know this was?) drew attention to what he considered to be the deteriorating condition 

of the lions by the entrance to City Hall. The Lord Mayor agreed to pass this concern on to the City Council.  
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Vanessa Trevelyan commented that as part of its work to ensure compliance with new requirements under 

the General Data Protection Regulations, the Society was working to ensure that various lists that had been 

developed over the years were consistent, not least in respect of electronic communications with members. 

She recognised that the move towards greater communication with members by electronic means did not 

suit every member and she asked members to bear with the Society while it did what it could to ease any 

issues. Already changes had been made to the way the Society organised bookings for events, so that 

members not wishing to use on-line booking could ring the office and the Co-ordinator would undertake the 

booking for them. 

The Lord Mayor declared the meeting closed at 2016. 

7. SPEAKER 

Following refreshments Simon Floyd spoke with great enthusiasm on Animating History. Simon spoke about 

how he had worked with communities to research their unique stories and turn them into choral, artistic or 

theatrical experiences. His musical drama ‘Come Yew In!’ about migrants to Norwich developed with The 

Common Lot theatre company won a Norfolk Arts Award in 2017. His ongoing project, ‘Imagined Land’ in 

partnership with the Norfolk Archaeological Trust, explored the important historical site of the Tasburgh 

Enclosure, and he was now working with the community in Burnham Norton. He suggested that the Society 

might like to become involved in a project he was developing with the community in Magdalen Street. 


