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PRESS RELEASE 
   

 

The Norwich Society encourages exploration of the city’s parks and open 

spaces with a new atlas 

 

For many people, the restrictions of the pandemic over the past few years have brought a renewed 

interest and understanding of the importance of nature and the benefits of spending time outdoors. 

Norwich residents are lucky to have great variety of parks and open spaces, and these have been the 

focus of a new report produced by The Norwich Society. 

The Norwich Society is an independent community-based charity, and the Society’s Civic 

Environment Committee (CEC) seeks to maintain Norwich’s unique character by undertaking regular 

studies and audits of aspects of the civic environment, both natural and built. 

“A recent survey from Natural England shows that the most popular type of green and natural 

spaces visited are urban green spaces, but before this report there was no single source of 

information on this about Norwich available to the public”, says Chair of the CEC John Trevelyan. 

“Our aim with this atlas and directory is to show sites we feel the public might enjoy visiting, and to 

provide this information in a convenient form”. 

The report predominantly covers the area managed by Norwich City Council, with a slight extension 

to cover nearby areas of interest. 108 spaces are indexed, including some spaces not previously 

included in other data sets such as Earlham and Rosary cemeteries and marshland along the river 

valleys. 11 spaces are particularly noted as nationally significant and are listed in Historic England’s 

National Heritage List for England as a registered park or garden. All spaces documented but one are 

free to visit and most are open to the public at all times. The directory also provides additional 

details for sites that have features of particular interest such as sports facilities and children’s play 

areas.  

As well as documenting the spaces, the findings of the report particularly draw attention to the 

importance of volunteering in maintaining them; highlighting groups including eight ‘Friends of’ 

groups such as Friends of Eaton Park and Friends of Kett’s Heights, as well as community run areas 

like Bowthorpe Community Garden and edible gardens including Grapes Hill Community Garden. 

The work of volunteers who restored and now maintain the Plantation Garden is also specifically 

noted, as well as several gardens involved in the Heavenly Gardens project which revitalises 

medieval churchyards. 

 



“The Norwich Society is often seen as a champion of historic buildings in the city, but we also care 

about the overall character of Norwich, and this includes the spaces in-between. Open spaces and 

parks not only contribute to the beauty of Norwich but provide essential green areas for residents 

and visitors to enjoy and relax. We hope this report will help people explore the city and celebrate 

its natural heritage, as well as consider volunteering”, says Norwich Society Chair, Barry Howell. 

The report was created by members of The Norwich Society - details about the benefits of joining, 

how to support their work or how to get involved with future projects can be found on the Society’s 

website. The report itself is also available on the website and can be viewed or downloaded for free 

at www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk/future-norwich/parks-and-open-spaces-report. 

_   _   _ 

ENDS 

For more details or interview requests please contact 

Laura Davey, The Norwich Society Coordinator 

admin@thenorwichsociety.org.uk 

07503 951195 

 

Natural England’s ‘The People and Nature’ survey referenced:           

www.gov.uk/government/statistics/the-people-and-nature-survey-for-england-monthly-indicators-

for-august-2021-official-statistics 

 

About The Norwich Society: 

As the city’s civic society, The Norwich Society is an independent community- based charity, 

supporting the preservation, development, and improvement of features of historic interest of our 

city. We also use the expertise of architects, town planners, surveyors, and other industry 

professionals within our committees to comment on significant planning decisions in the area on 

behalf of the public. And we encourage exploration and enjoyment of Norwich’s history through a 

range of talks, walks and other events, as well as regular publications.  

From saving the historic Elm Hill area from demolition in the 1920s, to recent campaigning for better 

development of the Anglia Square site, we’ve been championing the built environment and public 

spaces in Norwich and celebrating the city’s unique character and beauty since 1923.  

More details about The Norwich Society can be found at www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk.  
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