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How Should Norwich Adapt to The Adverse Consequences                

of Climate Change? 
 

A thought-provoking debate to be held at The Forum in April 

 

Extreme weather, flooding, storms, damage to infrastructure, impact on biodiversity, soil quality 

and human well-being – the potential adverse consequence of climate change will require planning 

and changes to how we live. 

What adaptions will Norwich have to make, what’s the timeframe and outlook for the city, and what 

are the main obstacles we need to overcome? An upcoming, thought-provoking debate sponsored 

by The Norwich Society will feature speakers from across the political spectrum to discuss these 

questions and more. It is hoped that resulting ideas will help shape conversations around emerging 

concepts such as a Citizen’s Assembly, and feed into strategies of organisations such as the recently 

established independent advisory body, Norwich Climate Commission. 

Hosted by The Reverend Dr Fiona Haworth of St Peter Mancroft, each speaker will get a chance to 

present their views and ideas in turn, followed by an audience Q&A including questions submitted in 

advance. The speakers are Emma Hampton, Norwich City Councillor, Labour; Catherine Rowett, 

former MEP East England, Green; Caroline Ackroyd, Norwich City Councillor, Liberal Democrats; and 

Simon Jones, Norwich Conservative Federation Chair, Conservatives. 

The idea for the event was proposed by Willem Buttinger, a member of The Norwich Society’s 

Strategic Planning and Transport Committee, who says “this year’s Government UK Climate Change 

Risk Assessment states that ‘the evidence shows that we must be prepared for warming up to 4°C’, 

and that ‘we must go much further and faster to truly prepare for the impacts of a warmer world’*. 

This debate is designed to bring people together from across Norwich to think about how we can 

prepare for the changes required in our city to secure all our futures - we all need to be involved.” 

“The Norwich Society is perhaps best known for its work to preserve Norwich’s historic character, 

but as a civic society we are a future-facing organisation representing the residents of our city, and 

we have a passion to ensure Norwich remains vibrant and prosperous for future generations. With 



increasing awareness and urgency about the potential impact of climate change, we need to plan 

ahead now more than ever, and we hope this debate will spark ideas and action to ensure Norwich 

is prepared”, says Chair of The Norwich Society, Barry Howell. 

The event will take place in The Auditorium at The Forum in Norwich on Saturday 23rd April at 

3:30pm until 5pm. Questions can also be submitted by the public in advance. The event will also be 

recorded and will be available to watch on The Norwich Society’s YouTube channel afterwards. 

Tickets are free but must be booked in advance, and there is also an option to sign-up to be notified 

when the public recording is available online. Further details about the event and booking 

information is available on The Norwich Society’s website at 

thenorwichsociety.org.uk/events/special-events. 

_   _   _ 

 

ENDS 

For more details or interview requests please contact 

Laura Davey, The Norwich Society Coordinator 

admin@thenorwichsociety.org.uk 

07503 951195 

 

Background notes 

As the city’s civic society, The Norwich Society is an independent community-based charity, 

supporting the preservation, development and improvement of features of historic interest of our 

city. We also use the expertise of architects, town planners, surveyors and other industry 

professionals within our committees to comment on significant planning decisions in the area on 

behalf of the public. And we encourage exploration and enjoyment of Norwich’s history through a 

range of talks, walks and other events, as well as regular publications. 

From saving the historic Elm Hill area from demolition in the 1920s, to recent campaigning for better 

development of the Anglia Square site, we’ve been championing the built environment and public 

spaces in Norwich and celebrating the city’s unique character and beauty since 1923. 

*UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 2022: gov.uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change-

risk-assessment-2022 

The Norwich Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), registration number 1189593. 
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