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Summary Statement 

 

The application site is occupied almost entirely by a single arable crop. As such, the 

vast majority of the site is considered to be of low ecological value, its loss to 

development will not be of ecological significance.  

 

Areas of higher value habitat are found in the section of Bishop Dike, the hedgerows 

and pond in the north eastern corner. It is likely that all of these habitats can be 

retained through development and provide opportunities for enhancement. If 

development is to affect Bishop Dike, or a sufficient buffer cannot be left, water vole 

and bat activity surveys would be recommended.  

 

It is considered unlikely that the balancing pond on site supports breeding GCN, 

however eDNA analysis should be carried out during April 2016 to demonstrate this 

likely absence. 

 

General recommendations are made in regards to the enhancement of the site for 

wildlife as part of the new development.   
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Introduction 
 

1. Brooks Ecological Ltd was commissioned by Dryden Wilkinson Partnership to carry 

out a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal1 of land off Hodgesons Lane, Sherburn in 

Elmet, West Yorkshire (SE 500 340).  

 

2. The application site 'the site' encompasses two small fields situated on the northern 

edge of Sherburn in Elmet. The extent and location of the site is shown in Figure 1 

below. 

 

Figure 1    Survey site boundary 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 This Report has been prepared on 20.07.15 following visits to the site in July 2015 and our findings are based on the 

conditions of the site that were reasonably visible and accessible at that date. We accept no liability for any areas 

that were covered, unexposed or not reasonably visible or accessible, nor for any subsequent alteration, variation or 

deviation from the site conditions which affect the conclusions set out in this report. 
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Proposals  

 

3. The proposals plan provided informs an application for residential development 

including associated infrastructure.  

 

Figure 2 Proposals plan taken from DWP drawing July 2015 

 
 

 

Site context 

 

4. Aerial photographs published on commonly used websites were studied to place 

the site in its wider context and to look for ecological features that would not be 

evident on the ground during the walkover survey. This approach can be very useful 

in determining if a site is potentially a key part of a wider wildlife corridor or an 

important node of habitat in an otherwise ecologically poor landscape. It can also 

identify potentially important faunal habitat (in particular ponds) which could have 

a bearing on the ecology of the application site. Ponds may sometimes not be 

apparent on aerial photographs so we also refer to close detailed maps that 

identify all ponds issues and drains. We use Promap Street + scale maps for this 

purpose.  
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5. The site is found to the north of the small town of Sherburn in Elmet, in a rural location 

to the east of Leeds. The site is located over a dolomitic, limestone bedrock but with 

superficial deposits of clay and silt giving rise to largely neutral conditions with 

occasional pockets of localised calcareous influence.  

 

6. Immediate boundaries include:  

 

• Residential development along the entire southern, and most of the western, 

boundary.  

• Arable fields beyond a small track (Hodgesons Lane) to the east, and 

immediately beyond a section of the northern and western boundaries.   

• The north-eastern boundary is marked by the busy A162, beyond which, further 

arable land is found.  

 

7. Beyond these immediate boundaries the local landscape is characterised by arable 

land, much of which has seen the removal of hedges leading to large field sizes. The 

town of Sherburn in Elmet is found to the south; this represents an isolated pocket of 

development within the arable landscape, as does Sherburn Industrial Estate to the 

east of the town. A chain of small woodland blocks is found c.3km to the west, 

beyond which urban development becomes more common moving towards the 

city of Leeds. 

 

Wildlife corridors 

 

8. Bishop Dike flows south along the sites eastern boundary; this extends to the north of 

the application site and moves east as it reaches Sherburn in Elmet, eventually 

flowing into the River Ouse. This feature provides only a minor corridor, the value of 

which is limited by the lack of established woody vegetation. However, with few 

major corridors in the wider area, a greater dependence may be placed on this 

corridor in relation to the movement of local wildlife. 

 

9. Railway lines pass to the east and west of the site (c.480m east and 1.2km north west 

respectively), both of which eventually link to Bishop Dike to the north. These lines 

appear relatively vegetated and form only minor corridors.  

 

Water bodies 

 

10. Two standing water bodies can be seen on mapping within the vicinity. This includes 

a roadside balancing pond in the north east corner of the site and a large pond 

c.400m east of the site separated by the busy A162. 
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Figure 3   Local habitat / connectivity features: white lines are significant barriers, 

blue line habitat corridors. 
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Statutory Designations 

 

11. A search of the MAGIC (Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside) 

website was undertaken. The MAGIC site is a Geographical Information System that 

contains all statutory (e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI’s]) as well as many 

non-statutory listed habitats (e.g. ancient woodlands and grassland inventory sites).  

It is a valuable tool when considering the relationship of a potential development 

site with nearby important habitats. In addition information from the local record 

holders has been requested on locally designated sites. 

 

12. Sherburn Willows Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is the only statutory 

designated site within 2km of the application site, this is located c.1.8km to the south 

west. The SSSI is primarily designated on the basis of its magnesian limestone 

grassland. At this distance with no functional links, the SSSI would remain unaffected 

by development at the application site. 
 

SSSI Impact Risk Zones 

 

13. The site falls within the 2km SSSI impact risk zone for the Sherburn Willows SSSI; the 

current proposals plan informs a development of over 100 residential units thus 

meeting the criteria which trigger the need for consultation between the LPA and 

Natural England regarding impacts on the SSSI.  

 

14. Given the proposed  development of over 100 houses on the site, it is still felt to be 

unlikely that there would be any effect on the SSSI. The site and the SSSI are 

separated by the town and do not share tangible links. 

 

Non-Statutory Designations  

 

15. North and East Yorkshire Ecological Data Centre (NEYEDC) has provided information 

on locally designated sites. Information has been returned on four Sites of 

Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), two deleted SINC’s and one Yorkshire 

Wildlife Trust Reserve.  
 

16. The closest of these sites, referred to as SHB/1, is located c.550m south, beyond the 

development of Sherburn in Elmet. Despite the separation, a tangible link can be 

seen between the site and this SINC via Bishop Dike, which is joined downstream of 

the site by Green Dike. Providing standard precautions are taken in relation to 

contamination of water courses, detrimental impacts on this SINC are not 

envisaged.  
 

17. “Pasture opposite Gypsum Works” is the next closest site, though this is located over 

700m to the north west beyond the busy bypass, impacts on this SINC are unlikely. All 
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other listed sites are almost 2km from the application site and do not share tangible 

links. Impacts on any of these designations are again unlikely.  

 

Figure 4 Local designations 
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
 

Method 

 

18. The survey was carried out on the 15th July 2015 and followed adapted Phase 1 

habitat survey methodology (JNCC, 2010). This involves walking the site, mapping 

and describing different habitats (for example: woodland, grassland, scrub). The 

survey method was “Extended” in that evidence of fauna and faunal habitat was 

also recorded (for example droppings, tracks or specialist habitat such as ponds for 

breeding amphibians). This modified approach to the Phase 1 survey is in 

accordance with the approach recommended by the Guidelines for Baseline 

Ecological Assessment (IEA, 1995) and Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal (CIEEM 2012). 

 

Results 

 

19. The following habitats can be described within the application site and on its 

boundaries: 

 

• Arable land 

• Tall ruderal succeeding to scrub 

• Arable field margins 

• Water courses 

• Ponds 

• Hedgerows and trees 

Arable land 

20. Approximately two thirds of the site is occupied by a crop of oil seed rape; this area 

supports very little vegetation other than the crop, likely due to the application of 

agricultural herbicides.     
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Figure 5  

 

Arable crop occupying a 

large portion of the site. 

 

  

Tall ruderal succeeding to scrub 

21. Two narrow strips are occupied by this habitat type, having developed where 

agricultural management is minimal. Willowherb (Epilobium sp.), cleavers (Galium 

aparine), hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), nettle, bindweed, purple loosestrife 

and prickly sow thistle (Sonchus asper) are all abundant. Bramble (Rubus fruiticosus 

agg.) is colonising in some areas of this habitat type. Common, coarse grasses are 

also present including false oat grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and cocksfoot 

(Dactylus glomerata).  

 

Figure 6 

 

Tall ruderal vegetation in the 

south east corner of the site.   
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Arable field margins 

22. A strip of vegetation, approximately 1m wide, surrounds the arable crop. Again, 

common species typical of this setting are found including false oat grass, 

cocksfoot, perennial rye grass (Lolium perenne), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), 

barren brome (Bromus sterilis) and wild oat (Avena sp.) along with remnants of 

former crops such as barley (Hordeum). A number of forbs found elsewhere on site 

are present including prickly sow thistle, willowherb, dandelion (Taraxacum agg.), 

spear thistle (Cirsium vulgaris), ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), greater plantain 

(Plantago major) and nettle (Urtica dioica), along with a small number of additional 

species – knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare), red dead nettle (Lamium purpureum), 

cut leaved cranesbill (Geranium dissectum), redshank (Persicaria maculosa) and 

meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria). 

23. More open areas of the arable field margins, such as around the field entrance, 

show a different, but limited range of species. Scentless mayweed 

(Tripleurospermum inodorum), fat-hen (Chenopodium album), pineappleweed 

(Matricaria discoidea), field speedwell (Veronica persica) and field horsetail 

(Equisetum arvense) are all present in these areas. 

 

Figure 7 

 

Field margins of the 

eastern boundary.   

Water course 

24. Mapping shows three watercourses within the site or on its boundaries. Of these, the 

drains marked on the site’s northern and western boundaries were found to be dry 

and entirely terrestrialised, occupied now by tall ruderal vegetation as described 

above in the case of the northern drain and the hedgerow and its ground flora in 

the case of the western.  
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25. Bishop Dike is found running the length of the sites eastern boundary. The channel of 

this watercourse is approximately 2m wide at the crest of the banks which are 

approximately 1.5m high. A very steady flow of water, approximately 10cm deep 

was found at the time of survey.  

26. The banks of this water course were found to be occupied by vegetation of the 

arable field margins while a small range of riparian vegetation is present in the 

channel including watercress (Nasturtium officinale), water parsnip (Sium suave), 

yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) and curly water weed (Lagarosiphon major).  

 

Figure 8 

 

Bishop dike on eastern site 

boundary.  

Ponds 

27. A single standing water body is found within the site boundary, this being a 

balancing pond associated with the adjacent bypass. At the time of survey only 

localised pooling was apparent within the footprint of the pond, with a maximum 

depth of approximately 4cm. Vegetation typical of damp areas is found within the 

pond footprint including willowherbs, yellow flag iris, common reed (Phragmites 

australis), soft rush, common spiked rush (Eleocharis palustris) and false fox sedge 

(Carex otrubae). 

28. The narrow band of vegetation found between the pond and site boundary is 

occupied by rough grassland containing species such as cocksfoot, false oat grass, 

creeping and spear thistle, bramble, common vetch (Vicia sativa), ribwort plantain 

(Plantago lanceolata), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), cow parsley 

(Anthriscus sylvestris), field horsetail (Equisetum arvensis), ragwort, willowherb, broad 

leaved dock, red clover and sward forming pleurocarpous mosses. A number of 

young hawthorn and ash are found around this area. 
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Figure 9 

 

Footprint of balancing 

'pond'   

Hedgerows and trees 

29. Hedgerows or remnant hedges enclose much of the site. The short hedge running 

along the north east corner of the arable field was found to be the most diverse and 

well structured example on site, potentially having been replanted following work to 

the balancing pond. This hedge is made up primarily of hawthorn but also includes 

elder, field maple (Acer campestre), cherry (Prunus sp.) and hazel (Corylus 

avellana). This hedge is the only example on site that appears to receive regular 

management, being cut to approximately 2m height.  

 

Figure 10 

 

North eastern hedge. 

30. The field layer/ground flora of these hedges are generally made up of the 

associated habitat type i.e. arable field margin or tall ruderal vegetation. In the 
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case of this hedge slightly less diversity is seen to that of the arable field margins with 

perennial rye grass, bent and false oat grass being the dominant grasses; hogweed, 

prickly sow thistle, creeping and spear thistle, bramble, nettle, willowherb and 

greater plantain represent the forbs. 

31. The southern hedgerow shows a similar level of diversity to that above, again 

primarily hawthorn but including ash, field maple, dog rose (Rosa canina) and elder 

(Sambucus nigra). An old dry ditch appears to follow the line of this hedge with 

ground flora comprising that of the arable field margin to the north and the 

secondary vegetation, off site, to the south.  

32. The western boundary is marked by another unmanaged hedgerow, growing to 

approximately 4m in height, being made up of hawthorn and elder. Finally the 

hedge along the northern boundary is almost entirely defunct consisting of only 

scattered ash and hawthorn, with standards of ash and elm (Ulmus sp.). 

 

Figure 11 

 

Southern hedge 

 

 

Faunal appraisal 

 
33. This section first looks at the types of habitat found on site or within the sphere of 

influence of potential development, then considers whether these could support 

protected scarce or NERC Act 2006 section 41 species (referred to collectively as  

‘notable species’).  

 

34. Records of notable species supplied from a 2km area of search by North and East 

Yorkshire Ecological Data Centre are used to inform this appraisal.   
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Bats 

 

Roosting 

 

35. No built structures are found on site, as such opportunities for roosting are limited. A 

small number of standard trees are found within the hedgerows. This includes ash, 

field maple and elm. However, none of these trees are mature and none were 

found to contain features suitable for use by roosting bats. Therefore the likelihood of 

bats roosting on site is very limited.  

 

Commuting and foraging 

 

36. Hedgerows and watercourses all provide features of some, all be it limited, foraging 

value. These types of habitat are common in the wider area, with those on site only 

providing a small contribution to the foraging resources available to local bat 

populations. In the context of the site, activity is likely to be focused along Bishop 

Dike and around the pond, both of which are found on the sites eastern boundary. 

While Bishops Dike contributes the most obvious wildlife corridor in the area it does 

not connect any areas of high value habitat for quite some distance and is unlikely 

to be affected by development.  

 

37. Only four records of bats have been returned from NEYEDC, covering common and 

soprano pipistrelle, both recorded at Sherburn Willows Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve.  

 

Amphibians 

 

38. The roadside balancing pond within the site boundary was found to contain only a 

very limited amount of water at the time of survey, and is only likely to hold a 

substantial amount of water after prolonged periods of heavy rain. It is therefore 

likely to be dry during the summer and for much of the amphibian breeding season. 

Dense vegetation within the footprint of the pond would mean a likely absence of 

areas of open water even at times of flood. For these reasons the pond is assessed 

as being of very low value to breeding amphibians.  

 

39. The arable land provides only limited value terrestrial habitat for amphibians, though 

the hedgerows do provide suitable terrestrial habitat and amphibians, including 

great crested newt are known to forage within and travel across arable land to 

reach areas of higher value such as the small field of secondary vegetation to the 

south of the site. Bishop Dike is unlikely to provide a sufficient barrier to movement to 

the east though the bypass does, thus cutting the pond off from habitat to the north 

and north east.  

 

40. Only one additional pond is shown on mapping, this is c.400m east and separated 

from the site by the bypass. This is likely to separate any amphibian populations from 

the two ponds.  
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41. While it is felt very unlikely that the balancing pond on site will support amphibian 

populations, and in particular great crested newt, their presence cannot be 

definitively ruled out at this stage. Records returned from NEYEDC include only 

common frog and toad. The closest presence records of great crested newt on the 

National Biodiversity Network are over 5km from the site at a pond in the village of 

Micklefield. Brooks ecological have undertaken surveys at a site 2.5km north of the 

application site where GCN have been found proving their presence in the wider 

area, though even these are separated from the site by the bypass and a relatively 

large distance. 

 

Birds 

 

42. Records have been returned for a range of bird species, most of which are 

ubiquitous. While they may occur within the application site, they are unlikely to 

have any dependence on it. 

 

43. Three species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act are recorded 

within the 2km search area, this includes kingfisher, red kite and barn owl. All three of 

these species were recorded at Sherburn Willows Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve, 

1.95km south west of the application site. The site is unlikely to contribute high value 

hunting/foraging habitat for barn owl or red kite and the scale of the watercourse 

on site limits its value for kingfisher.  

 

44. All but eight of the bird records returned relate to the Sherburn Willows site. Other 

records originate from three different sites with blackbird and rook recorded at 

Copley lane Quarry, 1.8km north west; greenfinch, yellow hammer and turtle dove 

at the Pasture Opposite Gypsum Works SINC; and blackbird and wood pigeon at 

Bank off Laith Staid Lane, 1.8km west. 

 

45. The hedgerows, trees and scrub at the site have the potential to support a range of 

common nesting birds during spring and summer. The sites value to birds is highly 

unlikely to extend beyond this potential. 

 

Reptiles 

 

46. The majority of the site area provides poor habitat for reptiles, though Bishop Dike, 

the pond and small surrounding area of habitat provide some suitable habitat for 

grass snake, which are recorded in the wider area, though not in close proximity to 

the site.  

 

47. However, with only this small area of suitable habitat within the application site and 

its isolation from other large areas of suitable habitat off site a likely absence of 

reptiles is concluded. Records of reptiles are not held by NEYEDC within the search 

area. 
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Terrestrial mammals 

 

48. Bishop Dike provides potential habitat for water voles with steep earth banks and a 

constant, steady flow of water. The smaller drain just off site to the south east 

provides additional, though sub-optimal potential habitat for water vole. 

 

49. A record of water vole within Bishop Dike is held by NEYEDC for a point of the water 

course 500m south east of the site boundary. This was recorded in March 2000, 

slightly more recent records (2002, 2003) are held for the Sherburn Willows site. 

  

50. Should any proposals for the site impact upon Bishop Dike or habitat within close 

proximity (6m) to it, further survey would be required to establish presence/absence 

of water vole and to inform any mitigation required.  

 

51. Otter are also recorded within Bishop Dike, though this single record is even more 

dated than that of water vole, being taken in 1991 from a similar location. No 

evidence of otter could be seen at the time of survey, the current likely absence of 

holts is therefore concluded. 

 

52. No evidence of badger could be found on the site at present, though suitable 

habitat is available. The closest 100 metre presence records of badger available on 

NBN are for locations 2.2km south and 3.5km north east. While there is a possibility 

that badger forage within the site, establishing setts between the time of the survey 

and development is felt to be unlikely.  

 

53. Harvest mouse and pole cat, both listed as species of principal importance on 

Section 41 of the NERC Act are both recorded at Sherburn Willows. While arable 

land, hedges and associated vegetation can offer potential habitat for harvest 

mouse, polecat habitat is more limited; it is unlikely that development of the 

application site would have detrimental impacts on these species.  

 

 

Invasive Species 
 

54. A number of non-native species have become established in the wild in the UK 

which can occupy the niches of, and outcompete native flora. These species are 

listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981), making it an offence 

to cause or allow their spread in the wild. No such species were found on site at the 

time of survey. However, an area of skeletal remains of what could be Japanese 

knotweed (Fallopia japonica) was noted to the south of the site; care should be 

taken during development to ensure this species has not become established within 

the application site leading to it potentially being spread by construction activity.   
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Evaluation  
 

55. In evaluating the site the ecologist will take into account a number of factors in 

combination, such as;  

 

• the baseline presented above,  

• the site's position in the local landscape,  

• its current management and 

• its size, rarity or threats to its integrity.  

 

56. There are a number of tools available to aid this consideration, including established 

frameworks such as Ratcliffe Criteria or concepts such as Favourable Conservation 

Status. Also of help is reference to Biodiversity Action Plans in the form of the Local 

BAP (see appendices) and UK BAP to determine if the site supports any Priority 

habitats or presents any opportunities in this respect. 

 

57. As no proposals plan was available at the time of writing the assessment of impacts 

considers generic development of the site from which potential effects include: 

 

• Site preparation including vegetation and habitat removal 

• Direct effects on significant faunal groups or protected species 

• Effects on adjacent habitats or species such as disturbance, pollution and 

severance 

• Operation effects on wildlife such as noise and light disturbance 

 

On site habitats 

 

58. The majority of this site is occupied by arable land and is assessed as being of low 

ecological value. The loss of this habitat to development will not be of ecological 

significance.  

 

59. Areas of higher value habitat, include a section of Bishop Dike on the site’s eastern 

boundary, hedgerows surrounding much of the boundary and the balancing pond 

and associated habitat to the north east.  

 

60. It is likely that most, if not all of this habitat, can and will be retained through 

development.  

 

61. While hedges on site are not classed as important under the Hedgerow Regulations 

(1997), they are listed as a habitat of principal importance on Section 41 of the 

NERC Act. As such, development should aim to achieve a ‘no net loss’ of this 

habitat type. With this in mind, any hedging which has to be removed to facilitate 

development should be replaced elsewhere on site through compensatory 

planting.  
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On site fauna 

 

Bats 

 

62. No features of roost potential could be seen in any of the trees, and no buildings are 

present within the site area. As such the likelihood of bats roosting within the site is 

minimal. Bats general activity around the site is easy to predict given the range and 

position of habitats available within the site. Providing Bishop Dike is to be retained 

and remain unaffected, further survey in support of these conclusions is not felt 

necessary.  

 

63. To ensure Bishop Dike retains its functionality to bats as both a commuting route and 

foraging resource, it should not be subject to any illumination as part of the 

development. Any exterior lighting required in this part of the site should be low level 

and aimed away from the water course. If this cannot be achieved, or if this feature 

is to be affected in any way, bat activity surveys may be required. 

 

Nesting birds 

 

64. All significant vegetation, i.e. trees, scrub and hedgerows, found on site has the 

potential to support common garden birds during the nesting period (March-

August).  

 

65. To prevent the proposed works impacting on nesting birds any clearance of 

vegetation will need to be undertaken outside of the breeding bird season which is 

1st March – 31st August inclusive. Any clearance that is required during the breeding 

bird season should be preceded by a nesting bird survey to ensure that the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act (1981) is not contravened through the destruction of nests and 

that any active nests are identified and adequately protected during the 

construction phase of the development.  

 

Terrestrial mammals 

 

66. To ensure water vole are not adversely affected a 6m buffer should be left between 

the Bishop Dyke water course and any development. If this is not achievable, a 

dedicated water vole survey should be undertaken to assess presence or absence 

and to inform any required mitigation.  

 

67. While a likely absence of otter has been concluded at the site, based on a current 

absence of evidence, it would be prudent to carry out survey for this species 

concurrent with any required water vole survey.  
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Great Crested Newt 

 

68. The pond on site was found to only hold a very small amount of water at the time of 

survey and its use as a balancing pond means it is likely to by dry for large parts of 

the year. It is therefore assessed as being of very low value to breeding amphibians.  

 

69. However, as it held water during our survey visit during the recognised breeding 

season  - the presence of great crested newt cannot be entirely ruled out. With this 

in mind, the most appropriate course of action would be to carry out eDNA analysis 

of the water body in the amphibian breeding season 2016. This will demonstrate a 

presence or likely absence of GCN within the pond. 

 

70. It is felt this could be imposed as a condition of planning and given both; the likely 

absence of GCN, and the fact that the pond is to be retained and additional 

terrestrial habitat is provided within the current proposals plan (Figure 2), this could 

form the basis of any mitigation required in the unlikely event of GCN being present. 

 

Off site 

 

71. Only one statutory designated site is found within 2km of the application site – 

Sherburn Willows SSSI. This site is located over 1.8km to the south west, at this 

distance effects on this designation are not anticipated.    

 

SSSI Impact Risk Zones 

 

72. The site falls within the 2km SSSI Impact Risk Zone for Sherburn Willows. Proposed 

development will see the development of the site with over 100 residential units, thus 

meeting the criteria to trigger the need for consultation between the LPA and 

Natural England. Despite the requirement for consultation it is considered unlikely 

that development will have any detrimental impact on the interests of the SSSI. 

 

Watercourses 

73. It is likely that Bishop Dike will remain an open channel water course but the master 

plan, when drawn up, should aim to ensure it is adequately buffered from 

development.   

 

74. The site's lighting plan should demonstrate that the darkness of the watercourses 

can and will be maintained. Illumination of these areas could prejudice their use by 

bats and otters. 

 

75. Preventing contamination of watercourses will be important to ensure that potential 

impacts to the water course itself and downstream habitats can be avoided. 

Following good practice in relation to settling and draining, surface water on the site 

should be relatively easy to implement but it will be essential that the scale and 
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topography of the site are considered carefully in the design of drainage. It is 

envisaged that these safeguards during the construction phase will be best 

delivered through the conditioning of a Construction Environment Management 

Plan (CEMP) to be provided by the site's main contractor. This would provide 

specification and details on how materials will be stored and used on the site and 

how surface water will be settled and removed from the site.  

 

Enhancement 

 

76. In line with planning guidance outlined in the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) development should take account of the value of ecosystem services and 

enhance ecological networks.  

 

• The watercourse flowing along the eastern edge of this site provides the greatest 

value habitat on site, and best access to higher value habitat in the wider area; 

where possible, this should be protected and enhanced. This should be buffered 

from development through the retention of a buffer strip and planting of a 

species rich native hedge. Hedging should incorporate species relevant to the 

site such as hawthorn, hazel, and field maple, with additional species such as 

blackthorn and oak.  

 

• The hedge running along the northern boundary should be reinstated with gaps 

filled with native species as detailed above. To further enhance this hedge, 

standards should be planted along its length. 

 

• Useful wildlife habitat could be provided in the form of bat boxes, nesting boxes 

and deadwood and rubble piles. These would all be targeted at the periphery of 

the site particularly in areas close to the buffer zone of Bishops Dike.   

 

Ecological Constraints and Opportunities Plan  

 

The findings presented above are summarised in the Ecological Constraints and 

Opportunities plan below.   
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Appendix 1 Local BAP - Leeds Biodiversity Action Plan 

 

Table 1: Species Action Plans 

 

Species/group 

 
Great-crested newt  

Harvest Mouse  

Thistle Broomrape  

Pasqueflower  

Pipistrelle Bat 

White-clawed Crayfish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Table 2: Habitat Action Plans 

 

Habitat 

 
Lowland wet grassland 

Magnesian Limestone grassland 

Hedgerow and field margins 

Reedbeds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


