
Away with the Penguins by Hazel Prior – Discussion Guide 

 

Veronica McCreedy lives in a mansion by the sea. She loves a nice cup of 

Darjeeling tea whilst watching a good wildlife documentary. And she’s never 

seen without her ruby-red lipstick. 

Although these days Veronica is rarely seen by anyone because, at 85, her days 

are spent mostly at home, alone. 

She can be found either collecting litter from the beach (‘people who litter the 

countryside should be shot’), trying to locate her glasses (‘someone must have 

moved them’) or shouting instructions to her assistant, Eileen (‘Eileen, door!’). 

Veronica doesn’t have family or friends nearby. Not that she knows about, 

anyway…And she has no idea where she’s going to leave her considerable 

wealth when she dies. 

But today…today Veronica is going to make a decision that will change all of 

this. 

 

Questions 

1. There are many types of caring in the story. What are they and which do you think is most 

important?  

2. Veronica McCreedy does not cry. How has this suppression of feelings affected Veronica’s life? Is it 

ever good to hide how you feel? 

3. The diary sections set in wartime Britain highlight a different lifestyle and values to those we have in 

the twenty-first century. Which aspects are better and which are worse now? 

4. In what ways is Veronica manipulative? In what ways does she also expect others to be 

manipulative? Is this a forgivable trait? 

5. You learn more about the characters’ backgrounds as you read further into the novel. Did your 

opinion of any of them change? If so, how? 

6. Have you ever found it easier to talk to an animal/bird than to a human? What is the role of Pip the 

penguin in the novel? 

7. Which character do you most admire, and why? 

8. Terry says: “Human intervention has harmed wildlife beyond belief.” Is she right? What can we do to 

remedy the situation?  

9. What do you think Veronica learned from the penguins? 

 
 
 

 


