
The Cut by Chris Brookmyre – Discussion Guide 

 

Millie Spark can kill anyone.  

A special effects make -up artist, her talent is to create realistic scenes of 

bloody violence.  

Then, one day, she wakes to find her lover dead in her bed.  

Twenty-five years later, her sentence for murder served, Millicent is ready 

to give up on her broken life – until she meets troubled film student and 

reluctant petty thief Jerry.  

Together, they begin to discover that all was not what it seemed on that 

fateful night…and someone doesn't want them to find out why. 

 
Questions 

1. At the start of the novel, Millicent wants to kill herself. What would you say is at the root of 

her despair? 

2. With the notable exception of Miss Marple, there are very few instances of women in their 

70s as the protagonist in a crime thriller. What does it bring to the story to have someone 

like Millicent at the heart of the action? 

3. Jerry and Millicent seem on the surface very different kinds of people, but what similarities 

would you say they have?  

4. What do you think the book says about generational differences? 

5. The younger Millie worked in the horror film industry at a time when there was a moral 

panic around ‘video nasties’. How does the book portray that industry and has the book 

influenced your view of horror films?  

6. Both Jerry and Millicent do bad things. How does The Cut create empathy with its characters 

even when you might not agree with their actions? 

7. This is a story of someone learning to love life again after thinking they had lost everything. 

Is it ultimately a ‘feelgood’ story, or a sad one? How does the author balance the light and 

dark elements?  

8. The Cut takes its characters on a wild pursuit around Europe. Given the circumstances of 

international lockdowns, how did that travel make you feel? 

 
 

 


