
Find out more
www.travelwest.info/metrowest contains information about: 

� MetroWest plans and progress,

� how MetroWest must meet Network Rail’s requirements,  

� funding and timescales.

We will be speaking to local residents about details of the MetroWest projects so keep an eye
on your local press for details. Sign up for our regular MetroWest newsletter by emailing us at
metrowest@westofengland.org

www.travelwest.info24278 03/14

Contact us
MetroWest, Engine Shed, Station Approach, Temple Meads, Bristol BS1 6QH
Email: metrowest@westofengland.org • Follow us on Twitter: @MetroWestRail

Working with partners 
The West of England councils are working with
Network Rail and Great Western Railway to deliver
MetroWest. This means we have to follow rail
industry requirements and make sure that the
new MetroWest services don’t disrupt the national
rail network. 

The Governance for Railway Investment Projects
(GRIP) process is how Network Rail manage and
control railway projects. MetroWest works are
major infrastructure projects and we have to make
sure they follow the GRIP process. 

Working across boundaries
The West of England councils are working closely
with neighbouring authorities on the possibility
of extending MetroWest services beyond the
West of England including to Gloucester.
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MetroWest: Investing in new rail lines and new
train services in the West of England
MetroWest improvements to the local rail lines and services are packaged in two
phases.  All work is subject to meeting rail industry technical requirements and
funding availability.

MetroWest Phase 1 
Reopening of the Portishead line

Half hourly train services for the Severn Beach line

More trains serving  Keynsham, Oldfield Park,
Bedminster and Parson Street

Services currently expected to start in 2019

MetroWest Phase 2 
Half hourly train services to Yate

Hourly services on a reopened Henbury line

Additional stations at Henbury, Ashley Down and
North Filton

Services currently expected to start in 2021

Reducing car dependency and congestion
MetroWest rail improvements are part of a comprehensive
integrated transport strategy for the West of England that
aims to reduce car dependency and congestion with:

� passenger transport improvements (including
MetroBus and new bus links), 

� measures to improve cycling and walking, 

� traffic and parking management, and

� improvements to local rail.

Freight trains
Part of the Portishead line and the
Henbury line are used by freight
trains to Royal Portbury Dock and
Avonmouth, which is part of Bristol
Port. 

The Port is an international gateway
that is important to our local, regional
and national economy and capacity
on the Portishead and Henbury lines
must be provided for both freight and
passenger trains.



Investing in the West of England local rail network 

MetroWest Phase 1 Summary of Phase 1  

� Reopen the Portishead to Pill rail line

� New station at Portishead

� Reopen former station at Pill 

� Double track works at Pill and Ashton Gate

� Improve maintenance road access at Pill tunnel

� Environmental mitigation measures

� Improve to Parson Street Junction and line works
from the junction to Temple Meads

� Resignal the entire line between Portishead and
Temple Meads and install a new signal
atAvonmouth

Phase 1 is funded by the local councils and through
the Local Enterprise Partnership Growth Deal

At November 2015, we expect the cost of Phase 1 to
be about £58.2 million (2019 prices)

Services currently expected to start operating in 2019

Reopening the Portishead line
to passengers
The design and preparation work to reopen
the Portishead line is ongoing. It will
increase the UK’s passenger rail network by
10 miles and connect an additional 35,000
people to the railway network.

Extensive preparation and construction
work means that services to Portishead will
not start operating before 2019.

Before the line reopens for passengers the
disused part of the track from Portbury
Junction to Portishead needs to be rebuilt
along with a new station and road layout in
Portishead. The existing line and the signals
will also need to be upgraded because they
aren’t currently suitable for passenger
trains.
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MetroWest Phase 2
A lot of work has been done  on Phase 2 testing different
services and station options to see what will work within
the existing rail services and our budget. The results were
presented in the Preliminary Business Case, which was
endorsed by the West of England Joint Transport Board in
September 2015.

MetroWest Phase 2 now includes

� 3 new stations at Ashley Down, North Filton and
Henbury

� A new hourly passenger services between Temple
Meads and Henbury via Filton Abbey Wood

� Increasing service frequency at Yate from hourly to half-
hourly with the potential to extend services to/from
Gloucester

The passenger services on the Henbury line will be
integrated with freight trains. The new stations will be built
so that the Henbury line could be extended in the future.

Services currently expected to start in 2021.

At 2021 prices, the estimated cost is just over £43 million,
funded by the local councils and through the West of
England 10 year City Deal allocation.

Development work on Phase 2 is under way looking at the
detail of what will be needed before new services can start.
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Summary of Phase 2 

� Increase service frequencies at
Yate to half hourly plus hourly
services on a reopened Henbury
line with an additional station at
Ashley Down.

� Option to extend to Gloucester
being explored

� Phase 2 work is funded by the
local councils' Local Growth
Fund and the West of England
10 year City Deal allocation from
2021/22.

� Estimated cost £43.1m (2021
prices)

Services currently expected to start
in 2021
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Funding new rail services
Trains are run by different operators,  mainly
Great Western Railway in the West of England.

Train operators are commercial companies
which need to make a profit to run train
services.

Extra train services can be funded by other
sources, including councils, but have to fit
within the national rail timetable. 

We expect that the MetroWest Phase 1 and
Phase 2 services will need some subsidy. The
cost of this subsidy would have to be shared
between the four councils for at least three
years.

The Department for Transport may consider
funding the new services after the first three
years if they meet their value for money
criteria. 

Accessibility
New stations and services provided under
MetroWest will be designed to meet all
statutory accessibility standards.  This means
making stations as step-free as possible,
providing accessible routes from station
entrance to the platform and for example
ensuring all footbridges have ramps.  Step-
free access not only benefits disabled people
or those with reduced mobility but also
people with children, heavy luggage or
shopping.

Other rail work
Much MetroWest work relies on the Network Rail
electrification programme which is underway. This
includes the 4-tracking at Filton and improvements
to Bristol East Junction.

There are aspirations to open more stations
including Portway Park and Ride, Ashton Gate,
Saltford and Corsham, extend the Henbury Line
service as well as extending electrification to
Taunton via Weston-super-Mare. These schemes
require funding and good business cases to come
forward.

The Joint Spatial Plan to 2036 and accompanying
Joint Transport Study will be looking at future
transport requirements including rail.

MetroBus
MetroBus and MetroWest are an integrated
approach to travel investment in the area.

MetroBus has been designed to link and connect
with existing rail and bus services and follows our
recent investment in the Greater Bristol Bus
Network and Showcase Bus Routes. 

MetroBus will be an express bus service, separate
from general traffic in places, with faster and more
reliable journey times. 

Find out more about MetroBus at
www.travelwest.info/metrobus
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An integrated
approach
MetroWest and MetroBus
are part of the TravelWest
plan to 

� support sustainable
economic growth,

� reduce carbon
emissions,

� promote accessibility,

� contribute to better safety,
security and health,

� improve the quality of
life and create a healthy
natural environment.

MetroWest Phase 2 timeline*

Final business case submitted to Joint
Transport Board for full approval

Construction starts

Train services
operating Spring 

Late 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Detailed technical work
Secure planning
consent and other
permissions

MetroWest Phase 1 timeline*

Final business case submitted to Joint
Transport Board for full approval

Construction
starts

Train services
operating Spring 

Pre-2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Detailed technical
work

Development Consent
Order decision on

reopening Portishead line

*Timelines are as at November 2015 and are dependent on meeting rail industry tecnical requirements
and are subject to change.


