
The tenderness of God 

Isaiah 46:1-47:15 

 

Every day there is a huge battle raging for our attention.  
 
All of us have limited capacity. This means we can’t know everything. We can’t look at 
everything. And we can’t be everywhere. We may want to. But we are creatures in God’s 
world, which means we are limited. Therefore, we need to choose where to fix our attention.  
 
And those who want our attention, well they need to battle for it. This ranges from a small 
child who repeats our name constantly until they get heard, to the big budget advert that is 
designed to make us grab our wallet and buy new stuff.  
 
We may not like it. But we know it. Every day there is a huge battle raging for our affections.  
 
How do we ensure that we make the right choices? 
 
This morning I’m not going to tell you how to buy the best TV or choose the fastest 
Broadband. But I do want to show us how we can keep our attention fixed on the God of the 
Bible when we are surrounded by so many counterfeit gods. That is, when every day we 
experience the temptation to trust in and live for many other things.  
 
In such a world, how can we ensure that we set our affections and our attention on the God 
of the Bible? 
 
Two things.  
 

 The God of the Bible cares for his people (46:1-13) 

 The God of the Bible will destroy his enemies (47:1-15) 
 
First, the God of the Bible cares for his people (46:1-13) 
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2. 
 
Did you spot the key word that is repeated in these two verses? The word burden.  
 
To help you understand what is going on, let me tell you that Bel and Nebo were two of the 
Babylonian gods. There were gods all over the place in the ancient world.  
 
Bel was the chief God of Babylon. Nebo was their god of wisdom. There were grand 
processions each year when these ‘gods’ were carried through vast crowds of Babylonian 
citizens. 
 
What is happening here? They are not being carried around in a grand procession. No, they 
are being put on some cattle to help them escape the ongoing Persian armies.  
 
The picture painted here is supposed to be funny. A god is supposed to relieve our burdens 
and lift us up. But here the idols aren’t removing the burdens being felt by the people. 
Instead, they are causing more because the people have to carry the heavy statues. 
 
This is what counterfeit gods do. They promise to help us but they end up hurting us. We 
end by carrying what we have made.  
 
Our idols demand our time, talents and treasures to prop them up and keep them delivering 
on what they promise. This is nonsense! The world we inhabit has enough stresses and 



strains to cause us to feel overwhelmed. The last thing we need is for the gods we hope will 
deliver us from the burdens to add to our weight. 
 
But this is what counterfeit gods do. Whether it’s money or career or fitness or beauty or 
whatever. Friends, don’t be deceived. Our God substitutes will not save us.  
 
But let me show you a beautiful truth about the tender care offered by the God of the Bible. 
Look at verse 3. Read verses 3 and 4. 
 
Notice who is being told to listen. God’s people. We so easily forget the electric truths of 
God’s word. Or we may know them in our heads but they fail to fill our hearts will zeal and 
delight.  
 
Notice what it being said. God is the one who has carried his people and sustained them. 
From the very beginning to the very end. The contrast with what we need to do for our idols 
is striking! 
 
What comes across loudly and clearly is that God tenderly cares for his people. 
 
Isn’t this what we want to be true? Life is so demanding. We feel the weight and the burden 
of life. We don’t want to carry the strains. Inside we know we can’t regardless of what our 
exterior says.  
 
The good news is that God says he will carry the burdens of his people. 
 
We can’t help but look to Jesus at this point. He is the one who said these words in Matthew 
11:28-30, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Can we believe it’s true? Does God have the power to deliver on his promises? That’s 
what God reveals in verses 5 to 13. 
 

 Look at verse 5. Read verse 5. 
 

 Or verse 9. Read verses 9 and 10.  
 
God’s purpose will stand. He will do all that he pleases. This is so marvellous to hear! 
Nothing can stop God’s perfect plan. Nothing! 
 
What is his perfect plan? Romans 8:28-29. It is not to make us more comfortable but to 
make us more like Christ.  
 
So in a world of counterfeit gods calling for our attention and our affections, let’s be freshly 
convinced that the God of the Bible cares for his people. This will enable us to trust him and 
live for him.  
 
Second, the God of the Bible will destroy his enemies (47:1-15) 
 
Chapter 46 is a message direct to God’s people. But chapter 47 is a message spoken to 
nation of Babylon. It was all about their imminent destruction at the hands of the LORD 
Almighty, the holy God of Israel.  
 
Why did it happen? It was a very ugly and horrible society. Let me show you the root cause. 
 
Look at verse 8. Read verse 8. Or verse 10. Read verse 10.  



Does what they say remind you of anything? They are acting like the Creator of the 
Universe. This is a society which defiantly puts itself in God’s place. It wants to be in charge 
of its own decisions and its own destiny, and it doesn’t see itself as accountable to anyone 
else.  
 
But they were! They were accountable to the God of Israel. And that’s why he says in verse 
11…Read verse 11. 
 
God did not turn a blind eye to their injustices and wickedness. In his time, he destroyed 
their rebellion and removed their wickedness from the surface of the earth. 
 
What has this got to do with us? In the Bible, Babylon becomes a symbol of humanity 
standing in defiance of God. Arrogantly asserting its right to rule itself in whatever way it 
pleases. If you want to see a powerful example of this then look at Revelation chapters 17-
19.  
 
The Bible promises that one-day God will bring justice on those who have rebelled like this. 
Jesus has died to suffer this in our place. But if we refuse to come to him then we will face 
God’s full devastating justice on Day of Judgement. 
 
Moreover, societies that are built on human arrogance and selfishness will be removed one 
day. God will only destroy what is bad for us. Therefore? We need to belong to a society 
that is not built on these principles. This is called the church. The church has to impact the 
wider society that we live in. We do this by living differently but also sharing the gospel.  
 
Also, let’s make sure we are dwelling on what will last forever. Let’s not be consumed by the 
immediate things of our world. This will cheer us up and give us hope. 
 
In Conclusion 
 
I want to finish by reading two poems that contrast the two ways we can choose to live in our 
busy world. The first is called Invictus. This was written by an English poet called William 
Henley and the word Invictus is a Latin word that means Unconquered.  
 
Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 
 
In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
 
Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the horror of the shade, 
And yet the menace of the years 
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 
 
It matters not how strait the gate, 
How charged with punishments the scroll, 
I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of my soul. 
 
This is the popular view in our country. It destroys life. It brings burdens. It will lead to eternal 
condemnation.  



But there is another way, and this is the way summarised in a poem written by Dorothy Day, 
entitled Conquered.  
 
Out of the light that dazzles me, 
Bright as the sun from pole to pole, 
I thank the God I know to be, 
For Christ - the Conqueror of my soul. 
 
Since His the sway of circumstance, 
I would not wince nor cry aloud. 
Under the rule which men call chance, 
My head, with joy, is humbly bowed. 
 
Beyond this place of sin and tears, 
That Life with Him and His the Aid, 
That, spite the menace of the years, 
Keeps, and will keep me unafraid. 
 
I have no fear though straight the gate: 
He cleared from punishment the scroll. 
Christ is the Master of my fate! 
Christ is the Captain of my soul! 
 
 
Let’s pray. 


