
The peace of God 

Isaiah 48:1-22 

 
If you have ever been robbed or know someone who has then you’ll know how devastating 
it is. It’s not just the disappearance of physical goods, theft involves emotional turmoil and a 
huge invasion of our personal space. Because of this it’s not hard to persuade people that 
robbery is a grievous offence, definitely wrong, and should not continue.  
 
This section of the Bible is all about robbery. My prayer is that as we discover what 
particular types of theft we are commanded to avoid, that we will feel the same conviction 
that we do if it was the robbery of a handbag from an elderly pensioner.  
 
What kind of robbery does God tell us to avoid? 
 

 Don’t rob me of my glory (Vs 1-11) 

 Don’t rob yourselves of peace (Vs 12-22) 
 
First, don’t rob God of his glory (Vs 1-11) 
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2. 
 
Before we look at the content, it’s important to notice who God is speaking to.  
 
These are people who are very religious but whose relationship with God isn’t right. 
 

 It might not be real 

 It might be real but not healthy 
 
For us: it’s not all about religion, rules and rituals. It’s about a real and vibrant relationship 
with God made possible by Jesus. 
 
But even with a real relationship with Jesus let’s not think it’s one decision to follow Jesus 
and then no struggles or problems from this point on. No, it’s a lifelong process of deep 
transformation. All this happens within the security of knowing that God loves us and has 
accepted us. Our future is secure. But each day there is a battle within to make sure that the 
truths of God’s Word are not just on our lips but in our hearts. 
 
What does want to say to his people? Look at verse 3. Read verses 3 to 6a. 
 
And it’s not just the past. Look at how verse 6 continues. Read verses 6b-7. God is talking 
about all the new predictions in the book of Isaiah. Written about 700 BC. Predictions about 
the exile and Cyrus and the return. Predictions about Jesus.  
 
God is forever telling his people ahead of time what will happen and what will happen to 
them.  
 
This is a remarkable thing to do. We humans can’t do that. If you doubt me, write down 
some long term weather predictions and see how many of them happen precisely! 
 
God does know everything. He controls everything. Therefore, he can predict the future. 
 
Why does he do it? So that people will not rob him of his glory. The praise he deserves. 
The honour that is his right.  
 



We know that receiving the right praise is important for humans. We have such things as 
copyright, don’t we? This enables artists to receive what is their due. There are heavy 
penalties for copyright infringement. 
 
How would you feel if you had been working really hard on something at work, and after 
many months someone else presented it to the boss as what they had done, and got the 
reward? You’d be fuming.  
 
How important is it to God to receive the glory he deserves? Listen to verse 9. Read 
verses 9 to 11. 
 
The truth is hard to miss! God will not yield his glory to another. He is passionate about 
ensuring that he receives proper praise.  
 
This is right. It’s wrong when God is robbed of praise, much more than when a pensioner is 
robbed of her purse. But in our sinfulness we are often more alarmed at the theft of money 
and not the theft of divine glory.  
 
It is good for us to give God the due he deserves. There is greater joy when we praise God. 
 
How can we rob God of his glory? 
 

 By not actively praising him 
 
We take him for granted.  
 
Suppose you ask me that apart from God, who is the most important person in your life? And 
I say Rob Tearle, our Assistant Minister. How would you respond? You might ask, what 
about your wife Vicky? Suppose I said, “I just assume that. That goes without saying.” How 
would Vicky respond?  She does not say, “I feel so loved and so honoured because my 
husband never thinks to mention me among his top priorities. I am like the air he breathes — 
he never gives me a thought.” That’s not what she says. What she says is this: “If I don’t 
come to your mind to talk about, then I am not important to you. And if you think that I am 
honoured by being taken for granted, then you are wrong, because I’m not.” 
 
Friends, we don’t honour God when we take him for granted.  
 
Let’s actively bring God into our conversation about everything! 
 
It has so many benefits. It will help our brothers and sisters. It will help our evangelism. It is 
right and brings more praise to God.   
 

 By denying that Jesus is the only way to be saved 
 
It’s such a temptation these days.  
 
We fear offending people. We fear offending other religions or people’s sense of their own 
goodness. But what about the offence to Jesus if we deny his death of the cross is the 
saving event required by everyone? 
 
Let’s not rob Jesus of his glory.  
 
This is also for the good of others.  
 
This is the first big robbery to avoid.  
 



Second, God says don’t rob yourselves of peace (Vs 12-22) 
 
We do this when we don’t follow God’s instructions.  
 
This is the big theme of verses 12 to 22.  
 
Look at verse 12. Read verses 12 and 13.  
 
We’re presented with the awe-inspiring power of God. What can you spread out with your 
right hand? The butter? God spreads out the heavens. 
 
This God is so powerful that he can even use someone who doesn’t believe in him to 
achieve his purposes. We see this mentioned again in verses 14 to 16. 
 
Now listen to what this God says in verse 17. Read verse 17. 
 
Verse 17 is made credible by verses 12 to 16. God’s knows what is best because he is the 
Creator.  
 
Last night at the ceilidh I answered the question, will heaven be boring? No. Because God 
is there. 
 
God teaches what is best for us.  
 
We should do what God says. Always. However, so often we don’t.  
 
This was the story of ancient Israel. Look at verse 18. Read verses 18 and 19. 
 
And yet their past disobedience was not the full stop to their future obedience. Look at 
what God says in verse 20. Read verse 20. 
 
God gives them a clear command. Leave Babylon. It is not just clear. It is also very gracious. 
 
He also makes it very clear in verse 22 that there is no peace for the wicked.  
 
But his intention is for them to obey so they can experience his blessing. 
 
Or if I can put it like this, God does not want them to rob themselves of peace. It was 
within their grasp but to experience it they had to follow God’s ways, 
 
What does this mean for us? 
 
No matter the past, what about today? Do you want peace? Then follow God’s ways. 
 
Step 1 – turn and follow Jesus. You will be at peace with God/. 
 
Step 2, 3, 4… trust in Jesus and do what he says. No matter how counter-cultural and crazy 
it may seem. It is the way to experiential peace. 
 
The New Testament says, “Flee from Babylon” – see Revelation 18:4. Come out of her, my 
people. Be in the world but not of the world (John 17:15-16).  
 
Conclusion 
 
We hate robbery. Don’t rob God of his glory and don’t rob yourself of peace. 
 


